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TO THE READER. 


Good Reader, 


Olomon zold-us long fipce,, that there is 
Qs end of may boks Ecclefiaft. 12. »2. 
Scripturiency ( is feemath) is uo novel bu- 
 monr but abonnded then, even when the 
moans of Irauſminting knowledge was more difft- 
 ewlt; if there were cauſe for the complaint thew, 
F there is much more now; ſince the Prefſe bath bel- 
ped the Penne, every ons will be ſcribling , aud 
So'bater bookes are negletbed,, and lic like a few 
grains of ({oru under au beap of (;baffe and duſt: 
uſually books are received as faſhions; thenew-, 
eſt, #0t the beſt and moſs-profictable , are moſt ignimpaitia 11- 
eftcem, in ſo much that really learned and ſober es 
men bave been afraid to publi/> their labours, x ©5.5© 
| left they ſhould divers the world from reading =, novise 


dicien:bus an - 


the wſefull works of others that wrote beforecipicen reddi 


* | RET." delct- 
them. * I remember Dr. Altingius 4 terſe and fn, 14 met 


res etiam,id eſt 


—_= ſpiris a food a rhe battle of Twenty JEeArEs yereres illos & 
importiunity 3 aud would 108 yeild £0 divulge any probatos Au- 


CO —_— 


thing upon this fear. Certainly ( Reader) th —_ makes 
| for thy profit ſome times to look-back and conſult "ax iY 
with them that firſt laboured in the: mines of nth 
| knowledge, and not alwaies to take np, with what 
1 cometh 


To the Reader. 


cometh next to hand. In this controverfie of 
Diſcipline many have written, but not all with a 
like judgement and ftrength, which I beli eve hath 
been no (mall rock of offence,and ſtone of ſtum- 
bling to the adverſaries, who are bardned with 
-Quzlm no. #972198 ſo much as a weak defence of the truth, 
xia vietoria pe a* Auſtin complaineth jgbat when he was 4 Ma- 
per in difpura- NiChee ' he had had 800 too often #he victory put 
micbe, £'* 110 bis bayds by the defences of weak and unskil- 


venicbat cum 


Chuiſtiaus fy} Chriſtians. - This work which the Statio- 


goſcmme re ner bath yowrevived( that it may not be forgot - 
« Mc. Steven FE 4nd Hike a Jewelafter once ſhewing,ſhut up 
MN £1n.ca,.1n the Cabinet of private ſtudies only) wes pew- 
Mn ned by * ſeveral worthy Divines of great note 
Mr. Matte» aud fame in the Churches of Chrilt , ##der #be 
vr. /Vitian borowed and covert Name of S M E C. TY M- 
"ſoz. NU US which was ſome matter of ſcorne aud ex- 
ception to the adverſaries, @ the Papiſts obje&d- 
edro Calvin his printing his Ioſtitutions #- 
der the name of Alcuinns,. and to Bucer bg 
naming bimſelf Aretius Felinus , though: all #66 
with out ground an1reaſon, the affition of the 
ame toany worke,being a thing indifferent:for 
there we mu not confider ſo much the Author, 
as the matter, and not who ſaidit, but what; 
and the aſiumption of another name not being in- 
famous; but where it # done out of deceit, and 
to anothers prejudice, or out of ſhame becauſe of 


guilt , or fearro owne he truths which they 
ſhould 


To the Reader. 


ſhould e$iablifb * 1 ſwppoſe the Reverend Authour! 
were willing to lit hid under this ONOM A. 
STICK, partly that their work might not be 
received with prejudice, the faction againſt 
which they dealt, arrogating to themſelues a Mo- 
nopoly of Learning, and condemning all others as 
ignorants and nowices uot worthy to be heard ; and 
partly that they might not burthen their Frontiſ- 
piece with a voluminous nomenclature,zt not be. 
mg uſuall to affix ſo many names at length to one 
reatiſe. | 
For the work it ſelf, it ſpeaketh its own praiſe, 
and is now once more ſubjeSed totby cenſure and 
Judgement : This ſecond publication of it was 
occaſioned by another book for vindication of 
the Miniſtery by the Provinciall Aſſembly of 
London, wherein there are frequent appeals to 
Sme@Rymnuus ; though otherwife 1 ſhould bawe 
Judged the reprimting ſeaſonable ; for the Lord 
bath now returned us to ſnch a junture of time, 
wherein there is greater freedom of debate with- 
out noyſe and vulgar prejudice; and certainly if 
the quarrell of Epiſcopacy were once cleared, and 
brought to an iſſue, we ſhould not be ſo much in the 
dark in other parts of Diſcipline, the conviStion 
of an Errour by ſolid grounds being the be$? way 
to finde out the Truth ; Reformatione carried on 


with popular tumults, r«ther then rational con- 
A viction, 


To the Reader. 


vicion, ſeldom end well ; though the judgement of 
God be to be obſerved in powring contempt upon 
thoſe which are partiall in his Law, yer the im- 
provident Leapes, which @ people are wont to 
make upon ſuch occaſions, lay the foundation of a 
laſting miſchief. 1 hope that by the rewiew of theſe 
matters wee. ſhall come to know more of the Lords 
Connſell for the ordering of bis Flowſe,or at leaſt that 
«Anais ©) Peighing what may be ſaid on all ſides, we ſhall 
ir zany. learnmoreto *truth it in love,which 35 the unfeign- 


_— deſrre of him who x 


Newington, Thine in the Lord, 
June 23. 1653. 
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SESBACBBA ADE 2 
Moſt Honourable 'OR D&;, 
And ye the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of 


the Honourable Houſe of CoMMOoNSs. 


Lthough wedoubt nor, but that Book which was lately 
A direted to your Honours, bearing the name of an 
Humble Remonſtrance, hath had acceſs unto your pre- 
ſence: and is in'the fi:{t approaches of it, diſcovered 
by your diſcerning {ptrits, to be neirher Hamble, nor a Remon- 
ſtrance, buta heap of confident and ungrounded Aſlertions, to 
that to your Honours a reply may ſeem ſuperfluous : Yet leſt the 
Author ſhould glory in our filence, as a granting of the cauſe ; 
we humbly crave your Honoxrs leave io preſent, not fo much to 
your ſelves, as tothe world by your hands,a view of this Remon- 
ſtrance;in which the Auchor after too large a Preface,undertakes 
the ſupport of two things, which feem ta him to be threatned 
with danger of a preſent precipice, the Litwgy, and Hierarchy. , "_ 
Ic was a conſtitution of thoſe admired ſons of Jultice, the Are- Jo "IP 
epagi,that ſuch as pleaded before them ſhould plead without pre- "_ 
facing & without paſſion: had your Hoxoxrs made ſuch a conſiicy- 
tion, this Remonſtrance muſt have been baniſhed from the face of 
your Aſſ ay 1 the Preface tils almoſt a fourth partof the Book, 
& the reſt-\wells with lo many Paſſionate Rhetorications, as itis 
harder for us inthe multitude of his words to find what his arge- 
»ent is that we have to ax/wer,than to an/wey it when itis found. 
We would not trace him in his words, but cloſe immediately 
with his Arguments: did we not find in him a ſad exemplitication 
of that divine Axiom , 1» myaltitudine verborum n9 arceſt pecca- 
tum, In the multitude of words there wants not ſin : tor though Pag. 23. 
the Author is bold to call upon your Honoxrs to hear the words 
»f truth and confidence, yet how little truth there is in his great 
confidence, the enſuing diſcourſe ſhall diſcover. | 
His very words are confident enough, and yet as falſe as confi- 
dent; wherein he :mpropriates all hon-fty wnto theſe his papers, 
and brauds all others with the name of Libelters, and yec himſelf 
fins deeply againit the rule of honeſty, and lie3 naked to the 
ſcourpe of his own cenſure. 
Firlt, In ſetting a brand upon all writings that have lately I. 
A 2 iſluedPag.1, 


Pave 2. 
wc. 
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(2) 
ifſned from the Preſs, as if they had forgotten to ſpeak avy othe 
Language than Libellous : it ſeems himſelf had foryetren that ſome 
things had ifſued by authority of King and Parliament. 

Secondly, in taxing (implicitely) all ſuch as will not own this 
Remonſtrance for theirs, as noe of the peaceable and well-affetead 
Sons of the Church of England. 

Thirdly, in cenſuring the way of petitioning your Honours , 
the ancient and ordinary free way of lecking redreſs of our evills, 
for a T umultuary under-hand way. 

Fourthly, in condemning all ſuch as are not fautors of this E- 
piſcopal cauſe, as none of his Majelties good SubjeRs,engroſling 
that praiſe only to his own party, ſaying The eyes of us, the good 
Subjeits of this Whole Realm, are fixed upon your Succeſs AC. 

Fifthly, in ;mpropriating ta the ſame party the praile of Orth0- 
dox,p.6. as if to peak a word, orthink a thought againſt Epiſco- 
pacy, were no leis Hereſic, than it was in former time to ſpeak a- 
gainſt the Popes ſupremacy, or the Monks fat belly , whereas 
whether the Epiſcopal pert be the Orthodox, peaccable ,well affe- 
fied part, and his Majeſties only good Subjefts , we leave to your 
Honours to judge, upon the numerous information that flow in 
unto you trom the ſeverall parts of this Kingdom. 

Nor can they decline your Judgement, /ecing new that you are 
(through Goas bleſſing ) happily met in a much /onged for Parlia- 
ment: but whether to much —_ for by him and his accom- 
plices, as by thoſe againſt whom he whets his Style, the prayers 
that have obtained this happy meeting, and the praiſes ihat do 
attend it, will decide in this great day- 

The He/:na, whoſe Champion this Remonſtrant chiefly is, is 
that Government which he calls Sacred, viz. That Government by 
Arch bith»ps, Bith-ps, Deans, Arch deacons.&c. which, ſaith be, 
through the {ides of ſome miſliked perſons, [come have endeavoured 
19 wownd. Miſliked perſons? & why not @ffending perſons? why rot 
evity perſons? when this Honoxrable Houſe hath feund juſt caule 
to Charge ſoine of the with crimes of the bighelt nature. Qur zeal 
tor your Honogrs makes us tear, lelt your Aſſembly ſhould luffec 
inthis word ; asif your proceedings againl(t ſuch perſons ſhould 
be grounded upo copliance with luch as do mi{like them, rather 
than upon their own demerits, or the Juitice of chis Courc. 

Bug ybatever thoſe perſons be,theGoverment it felt is Sacre 1; 
wiith by the joy confeſſion of all reformed Divines, derives it ſclf 
from the 1imes of the bleſſed Ap;ſt, without any inerruplion, Without 
contraaitltgn 
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contradifion of any Congregation in the world unts this preſent age. 
This is but an Epi/copall Bravado;therefore we let it pals,til| we 
come to cloſe and contend with him in this poynt;where we ſhall 
demonſtrace,that in the compaſs of three lines he hath packr up as | 
many untruths, as could be ſmoothly couched in ſo few words,as 
any man of common underſtanding, that lookes upon the face of | 
the Government of almoſt all reformed Churches in the Chriſti- 
an world may at firſt view diſcover. 
But before we come to this,there are yet two things in this Pre- 
face which we count not unworthy obſervation. The fr/t is,the 
compariſon which he mak-s between the two Governments, the 
Civil, which with usis Afonarchy : & the Sacred which with him 
is Eps/copacy. Ofthe firit he ſaith,if Antiquity may be the rule (as _—_— 
he pleads ir tor Epiſcopacy) or if Scripture(as be interprets Scrip- **5'*" 
wwre) it is VARIABLE, & ARBITRARY: but the other DIVINE 
& UNALTERABLE: fo that had men petitioned for the altering [] 
of Monarchial Governmet,they had (in his Judgemet) been lels '8 
culpable, both by Scripcure & Antiquity,thi in petitioning the al- | 
teratio of the Htrrarchichal:Had he found but any ſuch paſlage in 
any of his Lewd Libel/ers, as his modelty is always pleaſed to term 
th.m) certainlyit we may borrow his own phraſe, the ears of the 
T hree intertſſed Kingdomes,yea all the N 8 Charches,and if 
we may ſay, the whole Chriſtian world, and no ſmall part be Joud it, 
had run with cries of no leſs than Treaſon, T reaſon. 
Truth is, in bis Antiquity we find that this bis uninterrupted 
ſacred Government hath fo far invaded the Civill, and ſo yoked 
Monarchy,even in this Kingdom, as Malmerbary reports : That 
William Rufas oppreſſed by Biſhops, perſwaded the Fewes to con- 
fute them, promiting thereupon to turn Eng/ard to their Religi- 
on,ibat he might be tree of Bilt:ops. And this is ſo naturall an ef- MulmeSbury; 
fe of wnalterable Epiſcopacy,that Pimathe fourth to the Spaniſs Li>+ 
Embaſſadour, importuning him to permit Biſhops to be declared 
by the Councell of Trent to be Fare Divine, gave this Anſwer : 
Thar bis King knew not what he did detire; for it Biſhops ſhould y;q. Conciy, 
be fo decked they would be all exempted from his Power, and Trid, | 
as independent as the Pope himfelt. | 
T he ſecond thing obſervable is the compariſon he makes be- 
tweenche late Alterations attempted 1a our Neighbour: Church 
by his Epiſcopall taction, and that Areration that ts now juſtly 
deſired by the hamble Peritioxers to this honourable Houſe, The one 
being atcempred by ſtrangers, eaieavouring wolently to ob- 
trade 


(4) 


rrude 111:v4tions upon a ſetled Charch and State, the other hym = 

bly petitioned tothe Heads and Princes of our State by mwltitades 

therein almoſt rained by an innovating Fation , yet doth not this 

Remonlſtrant bluſh to 1ay, it theſe be branded (ſo be calls the juſt 

cenſures of this Honourable Houle) for Incendaries how ſpall theſe 

Pay. 9. Bontefenx eſcape, &c Thus cunningly endeavouring either to ju- 

ws ſtifie the former by the practiſe of the latter, or to render the lat- 
ter more odious than the former, 

The attempts oftheſe men whom he would thus render odious, 
he craves leave to preſent to your Honours in two things, 
which are the Subjects of this quarrel , 1 te Litzrgy and Epiſco- 
pacy ; and we humbly crave your Honours leave in both to anſwer. 

SECT. II. 

| the Litargy of the Church of England (faith he)hath been 
hitherto efteemed ſacred, reverently uſed by holy Martyrs daily 
frequented by devont Proteftants,as that which more than once hath 
Pag.10. been confirmed by the Editts of religions Princesand your own Par- 
liamemtary As, &c. And hath it ſo ? where then proceed theſe 

many Aaaitions and Alterations ? that have fo changed the face 

and fabrick of the Liturgy, that as Dr. Hall ſpake once of the 

pride of Z19{and : if ovr tore-tathers ſhould revive and ſee their 

Daughters walking in Cheapſide with their Fans & Farthingales, 

&c. they would wonder what kind of Creatures they were , and 

ſ{ay.Nature had forgot her ſelf,and brought forth a monſter : fo if 

theſe holyMartyrsthat once (9 reverently uſed theLiturgy,ſhould 


Liturgy. 


revive, andlook for their Letany ſtampr by Authority of Parlia- 


ment, they would be amazed, and wondering. ſay , England had 
RITEEET, forgotten her ſelf, and brought forth, +c. Martyrs ? what do we 
_ evalu Peak of Martyrs, when we know, Sir, that one of your own (4) 
eſt Eccleſia Dei Biſhops ſaid .tin the hearing of many nor ſo long ſince, but you 
d& Þ:nſa Chi» may well remember it, T hat the ſertice of the Church of Englard 
ſti, ut heretico: was now ſo dreſt, that if the Pope ſhould come and ſee it, be would 
rum exempla c[1;m it as his own, bat that it ss in Engliſh ? 
aeevodb hey [tis little then to the advantage of your cauſe, that you tel] us, 
cramonta Coles it is travſlated into other langmages and as little fe-vicehave they 
{tir,diſc plnwm, done totheChurch of Zaxgland, who have taught our Prayers to 
Lux mu mr peak Latin again: for it it betheir Languagechiefly that over- 
a? terebris,Co id throws the Popes claim, take away that, and what hinders then, 
jovanr 4 burthe Pope may ſay, theſe are mine ? 
a": nl Anti» K . . 
cis fariune, As Or th:r Tranſlations and the great applauſe it hath obtained 
Cypr Ep.7z. from forraign Divines, which-are the fumes this Remonſtrane 
VINCt- 


— TT. 9 


— — ES 


vindicates, what late dayes have produced we Know not : but the 
oreat lights of former ages have been far from this applauding : 
we are lure judicious Caſts laith, that in the Liturgy there are 
ſundryT olerabiles Ineptie,w® we think is no very great applauſe 

To vindicate this Liturgy from ſcorn (as he calls it) at home,or 
hy your Horonrs aid to reunforce i! upon the Nation,is the work of 
his Remonſt: ance, for the effeRing whereof he fails into a» xm 
p.cya7el'd dilcourie about the Antiquity of Lyturgies, wecall it 


1:1yarale!Þdhecauſe no man that we have ſeenever drewrthe line Par. 13. 


of Liturgy ſo high as he hath done. 

Concerning which, if by Li:«rgy this Remonitrant under: 
ſtand an Order obſerved in Church Aſſembliesof praying reading, 
and expoanaing the Scriptures, adminiftring Sacraments, &c. (uch 
a Liturgy we kxow, and do echnowledge both Fews and Chriſtians 
have nied. Butif by Liturgy he underſtand preſcribed and ſtint 
ed forms of Adminiſtration compoſed by ſome particular men 
inthe Church, and impoſed upon all the reſt (asthis he muſt un» 
cerſtand,orelle all, he {aith,is nothing )we defire and expeR thar 
thole formes, which he ſaith are yet extant, and read) to be prodgn 
cra, might once appear. 

Liturgy of this former ſor: we find in Fufftine Martyr and 
Tertullian. Burthar there were not ſuch ftinted Liter gies as this 
Remanſtrant diſputes for,appears by Tertallian in his Apl.c.;0. 
where he laich, che Chriſtians of thoſe times did in ther pub: 
like aflemblies pray ſine momtore quia de peftore, without any prom 


proves in his Treatiſe de oratione : ſunt que petantur, &c. There 
are [ome things tobe ashed accoraing the occasions of every man : 
the lawfwll and ordinary prayer (that is the Loyas prayer )being laid 
as a fuundation ,, It is lawful to build upon that foundation other 
prayers according to every ones occasion. And to the ſame purpoſe 
St. Anſtin in his 121. Ep. Liberum eſt, &c, Itis free ra askthe 
jamechings thatare deired in th: Lords Prayer, al::; atque als:; 
verbi; ſometimes one way, and ſometimes another : And before 
this, inthat famous place of 7«##. Mar. Apo.2, He who inſtrufted 


Joft. Mar. 
Apvt. 2. 
. . Terr, Ap. ad 
prer but thiir own hearts. And that fo it ſhould be,the ſame Father Gen. c. 
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the people, prayed accorammg tobis ability. Nor was this liberty in Juſt. Mar. 


prayer taken away, and ferand impoſed formes introduced, ap, 

until che rime that the Arrian and Pe/agian Hereſies Cid invade 5 mpegus 3ru 

the Church, and then becauſe thoſe HerezicKs. did convey and &%pzpuis ara' 
% and Hymnes, the ##7*% 


ſpread their poiſon in their formes of Pra? 
Church thought it convenient to reſtrain the liberty of, making 
and 
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Caoncii. Load. 


Can. *9, 


Conc. Caithe 


3. Can. 23. 
Aano 367. 


Conc. Mil. z. 
Canc f*. Anno 


416. 


Pap.10. 


Pap. 11. 
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and uſing publick formes , And firlt it ordainedthat none ſhould 
pray pro arbitio, ſed ſemper cedem preces, thatnone ſhould uſe 
tbercy to vary in prayer, but uſe alwayes the ſame form , Conc. 
Load Can. 18. yet this was a form of his own compoſing , as 
appears by another Cann, wherein it was ordered thus : None 
ſhould uſe any form, unleſle he had firſt conferred Cum ſratribus 
inſtruftiorth us, With the more learned of his brethren,Conc.Carth.3. 
Can.23. and laſtly, that none ſhonld uſe fer prayers, but ſuch as 
were approved in a Synod, which was not determined till che 
year 416. Conc. Milev.2. Can.12. Andhad there been any Licur- 
gies of times of the firſt, &moſt venerable antiquity producible,the 
great admirers of them, and enquirersafrer them, would hare 
preſented them to the worldere this. 

We know that Biſbop Andrews in his zeal for Liturgies, purſu- 
ed the inquiry afcer the Zewi/h Liturgy ſo far that he thought he 
had honed it; and one there was which he ſent to Cambiage to be 
tranſlated : but chere it was ſoon diſcovered to have have been 
made long after the Fews ceaſed to be the Church of God;and ſo 
himſelf ſuppreſtir, chat ir never ſaw the light under a tranſlation. 

We wonder therefore that this Remonſtrant meant to affirm 
ſo confidently, that payer of the form of prayer, which wa compoſed 
by our bleſſed Saviour, was borrowed from the formes of prayer for- 
merly uſed by Gods people. An opinion we never met before : 
indeed we have read that the Rabbines lince the dayes of our Sa- 
viour, bave borrowed ſome expreſſions from thar prayer, and 
from other Evangelical paſſages: but we never read till now,that 
the Lord Chriſt, the Wiſdom of the Father, borrowed from the 
w/ dom of the Rabbines expreiſions to ule in prayer. 

And as much. we wonder by what Revelation or Tradition 
(Scripture being ſilent in the thing) he knew, that Peter and 
Zobn, when they went up to the Temple to pray, their prayer 
was not ofa fldden and extemporary conception, but of a regalar 
preſcription. Sure we are,ſome as well 1cad in Fen1/b Antiquity, 
as this Remonſtrant ſhews himſelf to be, have told us that the 
hour of Prayer was the time when the Prieſt burnt 1ncence, and 
the people were at their private Prayers without, as appears 
L#k.1.9.where we read, that while Zachary the Prieſt wentin t 
offer Incenſe, all the people ſtood withour praying in the time 
of the Oblation. Which Prayers were ſo farr hom being preſcript 
Form or Liturgies, that they were not vcca/ but mental Prayers, 
as Maſter Mead tells us in his expoſition upon the eighth of the 
Revelations. And 


(7) 


. And what ever Peter and 7ohx did, this we know, that when the 
Publican and the Phariſe went up to the Temple to pray (as the A- 
peſtle did ar the hour of prayer) their prayer was not of Regular pre- Par? 
ſcription, but of a preſent Conception. 

But if this Remonitrant be in the right, concerning the Jewiſh 
Licurgies, thenthe Evangelical Church might becter have improved 
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hey peace and bappineſs, then 11 compoſing Alcae's of  Invocatin ard Pave 11. 


Thankſgiving ; when there 1s one extant 41d ready to be proarceec, 
that was conſtantly uſed by Gods people, ever ſince Moſes dayes, and 
put over to the times of the Goſpel , and confirmed by Apeſtelical pra- 
ftice : or elſe greatis ourloſle , who are io unhappily deprived of 
the beſt improvement the Church mage of her peace & happineſs in the 
firſt 300 years : for rejeting thoſe Liryrgies that are conteſled by 
the Learned to be Spxrious : we challenge this Remonſftrant to pro» 


duce any one Lit#rgie that was the iſſue of thoſe times. And bleſ- Euſsb. de vit, 
Con liv4.cap.18 


ſed Conſtantine was herein as unhappy as we, who needed not have 
compoled forms of prayer tor his Guard to uſe upon the Lords day, 
but might and would have taken them out of former Liturgies , if 
there bad been any , And can ye with patience thinke that any inge= 
nuous C hriſtian ſhould be [o tranſpertea , as upon ſuch weak and un- 
proved premiſes to build ſuch a Confident Conclaſion,as this Remon- 
{trant doth ? And in that Conclx/zon torget the itate of the contro= 
verſie, ſliding from the queſtion of a preſcribed and impoſed Liturgie 
to an arbitrary book of prayer. 

In his Rheterical Encomuum of conceived prayer we ſhall more wil- 
lingly bear a part with him , than they whoſe cauſe he pleads, for 
hat not that been 1n their hearts, which is in this book : to hate to be 
guilty of pouring water upon the Spirit, and gladly to adde ole rather: 


Page 


{o many learned, able, Conſcientious Preachers had not been mo- Pag. 


lefted and ſuſpended, for letting the conſtant flames of their fixed con- 
ception mount wp from the altar of their zealous heart unto the throne 
of grace:nor had there. been ſo many advantages watched from ſome 
{tops aud ſeeming ſoleciſmes in ſome mens prayers, to b/a/pheye the 
(pirit of Prayer, which thongh now confeſt to be ſo far from being 


effeuſive , that they are as pleaſing Muſick, in the eares of the Almigh- Pas 
[# 


ty:yettime hath been,when they have ſounded as meer Battologies ; 
nay no better than meer B/aſphemies in the ears of ſome Biſhops. 


And if this conceived prayer be not to be oppoſed in another, ©4£: 


by any man that hath found the true operation of this grace in 
hunſelfe ; with what ſpirit then = thoſe poſleſt , that have not 
onely 


II, 
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(8) 
only thus raged with their tongues againſt this way of prayer , bat 
by ſealing up the mouths of Miniſters for praying thus in publick, 
and impoſing penances upou private Chriſtians for praying thus in 
their families : and compelling them to abjure this praQtice , have 
endeavoured with raging violence to baniſh this divine Ordinance 
from our Churches and dwellings, and profeſt in open Court, it was 
fitter for Amferdam than for our Churches, | 

But howſoever this applauſe of conceived prayer may ſeem to be 
Cordiall , yet he makes it bat a vantage ground to lift up publique 
formes of ſacred Church Liturgy (as he cis it) the higher, that they 
may have the greater honour, that by the power of your authority they 
may be reinforced , which work there would have been no need to 
call your Honours to, had not Epiſcopall zeale broke forth into 
ſuch flames of indignation againſt conceived prayers, that we have 
more juſt cauſe to 1mplore the propitions aide of the ſame Amthority 
= A the Liberty of thu, than they to reiuforce the neceſſity 
of that. 

Yet there are two ſpecious Arguments which this Remonſtrant 
brings to perſwade this deſired re-inforcement , the Originall and 
Confirmation of our Liturgy. 

For the firlt, he tells your Hoxours, it was ſelefted ont of ancient 
Models not Roman but Chriſtian, contrived by the holy Martyrs and 
Confefſors of the bleſſed reformation of Religion , where we beſeech 
your Henoxri to conſider how we may truit theſe men , who ſome- 
times ſpeaking and writing of the Rewan Church, proclaim ita true 
Church of Chxift, and yet here Roman and Chriftien ſtand in oppo= 
fition : ſometimes they tell men , their Liturgy is wholly taken out 
of the Roman Miſſal,only with ſome little alteration:and here they 
would perſwade your Honours there is nothing Rowan in it. Bur it 
is wholly ſeleRted out of pure Ancient Models, as the Qayniefſence 

. of them all. Whereas alasthe originall of it , is publiſhed co the 
world, in that Proclamation of Edwardthe (ixth. 


} And thouph here they pleaſe to ſtile the Compoſers of it , holy 


| Martyrs and comrivers of that bleſſed Reformation : yer there are of 
the Tribe for whem he pleads, not a few that have called them 7 r4:- 
rors rather than Aſartyrs, and Deformers ratheythan Reformers of 
our Religion. 
His other Argument for the Liturgy is taken from that /apply of 
frength it hath received from the recommendation of four moſt Re- 
ligiew Princes , and your own Parliamentary eſtabliſhments :and more 


eſpecially 


(9) 


efpecially from the proclamation of King James of famous memory? the 
validity of which plea, your Honours are belt able to judge, and 
therefore we leave it at your Bar ; yet theſe two things we know : 
firit that this for was never eſtabliſbea to be (0 punttaally obſerved, 
ſo rigereuſly preſſed, to the caſting ont of all that ſeraple it, or any 
thing in Gn many of his Majeſties Subjects now do)to the(atmoſt) 
juſtling out of the preaching of the word&conceived prayers altogether. 
And ſecondly, as ſure as we are, that your Honogrs think neicher 
your own Laws, nor the Proclamation ot that w:ft famous and ever 
admired Prince, to be as unalterable as ihe Laws of the Afedes and 
Per ſions, | 
And now having briefly ſhewed,that Zuzrgics are not of that ax- 
14quity that this Remonſtrant pretends, but that conceived prayer was 
in uſe in the Church of God before Liturgies , and is juſtified fron 
their own mouths, & not to be found fant with by any but a graseleſs 
»4n:and having likewiſe ſhewed that or Lit»rgy was taken out of 
Models,not onlyChriſtian but Roman,8& had lince the firſt compiling 
of it ſuffered alteration to the worſe , and though eftabliſhed by Law, 
and confirmed by Proclamation, was never intended to the juſtling 
out,cither of preaching or conceived prayer, theſe things declared, 
we humbly crave your Honours leave to propound theſe 2. Pneries. 


QUERE. 1. 


Whether it be not fit to conſider of the alteration of the preſent 
Liturgy. 

I peak ſe it ſymbolizeth ſo much with che Popiſh Maſs,as that the 
Pope himſelf was willing to have it uied,if he might but confirm it, 

It was made and compoſed into this frame, on ous to bring 
the Papiſts to our Churches, which we find to be with ſo little 
ſucceſs, as that it bath rather broughs many of us to them,than any 
of them to us,and bath loſt many of ours from vs. 

Becauſe many things therein contained are ſtumbling blocks be- 
fore the feet of many : ſuch as theſe, the clopging ic with Ceremo- 
nies, and the often and impertinent reiterating of the Lords prayer, 
theill tranſlation of the Pſalmes, and other Scriptures, the many 
phraſes in the very prayers, which are liable to juſt exception. And 
whereas the Minifter by the Scripture is the peoples mouth to God, 
this Book preſcribes Reſponſories to be ſaid by the _ ſome of 
which are unſuitable to what the Miniſter pronounceth , ſome of 
them ſeem to ſavour of I 7 are made to be ſo eflential 

2 to 
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co the prayer,as that all which the Miniſter ſaith,is no prayer with- 
out them , as in the Letany. 

Becauſe it is ſo much 1dolized,as that itis accompted the only wor- 
ſhip of God in England, and is now made the upholder of a non- 


Abbot -againſt preaching Miniſtery,and is cryed up to that height,as that ſome are 


Charch- for- 


lakers; 


48 


' unleſs it be altered, there is no 


not aſhamed to ſay , that the wit of Men and Angels cannot mend 
it : andthat it is a ſufficient diſcharge of the Miniſters duty to read 
this Book. 

There are fuch multitudes of P_ that diſtaſte this Book, that 

ope of any mutua1l agreement be- 

tween Gods Miniſters and their people. 
. There is ſuch a vaſt difference between it, and the Licurgies of all 
other reformed Churches, as that it keeps them ar a diſtance from 
us, and us from full Communion with them. 


QUERE 11. 


Whether the firſt reformers of Religion did ever intend the uſe 
of a Lirurgy further,thanto be an help in the want, or to the weak- 
neſs of a Minilter. 

All other reformed Churches, though they uſe Licurgies, yer 
do not bind their Miniſters to the uſe 6f them. 

A Rubrickin King Edwards book left it unto the diſcretion of 
the Miniſter, what and how much to read, when there was a Ser- 
mon. ; 

The Homilies which are appointed to be" read,are leftfres either 

ro be read'or nor," by preaching Miniſters; and why not then the 
Liturgy ? eſpecially conſidering that the ability e6 6ffer up the peo- 
ples wants ro God in prayer is part of the Miniſtefiall office, as well 
as preaching.And if it can be thought no leſs than ſacriledge to rob 
the, people of che Miniſters gift in preaching ,and to tye them toHo- 
milies, it can be'no leſs, to deprive them ot heir gift in prayer. 
" The ground of the firſt bitilns of it upon all ro nſe,was not to'tye 
godly men from exerciſing their'siftit prayer, butall rhe old'Po- 
piſh Prieſts, that by a ſeeming return to our Religion did through 
indulgence retai:. their places, from retutping to the old Mals, 

That which makes many refuſe to be preſent at our Church-ſer- 
vice, - is7:0: offiy the Liturgy it, ſe;f, bur the impoſing of it upon 

iniſters. And we find no Way to recover our people to afſtinted, 
prayer, burleaving itfret co'uſe or not touſe. :- 

Ic 


(11) 


If ic be 0bje&ed that this will breed diviſions and diſtfrbances in 0bjefliog. 


Churches, unlefs there be a uniformity, and that there are many 
unable 

It hath not bred any diſturbance in other reformed Churches. 

Why ſhould the free liberty of uſing or not uſing a Liturgy,breed 
more confuſion than the free liberty of reading or not reading Ho- 
milic9eſpecially when Miniſters ſhall teach people,not to condemn 
one another in things indifferent. | 

If there be a care taken in thoſe that have the power to make Mi- 
niſters, to chooſe men gifted as well for prayer as preaching, there 
cannot be conceived how any inconvenience ſhould follow. Or.it 
afterwards it ſhould appear, that any Miniſter ſhould prove inſut- 


Anſwer. 


a * 


ficient to diſcharge the duty of prayer in a conceived way,it may be 


impoſed on him as a puniſhment, to uſe ſet forms and no other. Bur 
why any Miniſter that hath the gift of prayer, in an abundant 
meaſure, as well as of preaching,ſhould be hindred from exerciting 
his gift well , becauſe another uleth it ill, is a new Divinity never 
heard of in Gods Church, till Biſhop Wrezs dayes, who forbad all 
uſe of conceived prayer in the Church, 


SECT. III. 


E come now with your Honours favomr,to the ſecond point 

diſputed in this Remonſtrance, Epiſcopacy it [e/f, againit 
which wharſoever hath been either ſpoken or written by any,euher 
learnea Divines,or well-reformed Charches(as his conſcience knows, 
there are of both that writ againſt it) is taxed by him as no other 
than the »njuſt Clamours either of weak, or ſattions perſons, Sure the 
man thinks he hath obtained a Aſonopoly of learning,and all Know- 
l:dxe is lockt up in his beſome , and not onely Knowledge but piety 
and peaceableneſs too , for all thatare not of his opinion, muſt ſut- 
ter either as weak or factious, if he may be their Judge. We know 
not what his Arrogancy might attempt to faſten upon your He- 
n<ars ſhould the howels of your compallion be inlarged,ro weigh in 
* the Ballance of your wiſdomes, the maltitzde of Humble Petitions, 
preſented to you from ſeveral parts ot this Kingdom,that hath long 
croaned under the Iron and Inſupportable yoake of this Epiſcopal! 
Government, which yet we do not, but your Hozoxrs will pleaſe to 
tiK2 into your pradentandptous confideration:;Efpectalty knowing 
iris their continuall praiſe ro load with the 0dious names of Fatts- 
23 all that juttly complain of their #7jxft oppreſſion. 
In 
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_ an army of ye- 


(1a) 
In his addreſs to his defence of Epiſcopacy,he makes an un bappy 
confeſſion that he is confounded in bimſelf. Your Honours may in 
this believe him, for he tht reads this remonſtrance,may eaſily ob- 
ſerve ſo many falſities and contradiftions , (though preſented to 
publick view, with a face of confident boldneſs, ) as could not fall 
from the Pen of any, but a ſe!ſ-confounded man, which though we 
doubt not but your Honours kave deſcryed , yet becauſe they are hid 
I. from an errant & obſerving eye, under the Embroyderies of a filke 
* Pag 2. Language, we Humbly crave your Honours leave to put them one 
4 One of theſe by one upon the file, that the world may ſee what credit is to be gi- 
Sonnes of the yen to the bold aſſertion of this confident Remonſtrant. 
—_— 9 Firſt, in his ſecond page, he dubs his book * the fairhſul meſſenger 
ws. wot this of all (a) the praceable and right affefted ſons of the Church of Eng- 
Remonſtrant land: which words ( beſides that unchbriſtian T bet«,wbich as we al- 
is, was he who ready obſerved,they ſet upon all that are not of his party) carry in 
Os the bowells of the a notorious falſity & contradiRtion to the praiſe 
—_— 'be Of this Book , for how could this book be the meſſenger of all his 
the death of 0m” _ in England, when it is not to be imagined, that all could 
thoſe that did know of the coming forth of this book before it was publiſhed ? and 
appear to move how can this book crave admittance in all their names that ſpeaks in 
againſt the the (ingular number, and as in the perſon of one man almoſt thar 
grievances of hol k th 
Epiſcopacy ; & Whole thorow. w. | | 
if the reſt of But it may be ſome will ſay, this is but a ſmall ſlip , well, be it ſo: 
theſe Millions but inthe ſeventh page he layes it on in four lines,aſſerting theſe 4. 
ns things : Firſt that E Mfcopal government, ( that very ſame Epiſcopal 
Page to tre JOYErnMent, which ſome he ſaith ſeek, to wownd, that is government 
ſo punually Þy a Dioceſan Biſhop) derives it ſelf from the Apoſtles times;which 
calculated p. though we ſhall coy $4 more. fully confute anon, yet we cannot 
41. be of his here but rank it amongſt his notorious —: for how could there be 
ſpirit , they are (q government ofa Dioceſs by a Biſhop derived from the Apoſtles 
ry peaceable & times,when in the Apoſtles times there were no Biſhops diſtinct fr6 
right affe&ea Presbyters,as we ſhall ſhew?and if there had been Biſhops,yer they 
men. were no Dioceſans ; for it was a hundred years after Chriſt, or as 
2. moſt agree 260 before pariſhes were diſtinguiſhed, and there muſt 
Pag.7 be a diltin&tion of pariſhes before there could be an union of them 
Everiftus, 100. into Diocedles. : 
Dionyſus. 260. <econdly, it is by the joyut confeſſion of all reformed Divines gran® 
jormry An * red, that this ſacred Government is derived from the Apoſtles : What 
yoth 13,34- All reformed Divines ? was Calvin, Beza, 7unins, Oc. of that 
mind ? Are the reformed Churches of France, Scotland, Nether- 
lands, of that Judgement? we ſhallſhew anon that there is no 
more 
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(13) 
more truth in this Aſertion then if he had faid with Anaxayoras, 
ſnow is black, or with Copernicas, the Earth moves , and the Hea- 
vens ſtand ſtill, 

Thirdly , he faith this Government hath continxed without any in- 
terraption : What doth he meane, at Rome ? for weread in jome 
places of the world this Government was never known for many 
years together : as in Scot/and, we read that in ancient Times the 
Scots were inſtructed in the Chriſtian Faith by Prieſts and Monkes, 


and were without Biſhops 2go years : yea, to come to Exgland, we Fobn Meaior l.z;: 
would deſire to know of this Remonſtrant whether God had a ##t de geft. 
Church in Ezgland in Qu. Aaries dayes or no ? andif fo, who 5% <2. 2. 


were then the Biſhops of this Church , for ſome there muſt be, if ir 
be true that this man ſaith , this Government hath continued with- 
out any interruption unto this day , and Biſhops then we know not 
where to finde but in the line of Popiſh ſuccefſion. 

Fourthly , he faith ir hath chus continued without the contracs- 
Aion of any one Congregation in the Chriſtian world. It ſeems he hath 
forgotten what their own _ Heyliz hath written of the peo- 
ple of Biſcay in Spain, that they admit of no Biſhops to come a- 
mong them , for when Ferdinand the Catholick came in progreſle 


accompanied among others with the Biſhop of Pampelone, the peo- xyii 3 
ple roſe up in Armes, drove back the Biſhop , and gathering up all ay - Geog 


the duſt which they thought he had trode on , flung it into the 
SEA. 


Which ſtory had it been recorded only by him, would have been Gener. Hift. of 
of lighter credit.But we read the ſame ia theSpaniſhChronicle,who 3Þ«ia |. 22. 


faith more than theDoRor:for he tells us that thePeople that threw 
that duſt that the Biſhop or his Mule bad trode on,inco the ſea with 
Curſes and imprecations : which certainly , faith he , was not done 
without ſome /Ayſtery, thoſe people not being void of Religion, 
but ſuperltitiouſly devout as the reſt of the Spaniards are : fo that 
there is one Congregation in the Chriſtian world which this Go- 
vernment hath met with contradiction. 

And are not the French, Scotiſh, and Belgick Churches worthy 
to de counted Chriſtan Congregations? and who knows not that 
amongſt cheſe this Government hath mer not only with verball but 
reall contradiction ? 

Yet he cannot leave his———— but within two pages is at it a- 


gain : and tels us of an unqueſtionable ckarnefſe wherein it hath Page 9. 


een from the Apoſtles derived to us : how unqueſtionable ? —_ 
rac 


oy 
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(14) 
the many volumes written about it , witneſſe tothe world, andto 
his con/ctencec, it hath been as much queſtioned as any point (almcſt) 
in our Religion, 

And that aſſertion of his that tels us, that the people of God had 
a forme of prayer as ancient as Moſes, which was conſtantly pra&liſca 
to the Apoſtles dayes, and by thr Apoſiles, &c, though we have ſhew. 
ed how bold and falſe this aſſertion is, yet we mention it here , as 
deſerving to be put into the Catalogue. 

And that he may not ſeem Contra mentim ive , but to be of the 
ſame mind ſtill, p. 18. he faith, Epiſcopal Governmaont hath continu- 
ed in this Iſland ever ſince a” x plantaticn of the Goſpel without 
contradiftion. Had he taken a leſle ſpace of time, and faid but tince 
the re/uſcitation of the Goſpe), we can prove it to him and ſha]. 
that ſincethe reformation, Epiſcopacy hath been more contradict- 
ed, than ever the Papacy was before the extirpation of it. 

Yet (tillthe man runs on, thinking to get credit co his untruths 
by their multiplications , for pag. 21. he ſaith , Certainly except all 
Hiſtories , all Anthors faile us, nothing caube more certain than this 
truth: Os Durum ! Nothing more certain | what is it not more cer- 
tain thereis a God ? or isit not more certain that Chriſt is God and 
man ? is it not more certain that Chrilt is the only Saviour of the 
world? Nething mere certain ! muſt this then be an Article of our 
Creed, the corner ſtone of our Religion? muſt this be of neceſlity to 
ſalvation ? nothing more certain | O that men ſhould not only for- 
get themſelves, bur God alſo : and in their zeal for their Honour ut- 
ter words bordering upon Blaſphemy. 

Indignation will not ſuffer us to proſecute theſe fallities of his any 
further , we will leave this diſpleaſing ſervice, only retorting the 
words of this Remonſtrant upon himielf, Swrely could he locke with 
oxr eyes (or any eyes that were-not partiall) he would ſee cauſe to be 
throughly aſhamed of theſe bus groſſe injurious miſcarriages, and ſhould 
be forced to confeſs, that never geod cauſe (it cauſe be good) bad more 
reaſon to complain of a ſinful proſecntion.. 


SECT. IV. 


Ee will now come with your Honours patience, to weigh 
whether there be any more trength in his arguments, then 


 thereis truth in his affertions. 


His Plea for Epiſcopacy confiſts of two parts, In the firſt he 
brings 


(15) 
brings arguments for the ſupporting of it. In the ſecond he under- 
takes to anſwer the objeRions that may be made againſt it. 

His firſt argument for it, is couched in theſe words, Were this 
Ordinance meerly humane or Eccleſiaftical, if there could zo more be 
[aid for it, but that it is exceeding antient, of more then 15. hunaxed 
years, &c, Theſitrength of which argument lies in chis, that they 
have been in peaceable poſleſlion of chis Government fifteen hun- 
dred years and upward, and in this Ifland ever ſince the Goſpel}, 
without contradiction. 

In which words he ſpeaks two things which deſerve jult cenſure, 
Firſt,that the Hierarchicall Government bath continued tor fifteen 
hundred years, therefore ſhould not now be altered; which may * Fruftrs con- 
well be called, as Hzerom in another caſe, Argumentum Galea:tum, vm ig = 
an Argument calculated for the Meridian of Epiſcopacy,aud may in- — = 
differently ſerve for all Religions #n theworld:For thus theews might ze veritate, aut 
have pleaded againſt Chriſt the antiquity of more then ſo many nnidſit in ſis 
hundred years; and thus the Heathens did plead againſt Chriſtian /#i9us -_— 
Religion, which «ſti» Martyr in his Apology antwers. And by Sn \ nr 
this Argument the Pope fit as faſt riveted in his chair at Rome, as 4 gpiritu $antto 
ours in theirs : whoſe Plea for Antiquity runs parallel with theirs. It Revelaturs.Gy. 
isa good obſervation of Cyprian,that Chriſt ſaid, Ego ſum via, veri- Epiſt.93. 
tas & vita; not Egoſum ;, and* that Conſuet udp ſine veritare eſt (*) Itiswell 
vetuſtas erroris, Chriſt is Truth, and not Cuſtom; and Cuſtom _ wy _ 
without Truth, is as mouldy errour : and as Sir Francis Bacon Biſhop Phra 
faith, Antiquity without Trath, is a C ypher without a figure, Apoſtalica, chat 

Yet had this (5) Remonſtrant been as well verſed in Antiquity, is, the Biſhop 
as he would bear the worldin hand, he hath, he might have tound tis che lame 
learned Antients affirming, there was a time when the Church CT 
was not governed by Biſhops bur by Presbyters. And when by Biſh- hugdred years 
ops,he might further have ſeen more affinity between our Biſhops Kanding ; bur 
and the Pope of Rome, than between the primitive Biſhops and 2 Biſhop of 
them. And that as King James of famous memory, ſaid of the Re- £54 Pontifi- 
ligion of Exg/axd, that it differed no more from Rome, than Rome —_—_ bu 
did from what it was at firft, may as truly be ſaid of Bilt ops, that ſuperiour OT 
we differ no more from them, than they do from what Biſhops Presbyrer,' in- 
were, when firſt they were raiſed unto this Eminency , which veſted with 
difference we ſhall ſhewin our enſuing Diſcourſe, to be ſo great, ſole power of ' 
as he that ſaid of Rome, he did Roman in Roma querere, he ſought arg 
Rome in Rome, ſo we Epiſcopatum in Kpiſcopatu, may $0 ſeek for a CO Novell p 
Biſhop among all our Biſhops. Invention. 
C And 
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And whereas in his application of this argument to the Biſhops 
of this Nation, he faith, It hath continued in this Iſland ever ſince the 
fir plantation of the Goſpel without contradiftion,which is his Second 

Pare 1g in this Argument : How falſe is this, we have declared already, and 
we all know,and himſelf cannot but know,that there is no one thing 
ſince the Reformation,that hath met with ſ@ much Contraasttion as 
Epi/copacy hath done, wicnels the ſevera|Books written in the reigns 
of our ſeveral Princes, and the many Petitions exhibired to our le- 
verall Par/-am:xts, and the many ſpeeches made there in againſt E- 
* what the = piſcopal Government : many of which are yet extant. 

ſtzbliſhmesr As for that ſupply of Acceſlory ſtrength, whick he begs to this 
of Epiſcopacy Argument, trom the light of Nature, the rules of juſt polity which 
by the Laws 15, ſaich heyteacheth #15 not eaſily to give way tothe change of thoſe things, 


Froondd, che which long uſe and many * Laws _ eſt abliſhed, as nicrſſary 


"arned Sr. Ed. 49d bent ficiall , it is evident, that thoſe things which co former ages 
ward Cook in* have ſeemed nece La and beneficial,may to ſucceeding 
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s generations 
forms us, who proye not neceſſary ut #9.x5945, not beneficial but barthenſome, And 
_ _ then the ſame light of Natare, and the fame juſt policy, that did at 
—_ went, The firſt command the eſtabliſhment of them,may,and will perſwade 
holden at Car- Deir Aboliſhment 3 if nor, either our Parliaments mult never repeal 
lile ix the 25. any of their former Acts ( which yer they bave juſtly and wiſely 
year of Edward done) orelle in ſo doing,mult run Counter to the Light of Nature, 


= CS and the Ryles of juſt policy ,, which to think were an 1mpiety to be 
en Charch Punithed by the Judge. 


of England 

was founded in the ſtate of prelacy within the Realm of England, by the King and his progeni- 
tors, &c. for them to inform the people in the Law of God, and to keep hoſpitality, and give 
Almes,and do other works of Charity. And the ſaid Kings in times paſt were wont to have their 
advice and coanſel for the ſafe-guard of the Realm , when they had need of ſuch Prelates and 
Clarks ſo advanced : Cook de ju-e Regis Ecclefiaftico. Bur whether Biſhops have obſerved che 
Orders of th-ir firſt foundationggoc. 


SHR Ss V.* 


Pa7.19,20. T He Second Argument for the defence of Epiſcopal Government, 

| is from the Pedigree of this boly Calling, which he derives from no 
leſs than an Ap»ficlical, and in that right divine inſtitution , and eflayes to prove 
it from the praCtile of tie Apoltles, and as he faith,that clcar prattiſe of their $uc- 
geſſors, continues in Chrijts Church to this very day : And this Argument he 
ſo much confides in,that he concludes it with this Triumphant Epiphonema, What 
ſcruple can remain in any ingenious heart ? and determines, 1f any continue yet 
#uſatisfied, 


q 
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vrſatisfied, It 15 1 aeſpight of reaſon, ana a'l evid nee of Hiſtory, Ana 


becauſe he Willfully ſhuts his eyes with a purpoſe not to ſee the light, Pap. 21, 


Bona verba. 

Burt by your favour Sir, we will tell you, notwithſtarding the ſap 
poled {trength of your argumentation, there is one ſcruple yet re- 
maining;and if you would know uponwhat ground, it is this, becauſe 
we find in Scripture (which by your own confeſſion is Originall 
Authority) that Biſhops and Presbyters were 0rig1rally the tame, 
though afterwards they came to be diſtinguiſhed : and in proceſs of 
time, Epiſcopacy did ſwallow up all the hoxor and power of the Preſ- 
byrery,as Pharoah's lean Kine did the fat. 

Their Identity is diſcernable, firſt, from the ſame names given 
unto both : ſecondly, from the tame office deſigned unto both in 
Scripture. As for the names,are not the ſame names given unto both 
in Sacred Writ ? Let the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh verſes of the firſt 
Chapter to Tia teſtifie : In the fifth verſe, the Apoſtle ſhews that 
he lefe Tirws in Creteto ordain Elders in every City: inthe ſixth 
verſe, be gives a delineation of the perſons that are capable of ſuch 
Ordination : &in the ſeventh,the Reaſon,why the perſon to be or- 

dained,muſt be ſo qualified : for a B:yhop,&c.Now if the Biſhop and 
Elder be not here the ſame, bur names of diſtin& office and order, 
the Apoliles reaſon in the 7th. verſe of his direRtion in the fifth and 
ſixth verſes, is (with teverence be it ſpoken) inconſequentiall, and 
his demand unjuſt. If a Chancellor in one of the Univerſities ſhould 
give order to his Vice-chancellor to admit none the degree of Bat: 
chelour in Arts,but ſuch as were able to preach, or keep a Divinity 
AR for Batchelsurs in Divinity muſt be ſo: what reaſon or equity 
werein this ? ſo if Pawlleaving T3txs as his Locum tenens,as it were 
in Creet for a ſeaſon, ſhould give order to him not to admit any to 
be an Elder but one thus & thus qualified, becauſe a Biſhop mult be 
ſo : had a Biſhop been an order or calling diſtin& from, or ſuperior 
to a Presbyter,and not the ſame, this had been no more rationall or 
equal than the former : therefore under the name of Biſhop in the 
7.v.the Apoſtle intends the Elder mentioned in the 5.v. Conſonant 
to this is the Language of the ſame Apoſtle, 4#; 20.v.1748.where 
ſuch as in v.17. he calls Tg49&)ipes, E/ders;in the18.be calls imiotomes, 
in ordinary Engliſh, Biſhops, though our Tranſlation there , Cwe 
know not for what reaſon ) reads it Overſeers; nor ſo rendring the 
word in any other Text, 
C 2? And 


wi 
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And thouph this Remonſtrant undertakes to ſhew a clear received 
diſtinRion of Biſhops , Presbyters and D:acons , as three diſtine* 
and ſubordinate Callings in Gods Church, with az evident ſpecifica' 
tion of the duty and charge belonging to eachof them, or elſe let this 
claimed Hierarchy be for ever hooted ont of the Church : Yet let us tel! 
him, that we never hind in Scripture theſe three Orders, B:hops, Preſ- 
byters and Deacons, mentioned together, but only. Bifops and 
Beacons, as Phil. 1. and 1 Tim, Nordo we find in Scripture any 
Ordination to the office of a Biſhop fro the Ordination of an Elder; 
Nor do we find inScripture the ſpecification of anyDuty charged up- 
on a Biſhop that Elders are ſecluded from : Nor any qualitication 
required in a Biſhop, that is not requilite 1n every Presbyter ; ſome 
of which, if not all, would be found, were they not the tame. 

But if this RemonFrant think to help himſelt by taking SanQuary 
in Antiquity (though we would gladly reſt in Scripture, the San&tw 
ary of the Lord) yer we will follow him thither,and there ſhew him 
that Hierom from the Scriptures proves more .han once, Presbyters 

| . and Biſhops to be the ſame. And Chry/. in Phil.1. Homil. 2, with 
Re 4d his Admirer T heophylaf?. in Ptil.1. affirmes, that whiles the Apoſtles 
_ W lived, the names of Biſhops and Presbyters were not diſtinguiſhed, & 
not only while the Apoſtles lived, burin after ages. Dorh not [re- 
neus ule the name of Biſhyps and Precbyters aliaxpire;, ina promil- 


Iren, adver. aotte ; + k | 
hzr.lib.g. cap, cu0us lenle * Arc not Amcetus, Pius, Hyoinnus, T eleſphori, Sixtns, 


432 44- whom the Papiits call Biſhops and the Popes Predeceffors, termed 
wiſt. Lib. s. by Exſc65 Presbyters? Nor was it ſtrange in the Primitive times 
cap. 23. to hear Biſhops called Presbyters, when Presbyters,wricing to their 


Biſhops, have called him Fratey. So Cyp. (Ep.26.in the beginning) 
is {tiled by his Presbyters, Deacons and Confeſlors , nor was the 
holy Martyr offended with thattitle, nor they condemne1 of inio- 
lency that uſed it. 

But what ſhould we burthen your patience with more teſtimonies 
when the evidence of this Truth hath (hined with ſo ſtrong a beam, 
that even our Aaver/aries have (tooped to it, and confeſſed that 

Bct aeCicr.1 their Names were the lame inthe Apoſtles time ? but yer, ſay ther, 
the Offices were diftinct. 

Now here we would gladly know, what theſe men make the Gi- 
{tjn& Office of a Biſhop. 

Is it to edifie the Church by Word and Sacrament? is it to or- 
dain others to that work? is icto rule, to povern, by admonition 
and other cenſures ? If any of theſe, if all theſe make up the 

| proper 
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proper work of a Biſhop ; we can prove from Sctipture that theſe Presbyteris ſcat 


belong unto the Prebytery, which is no more then was granted by a Epiſcopis Di- 

Councel ſpenſatio Myſte- 
- ”P KEE : 1107178 Det com- 

miſſa eſt : Praſunt enim Eccleſix Chrifti, in conſccratione Dominici Corperis (oy ſarguinis, conſort 


ſunt cum Epiſcopis : (5 firm! ter in, Do&rina Populorum, ( in officis pradicanat z ac ſolum propter auto- 


ritatemn, ſwmm? Sacerdcti Clzricorumn Ordinatio reſervata eſt. Concil Aquiſgrean primum,Can 8. 

Evange.ium tribuit his qui preſunt Eccleſie Mandetum dvcendi Evangelii, remittendi peccate, edmi- 
niſtr and1Sacramenta: preterea juriſdifienem, videlicet Mandatum exc:v:mun'candi eos quorum nota 
ſunt crinina,tF reſipijeentes rw ſum abſolvendi: Ac emnium Confeſſiane,etianm adverſariorum liquet, hanc 
p'tejtatem Jure Divin0 commune efſe OmnibUs q4i preſunt Eccleſia, ſive Paſtores v"c:ntur fave Preſ- 
byreri jive Epiſcopi. Scriptum Philip. Melanch. zz conventu Smalcald. Anno 1 $40.4 precipuic i. avium 
Ecul-jiarion DoForibas c mmuni Conſenſu comprobatum de poteſtate (y juriſei&-ne Epiſcoporum. 

tor the firit editying of the Church by Word & Sacramcts,though 

we fear they will tome of chem at leaſt ſcarce own this as their prop= 
er work ( for ſome have been cited into the High Commiſion for lay* 
ing,it belongs to them,)yet Sir weare ſure,Scripture makes it a part» 
a chief of the Epiſcopal Cflice,tor ſo in 1 Per.5.2 they are ſaid to do 
the work of a Biſhop, when they do feed the flock of God. And this 'ETin7076, 
is ſuch a work as we hope their Lord/hips will givethe poor Presby- Faire. , 
ters leave to ſhare with chem in: or if not, we will cell chem that the 
Ap. Peter in that forecited place; and the Ap. Pal, As 20 binds this 
work upon our hands, and IWoe unto us if we preachnot the Gospell. 

Bur this branch of Epiſcopall and Presbyterial office we pats with 
brevity, becauſe in this there lyes not ſo much controverlie as in the 
next, which they do more wholly :mpropriate to themielves: the 
power of Ordination. 

Which power, that it was in former times in the hands of ! re/- 
F-yters, appears 1 Tim4.14.Neglef not the gift which was given thee 
ty Prophecy and by the laying on the hands f the Frebytery. The gitc 
here ſpoken of is the Miniſterial gift,the exerciſe whereof,the Apo- 
ile exhoits Timothy not to negleR, which faich he,he had received, 
not by the laying on of the hands of one ſingle man, whether Ap» 
{tle, or Biſhip, or Presbyter, but 9 rg6o8v7ngis, the Presbytery, that is, 
the whole company of Presbyters, for in that ſence only we find 78 
Tar EvurHgw taken in Scripture,as in Luk, 22 v.66 AF 22.v.5. which 
the Chriſtian Church called the Eccleſgaftical Senate,as frrom in I. 
3. Nos havemns in Fecleſia Senatur n:ſtram, CotumPrebyterorum, 
and an A-oftolical Senate ort3 gun 'Anwoany [onatins Epiſ.ad Mag - 
nes. and lome times n4676ur Het Con. Ancyr. Can.1 8, 

And though the Apoſtie in his {.cond Epiſtle to Time. 1. 6. makes Ferom 1/4, 3" 
mention ofthe laying on of his hands : yet to maintain the Harmo- 
ny of Scriyrure, 1t mult not be denyed fo there was impolition of 77zar. Fpif, 
hands by the Presbytery as well as by himſelf, and fo it wasa ad Magnes. 
joyne act ; Sothat in this there is no more difference then in the Coxc. Az cr, 
former, Ard Can.18, 
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Andif there be no "difference between Ppresbyters in feeding or 
Ordaining, let us ſee if there be any in the third part of their ottice 
of Ruling, which though our Bi/ops aſſume wholly to themlelves, 
Yet we ſhall diſcover, . a it hath been committed o and exerciſed 
by Presbyterial hands. 

ror who are they of whom the Scripture ſpeaks, Heb.1 3.17.0bey 
them that have the Rale over you : for they watch for your ſonls, as 
they that muſt give an account, &C. 

Here all tuch as watch over the Souls of Gods people, are intitu- 
led to rale over them. So that unleſs Biſhops will ſay, that they ox/y 
watch over the Souls of Gods people, and are only to give an acconnt 
forthem, they cannot challenge to themſelves the {o/c r»/e over 
them, Andit the Biſbops can give us good ſecurity, that they will 
acquit us from giving wp our acconnt to God for the Souls of his peo- 
ple,we will quic our plea,and refign to them the ſole rule over them. 

So again, in 1 Theſſ.5.12, Know them Which laboxr among ſt you 
and are over you in the Loyd, and admoniſh you. 

In which words are contained theſe truths: Firſt that in one 
Church (for the Theſalonians were but Church, 1 (a.) there 
was not 6 Tyvigduer© bur &i rroiguueret, not owe chic 'f Br1ſhop or Pre ſ- 
dent, but the Preſidency was in many. 

Secondly, that this Preſidency was of ſuch as laboured in the 
Word and Do&tine. 

Thirdly, that the Cenfſures of the Church were managed not by 
one, but by them all in Communi. Them that admoniſh you. 

Fourthly, that there was among them a Parity : for the Apoſtle 
bids know them in an indifferency, not diſcriminating one from ano. 
ther ; yea ſach was the Rule that Elders had,that St.Perer thought ic 
needful to make an exhortation to them to uſe their power with 
AMoaeration, not Loraing it over Gods Heritage, 1Pcter 5.3. , 

By this time we have ſufficiently proved trom Scripture, that 
Biſhops and Presbyters are the ſame in name, in Office, in Edifying 
the Church in power Ordination and JuriſdiQtion:we ſum up all that 
hath been ſpoken in one argument : ; 

They have the ſame Name, the ſame Ordination to their Office, 
the ſame qualification for their Officethe ſame work.to feed the flock 
of God, to erdain Paftors and Elders to Rule and Govern, they are 
one and the ſame Office: but ſuch as are B:/hops and Prebyters: Ergo, 


SECT. VI. 
BY the dint of all this Scripture, the Remonſtrant would elude, 


by obtruding npon his Reader a Commentary (as be callsit) - 
the 


(21) 
the Apefles now praftiſe (which he would force to contradid their 
ownrules )to which heſ#peradas the unqueſtionable gloſs of the clear 
prettiſe of their immeatate ſucceſſors in this adminiſtration : For the 
Apoltles practiſe we have already diſcovered it , from the Apoſtles 
own writings ; and for his proe-yy 6 ſuperadds, if it corrupts not the 


Text,we ſhall admit it, but if it do,we mnſt anſwer with Tertsllias, Tertullien, 


Td verym quodc unque primum 4d adulterum quod peſteriu', whatſo- 
ever is firſt is true, but that which is latter is adulterous. 

Inthe examination of this Gloſs, to avoid needleſs Controverſie, 
firſt, we take for granted on both fides, that rhe firſt and beſt Anti- 
quity, uſedthe names of By»ps and Preibyteys promiſcuouſly. Se- 
condly, that in proceſs of time, ſome one was honoured with the 
name of B:/hop, and the reſt were called Presbyrers or Cleri. Third- 
ly,that it was not Nomes #nanc,but there was fo kind of Imparity 
berween him and the re(t ofthe Presbyters. 

Yetin this we differ,that they ſay,this /mpropriation of name,and 
Imparity of place, is of divine Right and Apoſtolical Inſtitution , we 
afirm both to be occaſional and of humane invention , and under- 
take to ſhew out of antiquity, both the cccaſion upon which, and the 
perſons by whom this 1mparity was both brought into the Church, 

On our parts ſtands Ferom and Ambroſe, and others, whom we 
doubt not but our Remonſtrant will grant a place among his Gloſ- 


ſators : St, Jerom tell us in 1 Tit. 


Idem ergo eft Presbyter qus 
Epiſcopus, & a:tequam Diabo- 
li inſlintn, ſtudia in Religione 
ferent, Cf aiceretwr in populis, 
ego ſum Pauli, ego Apol. ego 
Cepha,communiP resbyterorum 
Confilioeccleſie gubernabantur. 
Poſtquam vero unuſquiſque tos 
ques baptiz.averat [nos putabat 
eſſe , non Chriſti , in toto orbe 
aecretum ff , wt unus de Preſ- 
byteris elefins ſuperponeretur 
ceteris, ad quem omnis Eccle- 
fie Cura pertiaeret, & [chiſ- 
matum ſemina tollerentur. Pur 
tat aliquts non SCYIPturarum , 
(ed noſtram eſſe ſententiam , E- 
j*ſcopum & Presbyterum unum 
eſſe, & alind a'atis, alind 


A Presbyter and a Biſhop is the 
ſame,& before there were through 
the Divils inftinR, divitions in reli- 
gio,& the people began to ſay [ am 
of Paul,& 1 of Apello,& I ofCephas, 
theChurckes were governedby the 
Comon- councel of the Presbyrers. 
But after that each man began to 
account thoſe who he had baptized 
his own & not Chriſts,it was decre- 
ed through the whole world, that 
one of the Prebyters ſhould be ſer 
over the reſt, to whom the care of 
all the Church doth belong, thac 
the ſeeds of ſchiſm might be taken 
away. Thinks any, that this is my 
opinion, & not the opinion of the 
Scripture,that a Biſhop & anElder 
is the ſame#let him read the worcs 
of 
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"th fa - 


eſſe nomen officis, relegat Apo- ofthe Apoſtle to the Philippians ſay 


ſtolt adPhilippenſes verba a:- 
centis,, Paulus & Timotheus 
ſervi feſu Chriſts qui ſunt 
Philippis , cam Epiſcopis & 
Diacomis, &c. Philippi «na ft 
»rbs Macedoniz, & certe 1n 
wnaCtrvitate non poter#t plures 
eſſe( ut nuncupantar)Epiſcops 
&c ſicut ergoPresbyreri ſciant 
exEccleſiae conſuttuaine ti qui 
ſ6bi prepoſitus furrit eſſe ſubje- 
os; Ita Epiſcopi noverint ſe 
mags conſuet udine, quam diſ- 
poſutbonss Dominice veritate 
Presbyteris eſſe majores, & in 
communi debere Keelefiam ve- 
ere. 


ing, Paul & Timothy, the ſervants of 
Jeius Chriſt, to then that are at Phi- 
(ipps, with the Biſhops & Deacons. 
Philipps is one City of Macedonia,& 
certainly in one city there could not 
be many Bi/hops( as they are now cal» 
led, &c-)and after the allegations of 
many other Scriptures, he concludes 
thus, as the Elders therefore may 
know, that they are ſubjeRt ro him 
that is over them by the cuſtom of 
the Church;ſo let the Biſhops know, 
that it is more from cultom , than 
from any true diſpenſation from the 
Lord that thev are above thepresby- 
ters, and that they ought to rule the 
Church in common. 


In which words of Jerom, theſe five things preſent themſelves to 


the Readers view. 


Firit, That B:>gps and Presbyrers, are originally the ſame , Jders 


ergoeſt Prebyter qui Epiſcopns. 


Secondly, That that imparity that was in the time between Biſh- 
ops and Elders, was grounded upon Eccleſiaſtical cuſtom, and not 
upon divine inſtitution ; Epiſcops noverint,&c. 

Thirdly, Thac this was not his private judgement, but thejudge- 
ment of Scripture ; P-tat aliqnis,&c. 

Fourthly, That before this prioritywas upon this occaſion ſtarted, 
the Church was governed Communt Presbyterorum conſilio, by the 
Counſel of the Presbyters in common, and that even after this im- 
parity, it ought to be ſo governed, Sciant Epsſcops ſe Eccleſiam 


debere 1# communi regere. 


Fifchly, That the occaſion of this Imparity and Superiority of Biſh « 
ops above Elders, was the diviſions, which through the Devils in- 
itin& fell among the Churches ; Poſtquam vero Diabol: inſtinag. 

Saravia would take advantage of this place , to deduce this Im- 
parity as high as from the Apoſtles times ; becauſe even then they 
beganto ſay, 1am of Paul, and I of Apollos : but St. ferom was not 
{0 weak as this man would make him, to ſpeak Inconſiſtencies : 
and when he propoxnads 1t to himielf, to prove that Brihops and Pre/- 
byters are in Sripture the ſame, tolet fall] words that ſhould con- 
tare his own propoſition ; whereas therefore St, ferome ſaith, that 


after 
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after men began to (ay, 1am of Paul, and I of Apollos, &c. i was de- 
creed, that cne of the Presbyters ſhould be ſet over the reſt, &c, This is 
ſpoken indeed in the Apoſtles phraſe, but not of the Apoſtles times, 
elſe to what purpoſe is the coacervation of Textsthat follows? 

Bur ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted to be of Apoſtolicall antiquity 
(which yet we grant not, having proved the contrary ) yeti: ap- 
pears, it was not of Apoſtolical Intention,but of Diabolical occaſion: 
Andthough the Devil by kindling Diviſions in the Church, did 
miniſter Occaſion to the invention of the primacy or prelacy, or one 
for the ſuppreſſing of Schiſm, yer there is juſt cauſero think,that the 
Spirit ofGod in hisApoſtles, was never theAuthour of this invention 

Firſt, becauſe we read inthe Apoſtles dayes there were diviſions, 
Rom.16.7.and Schiſms, 1 Cor.3.3. and 11. 18. yetthe Apoſtle was 
not direRted by the Holy Ghoſt to ordain Biſhops for the taking a- 
way of thoſe Diviſions. Neither in the rules he preſcribes for the 
healing of thoſe breaches, doth he mention Biſhops for that end : 
Nor in the DireRions given to Timothy and Titss for the Ordina. 
tion of Biſhops or Elders, doth he mention this as one end of their 
Ordination, or one peculiar duty of their Office. And though the Apo- 

ſtle ſaich, Oportet hereſes inter vos eſſe, ut qui probati ſunt manifeſts 
fiant inter vos; yet the Apoſtle no where ſaith, Oportes Epiſcopos 
eſſe ut tollantur hereſes, que maniſeHte fiunt. 

Secondly,becauſe as DoRor Whitaker ſaith, the remedy deviſed 
hath proved worſe than the diſeaſe, which doth never happen to 
that remedy whereof the Holy Gholt is the Authonr, 

Thirdly, becauſe the HolyGhoſt,who could perceive what would 
enſue thereupon, would never ordain that for a remedy, which 
would not only be ineffeRual to the cutting off of evil, but become 
a Stirrop for Antichriſt to get into his ſaddle. For if there be a ne- 
ceſfity of ſetting up one Biſbop over many Presyters for preventing 
Schiſms, there is as great a neceſlity of ſetting up one Arch-Bifop 
over many Biſhops, and one Patriarch over many Arch-Biſhops, and 
one Pope over all, unleſs men will imagine, that thereis a danger of 
Schiſm only among Pre-byters, and not among Bifh2ps and Arch- 
Biſhops, which is contrary to Reaſon, Truth, Hiftory, and our own 
E xperience. 

And leſt our adverſaries ſhould appeal from Hzerowe as an in« 
competent Judge in this caſe, becauſe a a Presbyter, and ſo a party, 
we will therefore ſubjoyn the judgements of other ancicut Fathers 
who were themſelves Biſhops. 

The Commentaries that go under the name of Saint Ambroſe up- 
on Epheſ, 4. mention another occaſion of this Diſcrimination or 

D priority , 
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f At «bj omais ptiority7 and that was + the increale and dilatation of the Church, 


Loca Circum- ynon occaſion whereof they did ordain ReQtors or Governors, and 
moo ij other Officers in the Church, yet this he grants, chat this did 


cul conſtituta differ from the former Orders of the Church, and from apoſtolical 
ſunt : (9 cape Writ. bn - 
runt Refores : And this Recorſhip or Priority was devolved at firſt from one 


& Cater OÞ- E\ger to another by Succeſſion, when he w ho was in the place was 
cia - _ removed, the next in order among the Elders ſucceeded. But this 
— jr ys Was afterwards changed, and thit unworthy men might not be 
dine & provi» preferred, it was made a matter of Eleftion, and not a matter of 
dentis guber» Succeſſion. Thus much we find concerning the occaſion of this im- 
_ _— parity, enough to ſhew, it is not of Divine Authority. 

F | n 


omnia conveniunt Scripta Apoftoli ordinationi que nunc in Eceleſia eft , quia hec inter ipſa' primordia 
ſcripta ſunt. Nam (fy Timorbeum & ſe Presbyterum Creatum Epiſcopum vecat, (oc. Fed quia capernrt 
ſequentes Presbyteri indigni inveniri ad primates tenendos, immutata oft ratio, (yc. 

For the ſecond thing, the perſons who brought in this Imparity: 
the ſame Authors tell us, the Presbyters chembiives broughtitin; 
witneſsHicrom ad Evag. Alexardrie Presbyterum unum ex ſe eleftum 

Higrom JdEvog in Excel fiors gradu collacats,m, Epiſcopum ncminabant, quomodo fi 
exercitus [mperatorem faceret, aut Diaceni de ſe Archidiaconum.The 
Presbyters of Alexardria did call him their Biſhop w hom they had 
choſen among themſelves, and placedin a higher degree; as if an 
army ſhould make an Empercur, or the Deacons an Arch- 
deacon, 


Ambroſ, ubj Ambroſe upon the fourth of the Epheſians tells us. it was done by 

privee- Comnſel, and although he never name the time nor place cf the 

Cownſel.yet aſcribing it to a Councel he grants it rot to be Apoſtoli- 

ca] : this gave occaſion to others to fix it upon Cuſtom as Hierom,in 

Tit.and Aug.Epiſt.1o.ſecundum honorum vocabula que Eccleſia uſu 

_ — obtinuit, Epiſcopatus Presbyterio major eſt, and had that T5*eIyia, or 
141.2 


Prelacy had the Seal and confirmation of Divire or Apoſtolical Au- 
therity,Gregory Nazianzen would never in ſuch a patherick manner 
have wiſhed the abolirion of it,as he doth in his 29. Oration. 

And now where is that acknowledgment and ccxveiance of Imparity 
and 7 uriſdiftion which ſaith this Remonſtrant was derived from the 
Apoſtles hands, and deduced tn an untnterrupred line, unto this day : 
where u it ? we findno ſuch Imparity delivered from Apoſtulicall 
hands,nor acknowledgedin Apoſtolical writings , yet had there been 
ſuch acknowledgement and conveiance of imparity : how this ſhould 
haye been deduced to us in an uninterrupted Line we know not, 
unleſs our Bi/9ps will draw the Line of their Peazgree rhrough the 
loyns of Antichriſt,and joyu iſ[ we, and wingle blood with Rome : which 
ik 


Pag.21, 22, 
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it ſeemes they will rather do then loſe this ptea for their weawny 
egyuia their tyrannicall prerogative,as Nazianzen calls it. 

Suffer us therefore humbly to appeal to your Honours, whether 
this Remonſtrant hath not given ſentence againſt himſelf, whois ſo 
confident of che Evidence of his cauſe,that he doth not fear to fay,if 
there can be no better Evidence under Heaven for any mattcy offal? 
then there is for his Epiſcopacy : Let EPISCOP ACY BE FOR FE» Dag 22. 
VER ABANDONED QUT OF THE CHURCH OF GOD. 


prius , 


SECT. VII. 


ct it ſeemes] himlelt in the height, of his confidence was not 
Maiben Jealouſtes, of ſome thing might be ſpoken againſt his 
cauſe, therefore he ſeemes to hear, what is ſpoken againit ir. 

That the ApePles Biſhops and ours are two: there was no other then a Pag, 23. 
Parochial Paftor, a Preaching Fresbyter without inequality without 4- 
ny rule over his brethren. Our claim an eminent Superiority, and a 

ower of Ordination and 7 uriſdiftion unknown to the primitive times 

Thar this which he ſuppoſerh he hears us ſay is Scripture-Truth 
we have ſhewed already,&c.that there was parity between Presbyters 
and Biſhops: and that eminent ſuperiority and power of Ordination and 
Fariſdiftion which our Biſhops claim,was unknown to Scripture: and 
are now prepared by Gods aſſiſtance to prove, it was unknown to 
primitive times. 

But how doth this Remonſtrane meet with this reply : ALAS, 

ALAS HOW GOOD PEOPLE may be abuſed by misinformaris ! Pg. 24. 
It ſeemes the man judged thisReply ſo poor as in his thoughts it was 

more worthy of his pity, then of hs paines to anſwer, or rather 

knew there was more inthis Reply, then he knew how to anſwer, 

and therefore waves it with his Khetorick. 

And this werather think, becauſc he knows bur little in Ants- 
quity, that knows not, that there is ſo vaſt a difference between our 
Biſhops,and thoſe that were not only inthe Apoſtles dayes (whom 
we have provedto be undiſtinguiſhed from Presbyters) But thoſe 
Biſhops that were in the Church 400. years after,when there began 
ro be ſome diſcrimination , that Epsiſcopacy may well be likened to 
the Ship Argo,that was ſo often repaired, as there was nothing lefc 
of the Firſt Material: , yet {till it challenged the firſt Name. 

Which difference we ſpread before your Honours in three parti- 
culars:firſt in point of EleRion to their office, ſecondly, in point of 
Execution of their office ; thirdly in point of State-Imployment. 

Firſt (having diſcovered already upon what occafios this priority 
began to have exiſtence in the GE and from whom it firſt 

2 re- 


Greg. Nazi. ubs 
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received its being, not from God but from Conſent 4nd cuftome of 
* Plebs ipſa the Charches, according to Ambroſe, Ferome, Auguſtine, &c.) We 
mexime habet come now to declare what was the manner of Eletion unto this 
—_ Priority in theſe times,and to ſhew firſt, how therein thele Biſhops 
na. "rr did differ from ours; for all their EleRions were ordered by the 
wel indignos res privity, conſent and approbation of the people, where the Biſbops 
cuſandi, quid was to ſerve. Were there no other Authors to make this good,Cy- 
& ipſum vide- p-;ax alone would doit ; among other places ler his 68. Epiſtle 
pant witne(s, where he ſaich, * Plebs maxime habet poreſtatem,&c. The 
ſcendere : xs People ſpecially have power either of chuſing worthy Prieſts, or 
ſacerdos pl:hbe rejeRing the unworthy : for this is derived from Divine Authority, 
preſente ſub om- that the prieſts ſhould be choſen in the preſence of the people, be» 
—_ Culs mu fore all their eyes, and approved as fit and worthy by their publick 
_ _ 1. vote and teſtimony. This he proves by the Teſtimony ot Sacred 
n:25 pub/ico ju- Writ both Old and New. Where we obſerve firlt, that the ſpeciall 
dicis ac teftimo* power of judging of the worthines or unworthines of a man for the 
nio camprobeter. Prelacy, was 1n the breaſt of the people.Secondly,rthe ſpecial power 
= _ of chooling or rejeRing of his place according as they judged him 
underſtands WOrcby or unworthy relided in the people. Plcbs maxime haber po- 
Biſhop, as the eſtates, &c, Thirdly, that this power did deſcend upon the people 
whole Series De divina arthoritate. 
of che Epiſtle Nor was this the judgement of one ſole man, but of an African 
hews. Synod conſulted by the Spaniſh Churches in poync of Electiun, as 
the Inſcription of the Epiltle ſhews. 
(a) Kent 8} (4) Theobtruſion of a Biſhop upon the Church of Alexandria 
735 ixxAnore- without the preſence,defire and vote of theClergy or P-ople is ccn- 
974d; xwrores demned by Athazaſins, not only as a breach of Canou, but as a 
x) ar 70 wh Tranſgrellion of Apoitolical preſcripr, ane char ic did compell or 
_— mr neceflitare che Heathen to blaſpbeme. 
NE: aEe- Nor did only Chriſtian Biſhops , but Chriſtian Princes acknow- 
mSJrairy ledge the Right and Pywer of EleCtion ot Biſhops to be in the peo- 
wezy 98761, plc, ſothat admired Conſtantinegthe great P romover and Patron of 
Tag wy ray the peace of the Chriſtian Church, writing ro the Church of Nico- 
a Toprevey mediaagain(t Exſebius and Theognims, tells them the ready way to 
lay a ſleep the tumulrs chat did then diſturb the Church about che 
v3ro 33 vis EleCtion ofa Biſhop, was, Si modeEpiſcopum fidelem& integrum natts 
wes $rxAnTe fucrint, quod quidem in preſentia in veſtra ſitum eſt poteſtate ,quodque 
ans; 191% (Hem dudnm penes viſt um qudicium furrat, niſf Eutebius de quo 
D2X : OO dixi,pravo coram, qui enum juverunt conſfilio kac preceps ruiſſet & re= 
wa —_ , ” tam Eligends Ordinem impudenter contarbaſſet,Gell in Aft Cen. Nic 
Fu part.3. it chey would get a faithfal and upright Biſhop,which,ſaith 
Ath.maſ. Ezift. he, is in your power preſentlytc d) ,, and was long ago, if Exſebins 
ad 0:thodexrr- with the aid of his Eatwn, had not ruſhed in upon, and 
im- 


(27) 
impudently diſturbed the right Order of EleQion. 

That which this ſacred Emperor calls the right Oraer of El:ion, 
what is it but the EleRtion by the people? in whoſe power,he ſaith, 
itthen was, and long had been to chooſe a Biſhop z and by whoſe 
power the next B:/bop was choſen. So the ſame Authour tells us,that 
afrer Ewſebixs and T beognics were calt out of their ſeverall ſeats for 1y,,, 1; @rs, 
Ariani/m, by the Councel of Nice, others were appointed in their 
rooms by the Clergy and people of each Dioceſs. 

To this Election in Nicomedsa, we could (if it were needfull in ſo 
clear a truth) add many in like preſidents of popular EleRion ; gyprien, Corne- 
which for brevities ſake we paſs over. Notqueſtioning, but that kus,Athanaſins 
which hath been ſpoken,is ſufficient to inform the intelligent Read: and others. 
er, that our Biſhops, and the Biſhops of tormer times, are TWO is 
poynt of Elefison 
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Ae thing wherein we have undertaken to ſ6:w, that our 
B:ps,and the Bifpeps of former timesare TWO, is in the 
Execution of their office ; and here thereare three things, wherein 
he chat will not wilfully aut b's eyes againſt all light, may lee a lati- 
tude of difference between ours and former Bifhops. Firſt, in thar 
Sole jnriſaiftion which our Biſhops aſſume to themſelves. Secondly, 
in the Delegation they make of the powey of exerciſing thisJuriſdicti- 
0n unco others. Thirdly, in the way of Exerciſe to that power. 

For the firit of theſe, Their Sole Fariſdittion , That our Biſhops 
aſſume unto themlelves,it is known and that this ſole Sole F uriſaifts- 
on wasa ſtranger, a Monſter to former times, we ſhall now prove, 
and make clear ; that the power of Oraination, Admonition,Excoms 
munication, Abſolution, was not in the hands of any ſole man. 

Firſt, For Ordination,Cyprian in his exile writing to his Charge, 
certifies them, that Aurelins was ordained by bim and his Colleagues O- Epiſt-33: 
who were preſent with him ,, (who were theſe Colleagues, but his 
Presbyters, as himſe|fexpoundsit, writing to Lacixs in his own 
name,and the name of his Clergy and people, Eyo & College, & 
Fraternitas omnis,&c. land my Colleagues, and my whoie people Fpiſt 73- 
ſend cheſe letters ro you,c5:c. So that this 1s clear in Cypriay's time, 
Pres/jters had a hand in Ordization,& Biſhzps did nat ordain alone. 
Firms/ianns ſaith of them that rule in the Church, 2:9 baptizanai, 
MANUM IMPONENDI ET ORDIN ANVUI poſſident po- 
t:ftatem. And who thoſe be, he exprefleth a little before, SEN [9- 
KE & Prepoſits, by whom the Presbyters as well as the Biſhops are Apud Gp Fa; 
underſtood. And 


| 
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And as thele places prove, that Biſhops in the primiave time 

could not ordain alone without the Prebyters , fo there are that 

g1ve us light to underſtand, that the Presbyters might ordain with- 

out the Biſhops. The Author of the Comment upon the Ephe fians, 

that goes under the name of Ambroſe, ſaith, Apad Egyprum Preſ* 

byrers Conſignant, ſi preſcns non fit Egiſcopma, In Egypt the Prezbyter; 

Cum jure Divi- or damn, if Biſhops be not preſent ; ſo ſaith Augyſtine 1n the ſame ; and 

n? non ſont 4» the Corepilcopus * who was but a Prebyter, bad power to impoſe 

w_ "yp E bands, and ro ordain within - precinCts,with the B' ſhops Licence. 

flsris + Manj, Now Licences confer not a power to him that hath ir nor, but only 
feſtum eft 01 4i- A faculty to exercile that power be hath. 

nationem in ſu4 The iniquity of our times hath been ſuch,that a Miniſter may nor 

Eccl:ſi# ſaYan preach to his own flock, without a Licence : doth chis licence make 


$i i + a man a Miniſter, and give him power to preach or only a faculty & 
TA Meſie, liberty co exerciſe that power ? Should a Biſhop give a Laike a Li- . 


Iraq, cum E- cence to preach, or to ordain, doth that Lice nce make him a Mini- 
p1ſcopt orginwii (ter, or a Biſhop ? Sure all will ſay no : why ? becauſe in the Laike 
ſs gt there is not As promas,the root & principle of that power,which 
lure ordinat io. Licence only opens a way to the exerciſe of, and therefore that 
z:m impertire, Muſt be concluded to. be in thoſe Chorepiſcopi , or Presbyters, by 
Eccleſia ret ner vertue of their place and calling, and not by vertue of a Licence.So 
jus ſunm. Me- that the power of Orgination was ſo far from reſiding in the Biſhop 
mano - Sis alone, as that the Presbyters and Chorepiſcopi had power to ordain 
Antioc. Can. 10. 45 well as he. : 
& Ancyr. Can, Neither was this only a matter of Eccleſiaſtical! Cuſtom, but of 
I;. Eccleſiaſticall Conſtitution, which bids the Biſhop , 

Firſt, inall his Ordinations to conſult with his Clergy ; Ur E- 
Concil.q, Earth. p;(copms ſine Concilic Cleri:orum ſuorum Clericos non ordinet : T hat 
Can-323. the Bifhoep ſhall not ordain a Clergy man without the comncel of the 
Clergy, this was Cyprians praftiſe, Ep. 33: 

Secondly, in his Ordinations to take the concurrent aſſiſtance 
of his Presbyters, Cum ordinatur Prestbyter,Epiſc opo eum beneatcen- 
te, & manum ſuper capnt equs tenente etiam omnes Precbyters qus pre- 
ſentes ſunt manus [uas 'uxta manum Ep1/cops ſuper caput ullius tene- 
ant. When a Presbyter is ordained,the Biſhop bleſfling him, & hold- 
ing his hand upon his Head, all che Presbyters that are preſent,ſhall 
Hieronym. in likewiſe lay their bands vpon his Head, with the hands of the Biſh- 
Epift. ad _ op. In which Canon, we have the unanimous vote of two hundred 
_ - * and fourteen Biſhope,1eclaring that che power ofOrdination is inthe 
Tim, hands of Presbyters as well as Biſhops. 

And whereas it may be oþjeted, that Hierom and Chryſoftome, 
afiirmins the Biſhops to differ from Presbyrers in the pn of Or- 
nation 


2. 
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nation,ſeem to imply, that the power ts ſol v theirs + Hero we Ceſlire 
1 may be obſerved. 
Firſt, that theſe Fathe:s put all the difference that |'e- between 
Biſhops and Presbyters, to bein poynt of Ordination. Quid facie 
E piſcopus quod non facit Prerbyter exepta Ordinatione. And chere- 
fore Chry/oftome himſelf conteſſeth, chat in his dayes there was little 
or no difference between a Biſhop and a Prebyrer, Iuter Epiſcopam gun 
& Presbyterum intereſt ferme nihil, cc. yas, I = 2 
Secondly , that this difference 1s not ſo to be underſtood, asif 
theſe Fathers did hold itro be by divine right (as Be//armin and our 
Epiſcopal men would make us believe) but by a humane conſtirurt- 
on. And therefore they do nor ſpeak De jare bur de fatto, Quid fa- | ;1,, o. (2. 
cit, ©*c, not quid debet facere. And this Hierom .conteſſerh. 50 Leorem 0rdinibas. 
prim ep.88. upon complaints ofunlawful Ordinations, writing to 
che Germane and French Biſhops, reckons up what things are re- 
ſerved to the Biſhops, among which he ſets down Presbyterorum & 
Diaconorwm conſecratio, and then adds, Que omnia ſoli; deberi ſmns- carcit Aquil- 
mis Pontificibus Authoritate Canonum precipicur ; So that for thisgra 1.Can 18. 
power of Ordination, they are more beholdento the Canon of theSo/am propter 
Church, then to the Canon of Gods Word. a horitatern 
Thirdly, we anſwer this very humane differ:nce was not inthe C_ = 
Primitive Antiquity. It was not ſo in Cypriens time, as we even now ſecratio reſers 
ſhewed. And when it did prevail, it was bur a particular cuſtome vate 2ft ſumm? 
(and ſometimes uſurpation) of ſome Churches. For it was other. S4cero11, 
wiſe appointed in the Councel of Carthage,and in Egypt,and other 
places, as is declared in the former part of this Section; and even 
1n Chyyſoftomes time, it was ſo little approved of, that it was one 
great accuſation againſt Chryſoſtome himſelf, That he made Ordina- 
1108s without the Presbytery, and without the conſent of his Clergy, this 
is quoced by Biſhop Downam,ltb. 1. cap.8. page 176. 
Pilſon Spa/at. 
SE CT. IX. _ Sette 
Clara. 
Or had the Biſhops of former times more right to the power ©P- Bpiſt 6, 
of ſole Furiſdiftion, then of ſole Ordinati?n : And here we have & ?*: 
Con fitentem reum, our very adverſaries conteſle the votes of Anti- rg 
onciLg. Carth, 
quity are with us, Can.23. Vid. 
Cyprian proteſleth,that he wowld ao notks1g without the Clergy,nay, Ruff. Hiſt.tib. 
he could do nothing without them, nay he durſt not take upon him aloxe 10. cap. 9. 
to determine tha which of right did belong to all; & had he or any 5242: #3. c.23. 
orher done ſo, the fourth Counſel of Carthage condemns the Sen- o— _ 
ence of the Biſhop, as 1rrita, ni TJ; Clerieorum ſententia confurmetar, Ore. = r, 
Would ye know the particulars,wherein the Biſhops had no pow- in Exo. pag: 97, 
er of Judicature without their Presbyters ? Firſt 
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R Firſt, in judging and cenſuring Presbyters themſelves, and their 

Se. DoQtine For this the Canon Law in Gratias is full and clear ; 

Can.1 4 queſt.7, Epi/ copas nen poteſt judicare Prebyterum vel Diaconum ſine Synodo 

Per totum oy © Sentoribus : Thus Baſil counſelled and praftiſed, Epsſt.1.75. So 

pa tes Diſt. 33. Amb. l.10. Cyrilin epiſt. ad Johannem Antiochen, Thus Gregory ad 
Cap. j-9e fohan. Panormitan. Lib.11. Epiſt.49. 

Secendly, in judging of the converfion or crimes of any of the 

Clem. Ales, Members of the Church : Penes Presbyteros eſt Diſciplina que far 

Stromat. lib.q, £18 homines mcliores,, That Diſcipline that works emexdation in men, 

1s inthe power of the E/ders, And therefore when any was queſti- 

oned in poynt of cenverſation, he was brought, ſaith Tertaliay in- 

to the Congregation where were Exbortations, Caftigations, and Ds. 

Tru. Apat. ime cenſures: And who had the chief ſtroke in in theſe cenfures, he 

adverf. Gent. rells us after: Preſident probati quique ſeniores : All the approved 

Elders fit as Preſidents. 

And thoſe cenſures that paſſed by the whole Presbytery were 
more approved by the Chxrchin ancient times, then ſuch as were 
paſſed by one man, for we find that when Syagrius and Ambroſe 
paſſed Sentence in the ſame caſe, the Chxrch was unſatisfied in 
the Sentence of Syagrixs, becauſe he paſt it ſine alic#jas fratris Con- 
filio,withourt the counſel or conſent of any of bis Bre:hrex.But were 
pacified with the ſentence of Saint Ambroſe : becaule,ſaith he, Hoc 
{udicium Noftrur: cum Fratribus & Conſacerdotibus participatum 
proceſſerit. 

Nor was there any kind of cenſures that the Biſhops did admini- 
fier alone : Admonitions were given by Elders, Anguſtine tells us 
ads. the Elders did admoniſh ſuch as were offenders,to the ſame purpoſe 
Aavt.Ser.1o, Peaks Origen contra Celſum. Lib.3. ; 

+ Conſtat Ja* Ft So excommunication, though that being the dreadfulleſt thun: 
1iſdi&ionem il- der of the Church, and as Tertufian calls it, ſummun prejudicium 
lum excommi- futuri judicij, the great forerunner of the Judgement of God, was 
mee-fl = never vibrated but by the hands of thoſe that laboured in the Word 
crimnum perti- and Dodrine : yer was no one man in the Church inveſted with 
nere ad omnzs Us power more then another. 
Pattaes, hanc Therefore ſaith b Hierom , Presbytero, ſi peccavero, licet me tra- 
at je ſoles J- dere ſatan in interitum carny. If 1 fin, a Presbyter (not a Biſhop 
rwmng 467 only) may deliver me to Satan to thedeſtruction,&c.where the Rea. 
a Jum contu- Cer may pleaſe to take notice that Saint Hierom ſpeaks not of one 
e-wt Epiſcophy particular Presbyrer, but of the Order of Presbyters. 
M-lanc.ubi ſup- The ſame S. Hierom ſaith again, Swnt ques Eccleſia reprehendit, 
bHerom. EPUP» go interdam abjicit in ques roununquam Epiſcoporum & Clericoru 
ad _— cenſura deſevit. There be ſome whom the Church reproves, and 
E> al" ſome which ſhe caſts out, againſt whom the cenſures of Biſhops and 
t rezbyters ſharpy proceed; where we ſee, the Cenſures whereby 
wicked 


Ambroſ. Epiſt. 
ad Syagrium. 


n 


(31) 
wicked men were caſt out of the Church, were not in the ſole hands of 
the Biſhops, but likewiſe in the hands of Presbyters. 

Syricus Biſhop of Reme ſignifies to the Church of Millain that Fovi- 
nianys, Auxentius,&c.were calt out of the Church forever, and he ſets ,q,z,1r tis. is 
down how th:y did it, Omaium Noftrum tam Precbyterorum quam Di- ppiſt.8o, _ 
aconorum quam totins etiam Cleri [ciſcitata ſuit ſemtentia. There was a 
concurrence of all Presbyters, Deacons, and the whole Clergy in that 
ſentence of Excommunication. 

The truth herein may be further evidenced by this, becauſe the whole ,.._ ... 
Clergy as well as the Biſhops impoſed hands upon ſuch as repenting F4) Hiſt _— 
were ablolved : Nec ad Communicationem (faith Cyprian) venire quis the cuſtom 
poſſir,nifi prins ab Epiſcopo & Clero Manus illi fuerit impoſita: No man faith Cyprian 
that hath beew excommunicated might return to Cbureth-Communion, be- 1" mribus de- 
fore hands had been laid upon bim by the Biſhop and Clergy. nk 

Alſo writing to his Clergy concerning lapſed Chriftians,he tells them, 
E xemologeſi fatta co Manu tis 4 vobis in penitentiam inpoſita,&c.that 
after conteſſion and the /aying on their hands,they might be commend- ; 
dedunto God : ſo when certain returning from their herefie were to Cypr-Epiſt- 46: 
be received into the Church at Rome in the time of Cornelis , they xpip ag oh 
came before the Presbtery,and therefore confefled their (ins, and fo ; 
were admitted. 

But though the ſentence of Excommunication was managed only by 
the hand of thoſe that laboured in the Word and DoRrine,yet we will 
not conceal from you, that neither Excommunication, nor abſolution 
did paſs without the knowledge and approbation of the body of the 
Church, to which the Delinquent did belong. 

$0 we have learned out of Tertallias,that their cenſures were ordered Te1tu!. Apol. 
in their publick aſſemblies; and good reaſon, becauſe the people were \ __ 
to forbear communion with ſuch, 2 Theſ.3.6,415. and publick cen- oe 
ſures of the Church wereinflited, not only from the Emendation of 
Delinquents, but for the admonition of others, and therefore oughtto k 

be adminiſtred in publick, that others might fear, 1 7iw.5-20, Origen 
ſpeaking of the Duty and Power of the Church in cutting offa ſcanda- j, 5p, - 
lous Perſon,though a Presbyter,making the caſe bis own, he ſaith thus: 
In uno conſenſu Eccleſia nuiverſa conſpirans excidat me dextri [nem & 
projiciat a ſe, He wonld have the conſent of the whole Church in that Af, 
And when the lapſed Chriſtians were received again to the Church, 
the Peoples conſent was therein , elſe why ſhould Cyprias ſay,Vrx plebs pr. ppift.gs, 
perſnadeo,imd extorqueo ut tales patiantur admitts: I can icarce per- 
ſwade the people to ſuffer ſuck to be admitted : andin another Epiſtle 
written ” ——_—_— - his Baniſhment, he promileth to examine all 
things, they being preſent and judging, Examinabantar ſingula pre- . 
ſentibs & Aadicanribus vobss. aan PROT ger nay OY 
But of this power of the People we ſhall have a further occaſion t» 
E ſpeak 
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ſpeakafterwerds , when we come to diſcourſe of Governing Elaurs. 
Only may it pleaſe your Honours from benceto take netice, how 
unjuſily our Biſhops have invaded this right and power of Presbyters 
and people 1n Church cenſures, and diveſting both of ir, bave gurt it 
wholly upon themſelves, and how herein they and the Biſl: ops ot for- 
mer times are 1 WO. 
| SECT. X. 
ND as cur Biſkops,and the Biſt:ops of former times are TWO in 
point of Se/e Zari/difion, ſo alloin the Delegation of this power 
* Indecorum eft ?ar1ſaifien unto others, to their Chancellours, Commiſlaries, C ffi- 
ao_ Evil - cers, &c. Wasever ſuch a thing as this heard of inthe belt primitive 
», @ ſeeulares Times? that men, that never received Impoſition of hands ſhould not on- 
1n Eccleſia ly be received into aſliſtance, but be wholly intrafted with the power of 
judicare: In un Soirityal 7 uriſdiftion Even then when it is to be exerciſed over ſxch 
(ET —_— perſons as have had hands laid upon them. 
Te profeſs We may oblervein Cyprian, whilſt perſecution ſeparated him from 
quad ctiam m his Church, when queſtions did ariſe among bis people, he doth not 
tege Divins ſendthem to his Chancellour or Comiſlary , No, he was lo far from 


robibetur di- ſyþſtituting any man (much leſs a [ay man) to determine or give Judg? 
Trace Sbſe, non MP. gs ( J 4 give Judg 


arabis in bove 


G aſino ſima', {e\f, but ſuſpends his Judgement, till the band of God ſhould reſtore him 

Gonctl. Hiſpal.2 tO bis Church again, that with the Advice and Councel of the Presby- 

Cypr. Fp ſt 28- ters, he might give ſentence, as may appear to any that ſhall peruſe his 
Epiltles. 

_ If God hadever led his Church to ſuch a way of deputation, it 
would have beenin ſuch a caſe of Neceſlity as this was, or had any 
footiteps of any ſuch a courſe as this been viſible by this boly Martyrin 
the goings of former ages, he needed not to have deferred the determi- 
nation ot the queſtion abour the receiving of ſome penitent lapled ones 
into the boſom of the Church again, till his return and the return of his 
Clergy, as he doth. 

We will inſtance in his 28 Epiſtle,wherein giving dire&is for the ex- 
comunicating of ſuch as would raſhly comunicate with lapſed Chriſti- 
ans,he gives this charge not to hisChancelogy or Comiſſ ary,or any other 
man upon whom he had deyolved his power,and ſet him as his Depmty 
er Vicar gentralin his abſence, but ad Cleram,to the whole Presbytery. 

This truth is ſo clear, that Biſhop Downam the great Advocate of 

Downham in Epiſcopacy confeſſeth,that in Ambroſe bis time,,and a good while after 
the defence (which was about 400. years) till the Presbyters were in a manner 
of his Sermon, wholly negleCted,the Biſhops bad no Ordinaries,Vicars,Chancelonrs,or 
16.1. Cep. Commi ſfſaries,that were not Clergy-men : but this is but a b/5»4, where» 
with the Biſhop would Dorre his Reader, for we challenge any man 

to produce the names of any Clergy-man that was Vicar to Ambroſe,or 

Chancellor to Azg»ſtine,or any other of the Biſhops of thoſe times; ſo 
that herein our Biſhops and theirs are TWO, _— 


ment in ſuch caſes,that he would not aſſume that power whollyto him 
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* 6a SECT. XI. 
'Third branch wherein the diffeceace b2:w22n 947 Biſh 93, anl 
FA? che Biſh>ps of former cimes, in poyac of Execcifiag char ſuciſli- 
Rion,is viſible, is the way or m4uxer of execciling that power, 

For brevities ſake we will only in{tance in chic proce2ding3 in cuuſes 
criminal;where let chem tell us, whether any good A uiquity can yield 
them one Pceceden: for THE(R OATH EX OFFICIO, waich hath 
been co their COURTS, as Pxrgatory- fire to the Popes Kitchin: they 
have forgotten that old Maxim inche Civil Law, Nemo tenetur prodere G 

ripſum,' which as it is grounded upon natural equity, ſo it is confirmed 
by Dioclefian and Maximilian, Nimis grave eft quod petitis ec. It is 
£00 po that the advirſe part ſhruld be required to th? exhibition of 
{uch things as ſhnuld create trouble to them/elves. Underſtand therefore 
what you ought to bring proofes for your intentions, ana not to extort thews 
from your adverſaries againft themſelves. { v4 
Shall the Lamp of Nature in the night of Echniciſm enable Heathen ined 
Princes, (yea Perſecurors) to ſee and enaQt chus much,and (hall not che 'hid 
lorious Snn of the Goſpel convince theſe of cheir Impiecies in tranſ- ; 
3175 reſſing this Law, that call themſelves the Fathers of the Church ? 
| If neither the /zght of Nature, nor Gofpel-light can, yer thc cuſtom 
of the Church) to which they ſo oft appeal,may both convince them of 
| this iniquity,and diſcover to all the world the contrariety of their pro- 
ceeding, to be the proceedings of former times, in this particalar. 

For of 01d, both Plantiffe and Defendant were brought face to face ythanafins, *; 
before the parties,in whoſe power it was to judge : which way of pro- 4pvl.z. 
ceeding, Athanafir affirmes to be according to Scripture, the Law of 
God. And becaute thoſe that condemned Macarins, did not thus pro: 
ceed, he concemns their Sentence as malicious and unjuſt. 

Of 014, no Sentence paſſed upon any man, but upon the 1 eſtimony 
of other witneſſes beſides the Accuſers : after complaint Exlitbited, the 
firſt things they applyed themſelves to, wasto conſider the perſon and 
quality of the Accuſer, Concil.prim. Conſtant. Can.6.Then they heard 
the witneſſes,who were two at lealt,Cay. Apsſt. Can.75 And theſe Wit- apyq zonaram: 
neſſes mult be ſuch, as might not be imagined to be partial, nor to bear 
enmity nor malice againlt the party accuſed. Ambroſe Ep [#.64. lo Gra. 
tian, Canſ.3. 942.5 Ccap- Q nod ſuſpeFts. 

Ofo/d, None might be party, witxeſs, and Zuadge, which Gratian 
proves at large. —_. qu4.4. cap. Nullys rnquam preſumat accnſa- 
tur ſimul eſſe, & Fudex & teſts. 

We prant.indeed the Canon Law permitsin ſome caſes Tryal with- INT 
out witneſſes ; Si crimen ita publicum eft,ut merito debeat appellars noto- 34 = F- 
rigm ; If the crime be ſo publick,*thatic may deſervedly, be called bo vos, _ 
Notorious. Which Law further determines what is notorious, ſaying ,Of- cret.Greg lib. g a 


fenſ am illam nos intelligimns manifeſtam que vel per confeſſionem vel pro- Tit. 4.c4Þ.24. " 
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bationem legitinse nota fwerit am evidentia Rei,que nulla poſſit tergiver- 
ſ@jone celari , We count that offence manifeſt, which either by confeſ- 
tion, or by lawful proof comes to be known, or by evidence of fa, ſo 
as it can be hid by no tergiverſations. 

So that all was done in former times with mature deliberation, {up- 

On examination and evidence produced , and proved by ſuch witneſſes, 
as againſt whom the Defendant could lay no juſt exception. And not 
as now an Accuſation whiſpered againſt a Man,be knows not by whom, 
to which he muſt cake his Oath to anſwer, before he knows what his 
Accuſation is. Which Oath, if he tak:s, without further wicnelſs, he is 
cenſured upon the witneſs of his own Oarh If heakes it not, he is ſent 
preſently to priſon, there to lye without Bayle or Maineprize, till the 
inſupportable miſeries of his long durance,compel him to take anOath 
againſt Nature, Scripture, Conſcience, andthe juſt defence of his own 
1NNOCency. | 

That our Biſhops therefore and former Biſhaps are 7 wo,in the point 
of executing their Judicatory power, we need {pend no more time to 
prove. But come tothe third thing, in which che difference between 
ours and former Biſhops is to be evidenced, 

SECT. XII. 

Nd that is State-Imployment,or attendance upon Civil and Secu- 

lar affairs,&c. which both Chriſt and Saint Pax/ probibits, which 
prohibition teacheth every Biſhop (to ſpeak in Chry/otom's words) as 
well as Timothy to whom it is direfted;, Nallusergo Eprſcopatu pre- 
ditns hec audire detreftet, ſed agere ea omnia detreftet Let no man that is 
a Biſhop, refuſe to hear what che Apoſtle ſaich, but co do what the A- 
poſtle forbids. 

We deny not bnt that Biſhops were inthe primitive times ofcen in- 
cumbered with ſecular buſineſs : but theſe were put upon them, ſome- 
times by Emperours, who ſought the ruine of the Church,as f «lian, of 
-. who Nich. Lib.10.Cap.13.doth report,thatin Clerum coaptatus Sena- 

torum munere & minifteri perverſe fungi juſjit. Sometimes the gracious 
diſpoſition of Princes coward Chriſtian Religion, made them thus to 
honour Biſhops, thinking thereby ro ad vance Religion, as Conſtantine 
the Great enaRted, that luch as were to be tryed before Civil Magi- 
ſtrates, might have leave to appeal 4s 7:atcium Epiſcoporum, Atq, toris 
ſentententiam ratam eſſe, ta: quam 4b ipſo Imperatore prolata, And this 
the H ſtorianreckoneth as one argument of his reverend reipe&t to 
Religion. Sometimes the excelieacy of their ſingular parts caſt civil 
dignities upon them, Tiberins granted a Queltors dignity wnto a Biſhop 
for his Eloquence : Chryſeſtom tor-his notable ſtoutneſs and freedom 
of ſpeech, was ſent as the fittelt man to Gainas, with the Emperours 
command. Sometimes the people obſerving the Biſhops to be much 
bonoured by che Emperour, would fcllicit them to preſent their grie- 
Vances 
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varices to the Emperour. And ſometimes the aſpiring hamour of the 
Biſhops raiſed them to ſuch places,as appears byCyri/,who was the firſt 
Biſhop in Alexa»dris,who had civil Dignities conferred upon him, as Secr4.7 7. 
Socrates relates it, from whom civil authority did deſcend upon ſucceed. 
ingBiſhops 3E ix 645 (10 x07% AMSZerdpeias wha) © liam Tok vay nga pt. 
WV ot 7 mea ud rwrinnls Þ dpyrr, of whom Nicephborws therefore record- 


Epiſcopatum majri cum ſaftu, prophanorum Magiſtratuum wore, qua Lib.14. c.14. 


predereſſores ejues Epiſcopt, ingreſſus eſt, unde ageo inttium ſumptum eft in 
Kecelefia Alexandrina, wt Epiſcopi ctiam profana negotia curarent : He 
entred upon his Epiſcopacy with more pomp then his predeceſſors, 
with a pomp conformable to the Heathen Magiſtrates. 

Both chele Hiſtorians relate the ſad conſequence that followed npon 
this,that Oreſtes the Roman Governoar ſeeing his power much weaken- 
ed by the Biſhops incerpoſing in ſecular affairs, hated the Biſhop : and 
this (as the Hiſtorian calls it) his »ſarped power. 

This precedent of the Alexandriaa Biſhop, the Biſhop of Rowe did 
ſoon follow ; Et Remanus Epiſeopatns non aliter quam Alexandrinu, 
quaſi EXTRA SACERDOTITI FINES egreſſns ad ſecularem prine 
patum erat jam delapſics ,, The Biſhop of Rome as well as the Biſhop of 
Alexanaria breaking the limits of the Prieſtly funRion, did degenerate 
nc a ſecular Principallity : which purchaſed no lef> envy to Pim then 
thac to the other. | F 

And though cheſe ewo:Bifnops went ar farſtabreaſt in this point, yer 
in a ſhort time the Roman had out-ſtripped. che Alexandrian in that 
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Niceph. 


power, till the Church degenerating more and more,that Roman Prieſt 


advanced his power, not only above all the Biſhops , but all the Mo- 
narchs in the Chriſtian Orb. by 

Yet notwithſtanding, be that ſhall look into the: Ancienrs ſhall find, 
fir /that the beſt of them held, that they were not to be moleſtefl wich 
the handling of worldly affairs, Cyprian Epiff.66.1.Singals divino $4- 
cerdotio honorati non ni; altari, & ſacrificius deſervire & precibus atq, 
orationibus vacare debent, Moleſtits ſecularibus nox ſunt obligandi, qui 
aivi ws rebus && Fhiritunliþ us 0CEHpAntrr, 


Secondly, thatrhey complained of them az of heavy burthens, A»g. poſidonia vita 


calls it Angaria, yea Auſtinhimſelf in his 81, Epeſecomplains, that Augyft, 
worldly butinefs hindred his praying and ſo preſſed him,that vix re 55, 

rare potuit : and Gregory the great,uox fine dolore in ſecularitbus verſaba> 

tr, prefar. 14 Dial. : : 

Thirdly, Cyprian conſtrued it as one great cauſe of perſecutions 
raiſed againſtthe Charch, ae lapſis, Seft.q. 

Fourchly, it was much cryed down as unlawtul by the holy Fa- 
thers, many Canons forbidding it,and that under pain of being remo- 
ved from their place. Can. ApoF. Can. 6, Can. 18, he that did 
preſume t0 adminiſter, 'Poperlo' gy lw' 2 ifyx7Trn! Sino, a Roman 

com- 


- _— 


—_—— 


<< ; 
"Helo SR... 2 Peg _ 


eg 


* what we 


(36) 
commind or Alniaiſtcatioa of Milieicy afftires oc civil place (as Zo- 
x47 choce) he (ſh »ald bz depoſed, Gan.Apo.Can.83.hiring of ground, 
medling wich worldly affuires is to be laid alide by chem. Octecwile 
they are chreacaed co bz lyable to Eccleſiaſtical cenſures, Conc. Cal, 
Con.3. Conc. Carth, Can.16. 

Wewill add chis for a concluſion in this poynt, it is ebſerved ; by 4- 
thanaſen Sulpttizs,Severus,and other Eccleliaſticall Hiſtorians,thats the 
Arians were very expedite in worldly affairs, which experience they 
gained by their coaſtant following & attendance upon the Emperours 
Court, and what trouble they occaſioned to cheChurch thereby ,is noto- 
riouſly known to any that have ſeen the Hiſtories of their time. And in 
this our Biſhops have approved themſelves more like to the 4rias Biſh- 
ops than th: purer Biſhps of purer tim:s : but how ever clear it is, that 
our Biſh1ps and the Biſhops of form:r times are T wo : T wo in eleftion to 
their Office , T wo in the diſcharge of their Office; Two in their Ordination, 
furidittion, Proceſſes, Cenſures, Adminiſtrations ; and the difference be* 
eween 0ur Biſhops and thoſe of farmer times are greater, than between the 
great Biſp1ps of Rome and th:m, 

SECT. XIII. 

Ur it ſeems our Remonltrant ſoared above theſe times, even as 

high as the Apoſtles dayes,for he ſaith, If or Biſhops challenge any 
ether fpiritual power, than was by Apoſtelick Authority delegated to, and 
required of Timothy and Titus, and the Angels of the leven Afian 
Charehes,let them be DISCLAIMED as USURPERS. And the 
truth is, ſo they deſerve tobe, if they do but challenge the ſame power 
that the Apolile did delegate to Timothy and Tiras , for Timothy and 
T irs were Evangeliſts, and ſo moved in a Sphere above Biſhops or 
Presbyters. For Timothy, it is clear from theletter of the Text, 2 75m. 
4,5. $2100 7roin gov dvaſyergy ; Do the work of an E vangeliſt; if Timothy had 
been but a Presbyter or Biſhop, Panl had here put him upon imploy- 
ment #ltra Spheram Attsvitatis. 

Let theReader Andto any man, that will but underſtand and conſider what the 

jeaſe ro con- Office of an* Evangelsſt waszand wherein it differed from the Office of 

Cale Euſeb.M ſt; a Presbyter or Biſhop, it will be manifeſt that Timothy and Titys were 

lid.3. c4)-33- Evangeliſts, and no Biſpops : for the title of Evangets5 is taken but 2. 

_— ways, either for ſuch as wrote the Goſpel, and ſo we do not affirm Time- 

thers cap.37. hy and Tits, to be Evangelilis, orelſe for ſuch as ,tawg ht the Goſpel, 

37. and view andthoſe were of two ſorts, either ſuch as had ordinary places and ora 

the deſcript® ary gifts,or fuch whole place and gifts were extraordinary, and fuch 

on, he chere 1,2,,,,0:/ifts were T in0:by and T it»s,and not Biſbyps, as will appear,if 
makes of an \ . contider,what was the Difference,between the Evangeliſts and Bi- 

Evangclift, & ; , p x oh" 

thea judge of /#2ps. Biſhops or Peresbyters were tyed to the peculiar care and tuition 

ot that flock over whichGod hath made themOver/eers, AR, 20.28, Bur 
ſpeak. E: anreliſts wer not tyed to relide in oxe particular j lace, but did attend 
upon 


% 


_ of Saint P als Epiltles, doth declare. 


(37) 
upon the Apoſtles, by whoſe appointment they are ſeut from place to 

place,as the neceſſity of the Churches did require. As appears firſt in 

Timothy, whom Saint Pex beſought to abide at Epheſus, 1 Tim.1.3. 

which had been needleſs importunity, if 7imothy bad the Epiſcepall 

(that is the Paſtorall) charge of Ephe/ſ#s commirted to him by the A- 

poſiles, for then he might have laid as dreadful a charge upon him to 

abide at Epheſas, as he doth to preach the Goſpel. Bur to far was Paul 

from ſetling Timothy in Cathedra in Epheſms, that be rather continual» g 11 

ly ſends bim up and down upon all Church-ſervices;for we find A#.17. 

14.that when Pax/ fled frem the tumults of Berea to Arhens, he left $5- Area, Chrifti 
las and Timothy behind bim, who afterwards comming to Pax! to A- !*&P%, 47. 
thens, Paul lends Timothy from Athens to T heſſalenica to confirm the 

T hbeſſalonians in the faith, as appears 1 Theſ.3.1,2. from whence re: 

turning to Pax! to Athens again, the Apoſtle Pax, before he lett A- 

thens and went to Corinth, lent him and Ss/as into Macedonia, who Anno 48, 
returned to him again to Corinth, Acts 18.5. afterward they travelled. 

to Epheſws,trom whence we read Pax! ſent Timothy and Erafti into 
Macedonia, AQs 19.22, whither Pax! went after them, and from 

whence they and divers other Brethren journied into Aſia, Atts 20.4. Anno 53. 
All which Bretbren Pas! calls, asit is probable, Anion ixxansiey, the 

Meſſengers of the Churches, 2 Cor.8.23. and being thus accompanied 

with 7 :mothy,andthereſt of theBrethren,he comestroMi/eram and calls 

the E/gers of the Church of Epbeſ#s thither to him, of which Church 4, Þ. 
had Timothy been Biſhop, the Apoſtle inſtead of giving the Elders a 
chargeto feed the flock of Chriſt, would have given char charge to 

Timothy, 'and not tothem. 

And lecondly, the Apoſtle would not ſo have forgotten himſelf. as 
to cal} the Elders Emioxzores before their Biſhops face. 
Thirdly, It is to be conceived, the Apoſtles would have given them 

ſome direRiens, how to carry themſelves toward their Biſhop : ' but 

not a word of this,though Timothy were then in Paxls preſence,andin 

the preſence of the E/d:rs. The clear evidence of which T ext demon- 
ſtrates that Pax! did not leave Timothy at this time as Biſhopof Epheſis, 

But that it is rather evs9exz that he. rook him along with him in bis 

journey to Hiersſalem, and ſo to Rome", for we find that thoſe Epiſtles 

P.:l wrote while he was a priſoner, bear either in their inſcription, or 

ſome other paſſage of them, the name of Timothy as Pauls Compani- ———_——_— 
0n,viz, The Epiſile to the Philippians, Coloſſians, Hebrews, Philemon, Flag" = 4 
which Epiſtle he wrote in bonds, as the contexture, which thoſe two ye nd ; 


learned profeſſors,the one at Heydelbarge, the other at Saxmar, make only thar 
, TIMOTHY 


- , Joe was With Paul 
So that it appears that Timothy was no Biſhop, but a Minifter,. an at Rome, ones 


py ens a fellow-labourer of the Apoſtles, 1 Theſ. 3.1. an Apoft/e,a priſoner with: 


Ateſſenger of the Church,z Cor.8.3.4 ſiniſter of God, 1 Theſ.3.2.thele himthere.. 


tides 
f 


| « Anno 43. 


_e Anno $1, 
f Anno 52, 


e Anno 53, 


i Anno 64. 


b Anno 45. 


c Anno 46. 


dAnnosg1 


(38) 
e:1es the Holy Hhoſt gives him, but never the title of a B-fbop- 

The like we find in Scripture concerning Tizvs, whom Pam, as it rs 
conceived by learned men, did firſt aſſume into the fellowſhip of his 
laboursin the place of Fobx,and made him his companion in his journy 
through Antioch a to Hierwſalem, b ſo we find Gel.2.2. from thence 
returning to A»tioch again; from thence he paſſeth through Syria and 
C4/icia,confirming the Charches, and from Cilicia he ella to Cyete, 
where having preached the Goſpel, and planted Churches, he left 75- 
tws Cthere for a while to ſet in order things that remain. 

Yet it was bat for « while he left him there,for in his Epiſtle which he 
wrote to him, not many years after, he enjoyns bim to come to him to 
Nicopelss d where he did intend co winter, but changing that purpoſe 
ſends for him to Epbeſas, where it ſeemes his Hyemal (tation was, and 
f.om thence ſends him before him toCorixth,to enquire the ſtate of the 
Corinthians e. His return from thence Paw expeRts at Treas f, rand be- 
cauſe coming thither he found not his expefation there,he was ſo prie- 
ved in kis ſpirit, 2 Cor.2. 12. that he paſled preſently from thence into 
Macedonia where Titus met him; and in the midſt of his afflitions joys 
ed his ſpirits with the glad tydings of the powerful and gracious effects, 
bis firſt Epiſtle had among : Corinthians,2 Cor.7.5,6,7. Paul having 
there collected the Liberalities of the Saints, ſends 752» again to the g 
Corinthians, to prepare them for the ſame ſervice of Minittring to the 
neceſſities of the Saints, 2 Cor.$.6, . And\makes him-with ſome others 
the Conveiers of that ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 

All theſe journeyes to-and fro did Tirm« make at the deſignment of 
the Apoſtle, even aftethe was left in Crete. Nor do we find , that after 
his firſt removal from Crete h , he did ever return thither. We read in- 
deed,2 Tim.4. 10.he was with Pax! at Rome,and from thence returned 
not to Crete, but into Dalmatia. All which doth more then probably 
ſhew,it never was the Intexdmext of the Apoſtle to fix Titus in Crete 4s 
A Biſhop, but only to leave him there for a ſeaſon, for the good of that 
Chxurch, and to call him from thence, and ſend him abroad to other 
Churches for their good, as their neceſſities might require. Now who 

that will acknowledge a Difinf10n between the Offices of Biſhops and 
Evangelifts, and knowes wherein that Diſtin#ton lies, will no: upon 
thele premifles conclude that Timothy and Titns were Etangelifts and 
NOT Biſhfhops. 

I, but ſome of the Fathers have called Trmothy and Titus Biſhops. 
Wegrantittrue; and it is as true that ſome of the Fatheys hve called 
them drcbbiſbeps and Patrigrks ; yet doth it not follow, they were ſo. 


; We add, ſecondly, that when the Fathers did call them ſo,it was not in 


a proper,bur in an improper ſenſe; which we expreſsin the words of our 


| Raywlds contra Learned Orthodox Raynolas , 
Hait.Cad.6. 


You may learn by the Fathers themſelves, ſaith hey that when they 
tearmed 
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termed any Apoſtle a Biſhop of this or that City ( as namely Sr. Perer cf 
Antioch or Rome) they meant it in a general ſort and Ggnification , be- 
caule they 1d atcend that Church for a time, and ſupply chat roome in 
preaching th: Goſpel , which Biſhops did after ; but as the nave of 
Biſhop 15 commonly taken for the Overſeer of x particular Church , 
and Paltor of a ſeveral flock ; ſo Perer Was not Biſhop of any other place ; 
therefore not of Kome, Andthis is true by Analogy of all ex: raorcinary 
_m_— : and che ſame may be ſaid of T imothy and Titns , that he ſuch of 
'eter. 

But were it true chat Timothy and Titus were Biſhops : wil this Re- 
monltrant undertake , that all his party ſhall ſtand to his condicions ? 1f 
our Bibops challenge any %her power then was by Apeſtolick, Authority delegar 
ted, and required of Timothy and Titus, and the Angels of the ſeven Alun 
Churches, let them be diſclamed as uſurpers. Will our Biſhops indeed ſtard 
to this ? chen attuyy eſt, Did ever Apoſtoligne Authority delegate power to 
T wmothy or T ytus, to ordain alone ? ro govern alone ? and do not our Bt- 
{hops challenge that power? Did ever A fſt»lique Authority delegate poW- 
er to Tymothy and Titus, to rebuke an Elder ? no; but to entreat him as a Fa- 
ther : anddo not our Biſhops challenge themſelves and permit to their 
Chancetors, Comm ſſaries, and Officals power not only to Rebuke an Elder, 
bur to raile wponan Elder? - to reproach him with the molt approbious 
rermes of. fool, knave, jack-ſauce, 8&c. which our paper bluſhes ro pre- 
ſenc to your Honours view? Did ever Apoſtolick, Authority delegate to 
Timothy and Ties power to receive an accuſation againſt an Elder , but 
before two' or three witneſſes >? and do nor our Biſhops challenge 
to proceed Ex Officio, and make the Elders their own Accuſers? Did 
ever Apsſtolick Authority delegate power ro Timothy or Titans , to reject 
any after twice agmoniion- bur an Heretick,? and do not our Biſhops 
challenge power to reject and' eje& the moſt ſound and Orthodox of our 
Minſter s,or refuſing the uſe of a Ceremony ? as if Non-conformity Were 
Hexefie. So that either our Biſhops wa diſclaim this Remonſtrance, Ot 
elſe themſelves muſt be diſclaimed as nſurpers. ” 

Bur if Timthy and Titus were no Biihops ; or hadnot this poxer, 1t 
may be the Angels of the ſeven Afian Chxrches had; and our Remonſtrant 
is ſo ſubtile as to tilt theſe rwo together, rhat if one fail the other may 
hold. 

To which we anſwer ; firſt, that the Angel in thoſe Epiſtles is but Col- 
leflively, not Individsally ; as appears by the Eprftle to T; hyatira, cap. 2. 


ver ſe 25.where we read Uuir fs abyw x) Tois Aoiwors, &C. Brit  fay unto jos: 


(in the plural number, not unto thee 1n the fingular ) and to the reſt in 
Thyatira , &c. Here is a plain diſtinRion berween the members of tar 
Church. By yow, is fignified thoſe to whom he ſpake under the name of 
the Angel. By thereſt, the rificue of the people. The: people governed, 
and the governow's in the plural —— car, be more evident 

£9 
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ro prove, that by Ange is meant nor one ſingular farfon, but the whole 
company of Presbyrers that were in Tbyatire. | | 

This alſo further appears, becauſe ic is uſual wich the Holy Ghoſt, not 
only in other Books of che Scripture, but alſoin this very Book of the Re- 
velation, to expreſle a company under one {ingular perſon. Thus the Civil 
Scare of Rexves as oppoſite to Chriit, is called 4 beaFt with ten hornes: and 
che Eccleſialtical State Antichriltian 1s called rhe whore of Babylon, and 
the falſe Prophet ; and the Deviland all his family is called Ar old red 


*Dragom. Thus alſothe ſeven Angels that blev the ſeven trumpets, Reve!. 


8. 2. Andthe ſeven Angels that poured our the feven Vialls, arenoc lite- 
zally to be'taken, but Synecdochically,as all know. And why not then the 
ſeven Angels in thoſe Epiſttes ? Maſter Aedgin his Commenearies 

the Revelation, pag. 265. hath theſe words ; Deugue ut ( jaw ſenel ite- 
rymque menuimus ) quonians Denis adbibet angeles providentie ſue is reruns 
hunazarum mutibns & carverſianbus ciendss, gubernandiſque adneiniſftris : 
tdcirce, que venltor um mManibus peragumnr , Angelo tamen tangquans re 
gerende prz{idi 8& Duci pro conpmuny logurndz mode tribunntur. 

Add, thirdly, that the very name hs og is ſufficient to prove, thar it 
15 not meant of one perſon alone, becauſe the ward fnge! doth not im- 
porr any peculiar juriſdiRion or preheminevce , but is a cenmon name 
toall Miniſters, and ſo is uſed in Scripture. For all Minuliers age Gods 
Meſſengers and Embaſladours, ſent for the good of the Elet. And 
chcrefore the name being cammon to all Minitters, why ſhoutd we think 
that there ſhould be any thing ſpoken to one Minitter, that doth noe be- 
long toall > The like argument we draw from theword Starrs uſed Re- 
velations 1. 20, The ſeven Starvs aro the Angels of the ſeven Churches. 
Now it is evident, that all faithfull Migulters are called Starrs in Scriprure, 
whoſe duty is to ſhine as lights unto the Churches, in all puricy of (o- 
&rine wo holineſs of converſation. And in this fenſe, theword is uſed, 
when it is ſaid, thatehe third pert of the fkarrs were durkned. Rev. 8. 32. 
And that the Dragess taile drewthe third part of the ſarr: of Heaven , and 
caft them to the Earth, Rev. 12, 4. Whi&) is Meant not onely of Biſhops, 
bur of other Miniſters, unleſs rhe Biſhops wull appropriee att corruprion 
and Apoltacy unto themſelves, 

Add, fourthly, out of the Text 1t ſelf, ie is very obſervable, that our Sa- 
viour in opening the myſtery of the Viſion, Rev. 1. 20. ſaith ; The ſeven 
Candieſtichs which then ſaveft were the ſeven Churcbes, but he doth nor ſay, 
Tne ſeven lars arezhe ſever Angels of the fame Churches, But rhe 4An- 
gels of the ſeven Charges ; wherein not wicthour ſome myftery rhe num- 
her of the Angels is omitred, leaſt we ſhould underſtand by Angel, one 
Miniſter alone, and not a company. And yet the Septenary number of 
the Churehes 1s twice ſer down. 

Laſtly, though but ene Angel be mencioned in the fore-fronr, yet 1t 
»s evident, char che Epittles the nfetves are dedicared to all the Angels , 


end 
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and Miniſters in every Church, and t© che Churches themſelves : And 
if co che whole Church, much more to the Prezbyters of thit Church, 
This is proved Revelations 1,11, What thes ſeeſt, write in a Brock, and ſend 
it to the ſeven Churches which are is Aſa, Andalſo by the Epiphonema of 
every Epiltle ; He that hath an ear to hear, let bim hear what the Spirit 
ſaith anto the Churches. Upon which words, Ambroſins Anbertus in his 
ſecond Book upon the Revelation, ſaith thus ; Vna eademgne locwtione & 
Angelos & Eccleſras unum efſe defognat. Nam cums in principio locutionurs 
que al ſepters fiunt Angelos dicat, þ Angelo illins Ecclefte ſcribe ; i» fine 
ramen earwnden non dicit, yi babet aurum andiat quod ſpiritns dicat An- 
gelo, ſed quid Eccleſie dicar. By one and the ſame phrate of ſpeech be 
theweth,theAngels and the Churches to be one and the ſame.For where- 
as in the _—_ of his ſpezch, which he makes to the ſeven Chur- 
ches, he ſaith, And write to the Angel of the Charches, yet in the cloſe 
of rhe ſame, he doth not ſay, He thar hath an Eare, lec him hear what 
che Spirit ſaith ro the Angel, bur what be ſaith to the Charch. And this 
is further proved by the whole argument of thoſe Bpifiles , wherein 
che admonicons, threatnings, commendartions , and reproofs , aredi- 
reaed ro all the Miniſters of all the Churches, Revel. 2. 10. The De- 
7H (hall caſt ſome of you into priſon, &'e. Revel. 2.16. [will fight apainſ 
them with the ſword of my month, Revel. 2. 24. 1 will put upon you no other 
burthen, &c. I ſay unto you and the reſt of Thyatira, as many 4s have not 
this Doftr ine, and which have no: known the depths of Satan, & c. And when 
ic isfaidin che ſingular number ( as ic is chan ) I know thy works and 
labour, &c. veil. 2, andverſe 4. Repent and do thy firſt works ; and verſe 
I 3. T how haſt not denied my Faith, &c. and cap. 3. 26, Becavſe thou art 
neither hot nor cold, &c. All theſe and the like places, ate not to be un- 
derftood as meant of one individual perſon, bur of the whole company 
of Miniſters , and alſo of the whole Church , becauſe thar the puniſh- 
ment threarned, is to the whole Church ; Revelations 2.5; Repent and 
do thy firſt werks, or elſe 1 will come unto thee quickly and remove thy Can- 
delff ich ont of b1s place Revelar. 2,16, Repent, or elſe I will comt anto thee 
quickly, and will fight againſt thee with the ſword of my month; Revelations 
2. 24. #1 will not put wpon you any other Burthen. Now We have no Wat- 
rant in the Word to think that Chriſt would remove his Goſpel from a 
Church for rhe fin of one Biſhop, when all the other Miniſters, and tte 
Churches themſelves are free from thoſe fins. And if God ſhould take 
this courſe, in what a wofull and miſerable condition ſhould the Church 
of England be 2 which organeth under {© many corrupt Prelares ? By 
all this it appexres, that che word Angel, is not to be taken, iSoier, 
bur 5vaant}aces ; not properly, but figuratively. And this is the judgement 
of Maſter Perkiys upon the ſecond Chapter of the Revelation - and of 
Maſter Brightman, and of Doctor Falke, who in anſwer ro the Rhemitis 
in Apoc, 1, 20. hath theſe words : Sr, Jelnevy che Angels of the Churches 
2 


meaneth 


nm 
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meancth not that all that ould wear on their h2ads Micers, and hold 
croher Raves in ther hands, like dead Idols, but them rat are the 
fai:htful meſlengers of Gods Word , and utter anddeclare the ſame. A- 
gain they arecalled the Angels of the Churches, becauſe they be God; 
meſlengers. 

Matter Fexlikewiſe in his Medication upon the Revelation (page 7.9. 
17.) is of this opinion, and hach gathered ro our hands the opinions of 
all Incerprecers he could meer, and ſaich that they all conſent in this, thac 
under the perſon of an Angel, the Paſtors and Minitter; of the Churches 
were underltood. St. Auſtin in his 132. Epiltle. ſaich chus, Sic enms im A- 
pocalyphi legutur Angelus, &c. Quand fide Angelo ſuperiornm ceelorum , & 
»9n de Prxpofitis Ecclefiarum vellit intelligs, non conſequenter diceret , Ha- 
beo adverſum te,&c. And ſo in his ſecond Homily upon the Revelation (it 
that book be his) Quod autem dicit Angelo Thyatire, Hibeo adverſum te 
pauca, d:czt Przpoſitts Eccleharum, &c. This alſo Gregory the Great, {i6, 
34. Moral. in Tebcap 4. Sepe ſacram ſcripturam predicatores Eccleſie pro 
eo quod patr is gloriam annunciant , angelorum nome ſolere deſignare © & 
binc efſe , quod Johamzes in Apocalypfs teprem Ecclelus ſcribens , angelis 
Eccleharum loquirur, zd eff, Przdicatoribus populorum, Matter Fox cterh 
Primaſius, Haymo, Beda, Richard, Thomas, and others, to whom we re- 
ter you. 

ic it be heredemanded (as it is much by the Hierarchical-fide (that if by 
Angel be meant the whole company of Presbyters, why Chriſt did.nor 
ſay rothe Angels in the plural number, but co the Angel in the fingu- 
lar ? 

We anſwer , that thoughthis queſtion may ſavour of a little roo much 
curioſity, yet we will make bold to ſubjoyn chree- conjeCtural reaſons of 
Ls phraſe of ſpeech. | 

Firſt, it is ſo uſedin this place, becauſeic is the common language of 
ether Sctiptnres in types and viſions to ſer down a certain number tor an 
uncercain, and the fingular number for the pluraJl. Thus the Rim, Das. 
$. 3.15 interpreted verſe 20. to be the Kings of Media and Perſia. And 
the enemies of Gods Church are ſet out by four hornes. And the delive- 
rers by four Carpenters, Zach. 1. 18,20, Andthe wiſe and fooliſh Virgins 
are ſaid ro be five wiſe and five foolith. And many ſuch like.. And there- 
fore as we anſwer the Papiſts,when they demand why Chriſt, if he meant 
figuratively when he cairh, this is my body 2 and did nox ſpeakin plain lan- 
guage, this us the ſigne of my body ? We ſay, that this phraſe of ſpeech ts 
proper to all Sacraments: So we alſo anſwer here,. his-phraſe of ſgeech 
Argel for Angels, is common toll types and viſions. 

Secondly, Angel is put, though more- be meanc ,. that fot ry xy hold 
proportion With the viſion Which John ſav, Chap. 1, 13. 20: He ſaw [&- 

wen Golden Candelſtichs, and ſeven ſtars. | And therefore to: hold proporti- 
en, the Exuiles are-direted co. feven Angels and to ſeven yer 
An 
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Andehus is called a Myſtery, Rev1.20. The myſtery of the ſeven bars, &c. 
Now a Myſtery:is a ſecrec Whichcomptehends mare than is exprefled; and 
therefore though but one Angel be expreſled, yer the My tery unplies all 
che Augels of thit Church, 

Thirdly, To fgnifie cheir Union 3n the Miniſterial FunCtion,and joynr 
Commiliion to attend upon the f-eding and governing of one Church, 
with wne common care, as it were with one hand and heart. And this 
is more hly declared by the name of one Angel, than of many.We of- 
ren find the nam? of ( one ) Prophecor Prielt to be pur for the general 
Body of the Minitiry, or whole multicudes of Prophe:s or Prieſts , in the 
Church of 1ſrael or. Judah, when the Spiric of God incenderh co reprove, 
threaten , or admonuth them., - Thus ir is, Jerexs, 6.13, 18,19. Iſa. 
3. 2, Hyſeag.8, Ewth. 7.26. Hoſea 4.6, Mal. 2.7. Neither ſhould 
it ſeem tirange, that a mulcicude or company of Miniſters ſhould be un- 
derſtood under the name'af one Angel, ſeeing a multitude of Heavenly 
Angels ( imployed in one Service for the 900d of Gods Saints ) 1s ſom- 
crimes inthe Scripture ſhut up under one Angel in the fingular number, as 
may begathered from Gen,14.7. 2: Kings 19. 35+ Pſa. 34. 7- compared 
with Pſal. 91.11. Gen. 32.3. 2 Kings 6. 16:17. Andalſo a multitude of 
Devils or evil Angels, joyntly labouring in any one work, is ſer forch un- 
der the name of on: evil or ugclean ſpirit , 1 Kings 22.21, 22, Mark1. 
23,24. Mark 5. 29. Luke 443334+ Luke 8.2730. 1 Pet.5.8. Heb.2.14. 
Eph. 6.11,12, Ll : ; 

Now-le: us ſuppoſe (which yet notwithſtanding we will nor grant)char 
the word Angel 1s taken individually for one particular perſon, as DoRor 
Reywoldsſeems tointerpret it, together with Malter Bez.a, yet neverthe- 
leis, ibere will nothing follow our of this acceprion, that will any waies 
make for the upholding of a Dioceſan Biſhop, with ſole power of Ordi- 
nation and Junſdiftion., -asa diltis& Superiour to Presbyters. And this 
appears; | 

Mick, Becauſe it never was yet proved nor ever will ( as we conceive ) 
that theſe Angels were Dioceſan Biſhops, conſidering that Pariſhes were 


not divided into Dioceſles in Sr. ow daies. And the ſeven Stars are 
ſaid to be fixed in their ſeven Candleflicks or Churches, not one Scar over: 


divers Candleſticks., Neither can- thoſe Churches be thought robe a Dio- 
ceſan,, when not only Tindal and the old Tranſlaion, calls them ſeven 
Congregations, but weread alſo As 20. that at Epheſus which was one. 
of thoſe Candlefticks, rhere was but one Flock. 

And ſecondly , we further find that in Epheſus one of thoſe ſeven 
Churches, there were many Presbyters, Which are all called Bthos , 
Aits 20.38, Andwe find no colour of any fuperintendency or fuperto- 
ricy of one Biſhop over anotter. -To then in general the Church is 
co:nmittedtobe fed by them without any reſpe& had to Timahy, wan 
Good ar his Elbow, an had been wich him in CMacedovie, and was nov 
waiting 


- ” - 
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wang upon him to Jerwſalew. Thisis alſo confirmed by Epipherire, 
who writing of rhe Herefies of the Adleriany, Caich, rhac in ancienc times 
this was peculiar to Alexandria, that ir had but one Biſhop, whereas 
o.her Cities hid two, And be being Biſhop of Cypres, might well be 
acquainted with the condition of the Churches of A fjs , which were ſo 
nigh unco him, ; 

Thirdly, There is nothing ſaid in the ſeven Epiſtles, that impliech 
any ſuperiority or majatiry of rule or power that theſe Angels had 
over the other Angels that were joyned with them in their Churches. 
Ic is written indeed , iy commendation of the Angel of the Church of 
Epheſus, that he could not bar them that were evil, and that he had tried 
them which ſay they were Apoſtles and are not, and had found them Lyars. 
And it is ippken in diſpraiſeof the Angel of Perganos , that he ſuſfer- 
ed them which held the Doftrine of Balaam, 8&c. Bur theſe things are com- 
mon duties requitable at the hands of all Miniftets, who have the charge 
ot ſouls. ; 

But ſuppoſe that there were ſome ſuperioricy and preheminency irj- 
finuared by this individual Angel , yet who knoweth nor chat there are 
divers kinds of Superioricy? to Wit 4. of Order, of Dignity, of Gifts 
and Parts, or in degree of Miniſtry, of in charge of pawer and juriſ- 
dition, And how will it be proved that this Angel it he had a ſupe- 
rioricy, had anymore than a ſuperiority of Order, of of Gifcs and 
Parts? Where is irſaid, thatthis Angel was a ſuperiout degree of 
order of Miniſtry above Presbyters? In which Epiſtle is it ſaid that 
this Angel had ſole power of Ordination and Juriſdiction > And there- 
fore as our Learned Proteſtants prove againlt the Papiſts , char where 
Chriſt dire&ed his Speech to Petey in particular, and ſaid, 7 will groe mats 

*Hic 2; *Þ*e the Keys of the Kingdoms of Heaven, 8c. Thar this particularization of 

wt que & Peter did not import anyfingular preheminence or majority of power to 

ceteri 4- Peter More than to the other Apoſtles ; Bur that though the promiſe was 
poſto!li made to Peter, yet it was made to him in the name of all the ret, 
quod fue-and given to all as well as one. And thar therefore it was ſpoken 

_ "% roone perſon, and not to all ; that ſo Chriſt mighe fore-ſignifte the 

na * unity of his Church, as * Cyprian, Auſtin, Hierem, Optarns, and others 

preditiey ſay. So when Chriſt directs an Epiſtle: to an Angel, ir doch not unply 
henorises a ſuperiour power over his Fellow-Angels, but at moſt only a Prefi- 
poteftal u dency for order ſake. And that which is wrutento him, 15 written 

- ng "ro the reſt as well as to him. And therefore wricren to one, not to ex- 

waiter Clude the reſt,” bur to denote the Unity char ought to be berween the 

profciſ. Miniſters of the ſame Church in their common care and diligence to 
citar, # their Flock. Andthis is all that Doftor Reywolds ſaith, as you may read 

Kccleſia ;1 his Conference with Hart, cap. 4. diviſ. 3. ad finem. For it is evi- 

ſtraws, Jenrrhat Door Reywolds was an utrer enemy © the Jas Divinum of 

* the Epiſcopal preheminency over Presbyrers, by his Letter ts _ 
nolls, 
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Kmalls. And learned Maſter Boas alſo ſaith ſomething to the ſame 
purpoſe in his Annotations upon Revelations 2. L, Angels 1.965597 guens 
Pimir uns 0portuit imprimsis de his rebus admonert , ac per enum ceteros colle- 
$44 teram4, adeo Eceleſiams. Sed bing fhatii Epiſcopalis ille gradus poſtea 
hnoanitis in Eccleſians Dei uvruettus, certe nec poteft nec debet,, 1mmo ne per- 
peru quidens iſtud xz cms munus «fſe nece{[arto eportuiſſe, ſicut exorta 
inde T yrawnys Oligarchica ( cujus apex ft Amichriſtiana beftia ) certiſſims 
Cling tories non Eccleſia wodo, ſed etiam orbis pernicie, nunc tandem decla- 
74t. 

If cherefare our Remorſtrant can produce no better Evidence for 
his Hiergchy than Timerhy and Titw, and the Angels of the Aſian 
Churches, Let not.this Remonſitrant and his Party, cry out of wrong, 
if thus clairped Hierarchy be for ever rooted ont of the Church, ſeeing it 1s 
his own Option, And yer we cannot conceal one Refuge more out of 
Scripture, to which the Hierarchy berake themſelves for thelter: And 
that is the two Poltcripes inthe end of Pauls ſecond Epiſtle ro Timothy , 
and of that to Twas z where in the one, Tzwathy is (ard to: be the fult 
BilhopckZ P HE SUS; andintheother, Fx is ſaid to be the firſt 
Biſhop of the Churchof the CRETIANS: to bath whick places 
we an{wer : 

Thas theſe rwo Palt{cripes ( and ſo all the reſt) are. no part of Cano- 
nical Scripture. And therefore gur former and  anciencer Engliſh 
Tran{lanens , | though tbey have theſe Poltcriprs, yet they are- pur 
in a {mall Character different from that of the Tex. Although 
our Epiſcopal men of late in newer Impreſſions have enlarged their 
Phylacteries, in putting thoſe Poltſcnpes in the ſame full Cha- 
racer with thar of che Text , that the ' ſimple might believe they 
axe Canovigal Scripzure.. The P.4Þ 1 STS. themſelves ( Bars- 
wi > Serrarint's and the Rhemiſty) confeſs thar rnete is much 
falficy in them. The fictt Epiſtle ro Tawathy, 14 thus fubſctibed > che 

te Timothy we written from Laodicea, which is the chiefeft City of 
Phrygia Pacatiana. Here we demand, whether P 4# L whey he 
writ the Firlk Epille ra TI CHOT HY, was afhred he ſhould live 
to Write a Second, which, was wtirren long after® And if noe ; 
How cones it to be ſubſcribed , the firſt ro Timothy , which hath re- 
lation to a Second? Behides, the Epitile is ſaid to be wrwr from 
Laodicea, wheres Rezs in his Annotatians proves apparently , thac 
it was writren from Macedonia; ro. which Opinion Baranas. and 
Serrarius ſubſcribe. It 1s added , Which. z the-chiefeft City of Phry- 
fie Paratians. Bur this Epirhet is no where read inthe Writtws of 
thaſe ages, ſattl Bea, Sed apud recertiores las, gui Reman Imperii 
lam inclinantis provinees deſcripſerye, So that by this place it is evi- 
dent, that the Subſcription was added a long white after the 
wriung 
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"writing of the Epiſtles by ſome men, for the molt part vel ;ndoBHt; , 
{ath Beza, vel certe won ſatis attemis, Either by a Learned or negligent 
man. 

The Second Epiſtle is thus deſcribed ; The Second Epiſtle unto Timorhy, 
ordained the firft Biſhop of the Church of the Ephefrans, was wruten from 
Roite, 'when Paul was brought 'before Nero the ſecond time. Now theſe 
words Orda'ned the firſt Biſhop , 1s wanting, ſaith Beza, in qu:b:ſdans 
weruſtis Codicitns, in veteri v#lgaia Editrone, & apud Syrum Imerpretem. 
If Sair.t Pawſhad written this Poliſcript, he would not have ſaid , To Ti- 
mothy the firſt Biſhop, &c. - Whereas 1t was not yet certain whether ever 
rhere thould be a ſecond. Neither'would it be ſaid, yhen Pan! was brought, 
&c. Bur when 1 was che ſecond-titmebrought before Nero. The Syriack 
Incerprerer reads it, Here endsthe Second Epiſtle ro Timothy written from 
Rome. h . 

The Epiſtle ro Tims is thus deſcribed : Written ro Titus, Ordained 
frſt Biſhop ofthe Church-of the Cretians, from Nicopolis of Micedonia. 
Here it 15 ſaid that this Epiftlz was + written from Acropolis, whereas it 
is clear that Pawl was'not at: Nicepols: whenhe wrote it, Titus 3. 12. 
Pe diligent to come to-me at Nicofolis, for 1 have determined there to w- 
ter. He doth not ſay, Hereto winter, but There, Wrhere norte, for the 
preſent *he was not .chere.” And befides ic is ſaid, that Tus Was 
O rdained the firit Biſhop, &e.” * Andwho was the Second ?'' Or was there 
ever aSecond? Andalfo, ' He « faid tobe a Biſhop, not only of a Diocels, 
but of all Creet. | Was there ever ſuch a ſecond Biſhop > Add Laſtly , 
that it is ſaid, Biſhop of the Church of the Cretians z Whereas it would 
be ſaid of rhe Cherche of the (retians. ' For the Chriſtian Churches 
of any Nation -are. called Churches by Lake and Paul, not Church. 
Therefore Codex Claremontenxs-- ſubſcribes ;- Here ends the Epiſtle "16 
Tirus, and no more. So the Syriack ; Finituy epiſtola'ad Titum gue 
ſcripta fuit + Nicopols, The old Vulgar Edition hath nothing of the 
Eprſcopacy of Tru. By all this it appears, that if the Biſhops had no 
more .authority to urge us to ſubſcribe to their Cerenfonies, then they 
hwe authority for their Epiſcopal Dignity by theſe Subſcriptions, there 
would be no More ſubſcription ro Ceremonies in the Churches of Exg- 


Burt ſome will ſay, that-chere 1s one Obje&ton out of Scripture yer un- 
anſivered, and that 1s from the inequality that was between the twelve 
Apoliles, and the ſeventy Diſciples. 

:'% 4: + Towhichwe anſwer ; | | 

. Firſt, "That it cannot be proved that the twelve Apoſtles had any ſupe 
riority over the ſeventy, eicher of Ordination, or Jutiſdiction,or that there 
was any ſubordination of the ſe venty unto the twelve : but ſuppoſe it was, 


yer weanl\yer ; 
| Secondly, 
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Secondly,that a ſuperiority and inferiority between Officers of differ- 
ent kinds, Will not zrove that there ſhould be a ſuperiority and inferio- 
rity berw een Officers of rhe ſame kind. No man will deny , but that 1n 
Chrilts rime there were Apoliles,Evangelilts,P:ophe:s,Pattors,and Tea- 
chers, and chat the Apoltles were Superiour to Evangelilts and Patiors: 
Buc ic cannot be prov d,that oneApolile had any ſupertority over another 
Apoltle, or one Evangeliit over another. And Why then thould one Pceſ- 
bicer be over another? Hence it followerh, thar though we ſhould granc 2 
ſuperiority between the cwelve and the ſzvenry, yer this will not prove 
the quelt:on in hand. Bccauſe the queltion is concerning Othcers of the 
ſame kind, and the inſtance 1s of Ofhcers of different kinds, amonglt 
whom no man wil deny bur there may be a ſuperiority and inferiority, 
as there 1s amonglt us berween Pre;bycers and Deacons. 

And now ler your Honexrs judge(contidering the premitles Jhow far 
this Epiſcapal government is from any Divine right, or Apoitolical In- 
ſtutution: And how true that ſpeech of Hierome is, that a Biſhop as it 
is a ſuperiour Ocder to a Presbyter,is a Humane preſumption,not a Divine 
Ordinance. 

Bur chough Scripcure fails them,yer the indulgence andMunificence of 
Religious Princes May ſupport them, and to this the Remonit rant makes 
his next recourſe, ye: ſo as he acknowledgeth here, [ngagements to Prin- 
ces onely for their agcefſory diguitier, ticles, and Maintenance ; not at all 
for their ſtations and funttions, ( wherein yer the author plainly acknow- 
ledgeth a difference berween our Bihops and the Biſhops of old by ſuch aC- 
ceſlions, ) 

For our parts, we ate ſo far from envying the grations Uunificence of 
pious Princes, in collating honourable maintenance upon the Miniſters of 
Chri#t, that we believe, that even by Gods own Ordinance, double Honour * 
is due unto then. 

And chat by how much the CMinitry of the Goſpel is more honurable 
thin that of the Law, by ſo much the more ought all that embrace the 
Goſpel, tobe careful ro provide, that the Afiniſfters of the Goſpel might 
nor only live, but maintain Hoſpitality , according to the Rule of the 
Goſpel. And thut worthy Gemelzan ſpike as an Oracle, thit ſud, That 
ſcanda'ous Maintenance ts a great cauſe of ſcandalous Miniſters. 

Yer we are not ignorant,that when the Miniſtry came to have Agros, 
domws, locationes wehicula , equos , luifundia , as Chryſoſt. Hom. 86. in 
Matth. Tint then Religio 4a divutas , O& filia devoravu Matrens , 

Religion brought forth ricches, 2nd the Daughter cevoured ihe Mother; 
And then there was a voice of Angels heurd tron heaven ; Hodie wene- 
num * Eccleffam Chriſti cecidir. This day is poyſon ſhed into the Church 
of Chrit, 

And then it was that Jerom complained, Chriſti Eccleſia poit quam ad 
Chrift ianos principes vent, potentia quidem & divitis major ſe —_ 
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bus mine? fafla oft. Then alſo was that conjun&ion found true ; Thar ' 
when they had wooden C hali ces, they had Golden Prieſts ; but when theic 
C halices were golden, their Prieſts were worden. 

And though we do no think, there is any ſuch mcompoſſibr/iry, but 
that /arge Revenues may be happily managed with an humble ſociableneſſe, 
ye: 15 very rare to find, Hiſtory telis us, char the ſuperfluous revenue; of 
the Biſhops not only made chem neglect cheir Mimſtery, bur further 
uſhered 1n their Rateiy and pompous attendance ; which did ſo elevare 
cheir ſpirics that they inſulted over their brethren, both Clergy and Pev- 
ple, and gave accifion to ochers to hare and abhor the Chrittian Faith ; 
Which Enſebs ſecs forth fully in the pride of Pawins Samoſarems, who 
no: withſtanding the meanneſfle and obſcurity of his birth , afrerwards 
grew to that herrghr of inſolency and pride in all his carriage, eſpecially in 
that numerous train that attended him in the ſtreets, and in hs ſtately 
Throne raiſed afterthe manner of Kings and Princes, that Fides woſtra 


Euſib, 1 #ordie, & odio, roptey faſtuns & ſaperbiam cordss ittins, fafta faerit ob- 
e 


7.cap.z7, 9x14; 1 he Chriftian Faith was expo 


Par. 22; 


to envy and hatred through his 
ride. 
, And as their ambirion(fed with the largeneſſe of their revenues ) diſ- 
covered ir ſelfe in great attendance, ſtarely dwellings, and all Lordly 
pomp, ſo Hrerems complains of their pride in their ſtately ſexts gaz ve/ar 
in aliqua ſublims ſpeenia conftitmts, vix dignantar videre mortales & al- 
loqui conſerves ſmos : who fitting alofc as it were in a watch-toiver, will 
{-arce deigne to look upon poor mortals, to ſpeak to their fellow-ſer- 
vants. 

Here we might be large in multiplying ſeveral teſtimonies agunſt che 
pride of Ecclefiaftical perſons, that the largenefle of their revenues rai- 
ſed them roo : but we will conchade with that grave complaint of Sw/p;- 
71445 SEVErMS, 

Ille qui ante pedibus ant aſello ire eonſurverat , ſpumante equo ſuperbus 
1vehitnr ; parvaprins ac vils cellula contents habitare, er1git celſa Laque- 
aria, conſtru;t multa conclavia, ſenlpit poſtes, pingit armaria, veſtens reſpuit 
greſſiorem, indumenmun molle deſiderat, &c. Which becauſe the practice 
of our rimes hath already turnedinto Engliſh , we ſpare the labour to 
tranſlate, ; 

Onely ſuffer us ( being nov to give a Yale to our Remonitrants argu- 
ments ) rorecollect ſome few things, 

Ficſt, where as this Remonſrant ſaith; If we do net ſhew our of the true 
ard genuine writings of thoſe holy men, that lrved in the ApoFHes dares, a clear 
and recerved diſtinttion of Biſhops, Prerbyters, and Deacons, as three aiftinft 
ſmbordinate callings, with av evident ſpectjication of the dwty belongirg to each 
of them : Let this claimed Hierarchy be for ever rooted ont of the Church 

We t elexch you,let it be remembred how we have proved out of rhe 


genuine ar d undemable writings of the Apeſtles themſelves,that theſe are not 
tree 
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wire: diſtin callings : Biſhops are Presbyters, being with thens ail one , 
Name and Office, and that the diftin&ion of Biſhops and Pre»byters was 
not of Div jxe In(titution, bur Humane:and that theſe Biſhops , in their 
firlt Intticurion did not differ ſo much from Presbyters, as our preſent 
Biſhops differ from them, 3 
Secondly, Whereas this Remonſtrant ſaith , If our Biſhops challenge any | y 

#ther power then was by Apoſtolick, authority delegated to, and required of PS" *4- [} 
Timothy and Timus,and the Angels of the Aſian Churches:Ler them be diſ- ' 
claimed a3 uſurpers. We detire it may be remembred , how we have 
proved ficlt, that Timothy and Tirms, and the Angels who are Dioceſan = 
Biſhops ; and ſecondly, chat our Biſhops challenge (if not in cheir Pole- b, 
micks, yer in their practicks) a power that Timothy and Tits, and thoſe 
Angels never did. 

Thirdly, Whereas this Remonſtrane ſaith, 7f there ca be better evidence P48* * 3* 
under heaven for any matter of faft, let Epiſcopacy be for ever abandoned out of 
Gods Church. We beſeech you revember how weak we have dilcove- 
red his evidence to be; and then the /»frerce upon all theſe we humbly 
leave co your Hononrs wiſdom and Juſtice. 


1 
SECT. XIV. ? 4 
q: 


Hs thus conlidered the validity of thoſe arguments , where y 
A &chis Remonſtr ant would ſuffultEprſcopacy,ve deſcend now to inquire 
what ſatisfaCtion he gives to thoſe objetions , which himſelf frames as by 
che main,if not the ſole arguments, that Epyſcopacy is aflaultable by,and i 
they are tWO. Li 
Firſt, chat pleading the Divine right of Epiſcopacy ts to the prejudice of S0- | 
vereignty. Secondly, that it caſts a dangerons 1mputation upon all thoſe Re- 
for med Churches that want this Government. 
Tothe firlt, the prejudice of Sovereignty ; he anſwers there is a com- 
patibleneſle in this caſe of Gods AF.and the Kings : it is God that Makes 
che Biſhop, the King that gives che Biſhoprick. 
Bur we have proved already,tharGod never made aBiſhop.as he ſtands 
in his $»pertority over all other Presbyters, be never h1d Go1s Fiae : and 
if they diſclaim the influence of Sovereignty unto their creation to 2 prio® 
rity,and afſerr that the King doth not make then Byſhops,chey muſt have 
no being at all. Sure we are, the Laws of the Land proclaim, that not 37 H8. 
only Biſhopricks, but Biſhops and all the juriſdiction they have ,is from the + 77+ 
King - whereas the Remerſtrant acknowledgeth no more , bur the bare 7 ma 
place and exerciſe to be from Regal donation, which cannot be afhrmed granc 
Without apparent prejudice of that Sovereignty Which the Laws of the here ac- 


Land have invelied our Princes with. knowled- 
ges the , 
; ; ſame of 
the King,tbat Frier Simon 8 Florentine did of the Pope, who affirmed the degree of a Biſhop 


was de j'«re d.vino, but every particular Biſhop de jure Pontificho, Hiſt, con, Trid. _ 28, 25, 
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And for his unwotthy compariſon of Kings in order to Biſhops, and 
Patrons in order to their Clerks, when he thall prove that the Payroy 
gives miniſterial power to his Clerk, as the King according toour Lawes 
g1VCS Eprſcopal power to the Biſhop, it may be ot tome conducement to his 
cauſe ; but till then, we leave the unfitneſſe of this compariſon, and the 
unthankfulneſs of thoſe men to the indulgence of theirSovereignyto their 
ceterved recompence. 

His lerrned anſwer co fuch men as borrowing St. Jeromes phraſe,ſreak 
St. Pazls truth, is in ſum this : 

T hat he knows not how to preſcribe to mens thoughts, but for all his Rhets- 
ricke they will think, what they liſt ; but if they will grant hins the queſtion , 
they all ſoon be at an end of the quarrel: which one anſwer, if ſatisfafory, 
would filence all controverſies to as good purpoſe as he did Bellarmune , 
who ſaid, Bellarmine ſaith it is thus, and I (ay 1c is nor, and where is Bel- 
larmine now ? 

To the ſecond objection, that Epiſcopacy thus aſſerted caſts an ingputa- 
£101 pn all the reformed Churches, that want that Government, he aith, 
that the objeftion is intended to raiſe envy againſt them , Who ( if they may be 
b-tieved ) love ard honour thoſe ſiſter Churches, and bleſſe God for them. 

Bur do they our-pluck all this envy upon themſelves, who in their Con- 
ferences Writings, Pulpits, Wmtver ſities, Diſpmes, High Commiſſions, De- 
clamations, have diſclaimed them as no Churches, that have diſclaimed the 
Prelats and have honoured the moſt gloriows Lights of thoſe reformed 
Churches, Calvin, Beza, and others With no bertec ticles then of Kaſcals, 
Blaſphemers, &C. : 

But che pith of his anſwer after a few good Words is this, that no ſuch 
conſequent can be drawn from their opinion;for cheir fs Divizum pleads 
on:ly for a j#/tifiableneſs of this koly calling: not for abſolute necelluy of ir, 
warranting it where it is, and requiring it where it may be had; but not fix 
wpon the (hnrch that wants it , the defett of any thing of the Eſſence of a 
{ burch, but only of the glory axd perfeftion of it; neirhe; 15 1t their fin, bur 
their naſery, 

Andis ir ſo, do:h not this Tus Divinwmm argue a Neceſſity, but only a 
7#{ ifiableneſſe of this calling ? nor is the want of 1t a want of any thing of 
Eſſence, but only of perfestion ? we have thought , that pag. the 2oth. 
where this Remonſtrant frives to fetch the Pedegree of Ep:/cepacy from no 
tefle then Apſelical, and in that right Divine inſtitution he had reckoned 
it azong thoſe things, which the Apes ordained for the ſucceeding 
adminiſt:ation of the Church i» efſential matters : bur here ic ſee r.5 he is 
willing to retra& what there fell fron him : there 1c was to his advan- 
eageto ſay, this Government was a thing eſſential ro the Church, and 
here ic is no lefſe advantage to ſay, it 1s not efſenttal, 

Bur if it be nor Eſſential, then what is the reaſon that when a Pr4ſ# 
who hath received Orders at Reme, turns tO us, they urge nat him to re- 
cQvC 
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ceive Ordination among'us again : Bu when ſome of our brethren, who 
Hying in Queen Maris daies,had received /mpoſition of hands in the Re- 
for:ned Churches bezon1 che Seas, returned again in the daies of Queen 
| Elizabeth, they were urged to receive Impohrtion of hands again from 
our B ſhops, and ſorne did receive ir. If thoſe Churches that wane Bi- » 
ſhops, want nothing eflential ro a Church, then what Eſſential want was Ss 
there in the Ordination of thoſe Aimfters that received Impolition of ) 
hands in thoſe Caurches, that might deſerve a re-ordination, More than ? 
if they had firſt received their Ordination at Rome? ' 
And what is the reaſon that Biſhop Mownagne ſo confidently affirms, 0:3 num 
that Ordination by Epiſcopal hands 1s ſo neceſſary, as that che Church Eccteſia- + f 
is notrue Church without it, and the Miniſtry norrue Miniſtry, and or-#icorum 
dinarily no ſalvation co be ob:ained without ir? And if this Remonſtram _ _ 
ſhould leave Biſhop Aowntague to anſwer for him himſelf, yer norwith- kv url 
{tanding he ttands bound to give us (atisfaCtion torheſe two queſtions, 463, 464 
which ariſe from his own Book. 
Fir, Whecher cha: Office which by divine right hath the '4* power of 


=_ — + —— 2. 


or daining,and ruling all ocher Officers in the Church (as be ſaith Epiſcopa- | 
| cy hath) belong nor to the being, bur only to the glory and perfection of jk 
it 4 aChurch ? : f 


Secondly, There being ( in this mans thoughts ) the ſame Jas divinum 
for Biſhops, thac there 1s for Paſtors and Elders, whether if thoſe reform- 
ed Churches wanted Paſtors and Elders too, they ſhould. want nothing af 
the Eſſence of a Chuich, bur of che perfetkion and glory of ut ? 


But this Remonſtrant ſeems to know ſo muctr of che mind of thoſe 
Churches, that if they might have their option , they would moſt \S/ady em- 
brace Epiſcopal Government, as little differing from their own Moderatorſhip, 
ſave only in the perpetuity of it, and the new invention ( as be ociouſly cals ic) 
of lay-E Llers, Bur noq\eition thoſe learned Worthtes char, werencruſt= 
ed by che Churches to compile therr Confeſſions, did compr ize their Tudgments 
better than the Compoſer of this Remon#France. And to his preſumption, we 
poſe their Conf<tlion. We will begin with the French Charch, who 
| in their Confeſſion ſpeak thus : 


Credimus veram Eccleſiamgu-\ We believe that the true 
bernari debere ea politia, quay | Church ought tobe governed 
Dominus neſter Feſws Chriſtus ' by that policy which Chriſt 
ancivit, ita videlicet , ut fint is Jeſus our Lore eftabliſhed, 
ea Paſtores,Presbyteri, ſive Seni- | viz, that there be Paftors., 
ores & Diaconi,ut doftrine pari- | Presbyters, or Elders, & Dea- 
tas retineatur,&c. Art.29, Cre- | cons, And again, We believe, 


dimus omnes Paitores ubicun- | that all true Paſtors wheze- 
ever 
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que collocati fu nt, eadem & #-{ever they be, are endued with 
quali poteſtatt "inter ſe eſſe predi- [equal and the ſame power, 
70s ſub uno ills capite ſummeq, | under one chief Head and Bi- 
£7 ſolo univerſali Epiſcopo Feſs| ſhop Chriſt Jeſus.Conſonant ro 
Chriflo. Art,30. Gallic: Con- | this the Dutch Churches: We 
feſfponts,  Credimus veram - ng (ſay they ) the true 
Ecclefiams debere regi, ac guber- \Church ought to be ruled with 
nari, ſpirituali illa polti4, quam |that ſpiritgal policy which 
nos Dew ipſe in verbo ſuoedocu- | God hath taught us in his 
it; ita ut fint inca Paitores ac , Word, to wit, that there be in 
Miniftri, qui pure & concionen- [ic Paſtors to preach the Word 
tur, Sacramtnta admjniftrent; | purely , Elders and Deacons 
fint quoq;, Sentores & Diaconi, | to conſtitute the Eccleſiaſtical 
qui EccleſieSenatum conſtituant, | Senate, that , 4 theſe means 
ut his weluti. medits wer Reli-| Religion may be preſerved, 
gio —_— Homineſq; vi- | aad Manners corrected, And 
tirs dediti ſpiritualiter corripi &  {o again, We believe where 
emendari poſſint. Tunc enim\ ever the Miniſters of God are 
rite & ordinate onnis fiunt in| placed, they AU have the ſame 
Eccleſia,cum vir fideles pil ad power and authority , as 
ejus gubernationem deligunt ur \ being all equally the Miniſters 
fuxta divi Pauli preſcriptum ,| of Chriſt. 

1 Tim. 3. Confeſ. Belgic, Art,30. Ceterim ubicunq; locorum ſunt 
verbi Dei Miniſtri, candem atq;, £qualem Omnes habent tum Po- 
tftatem tw Authoricatem, «t qui ſunt £4u? Omnes Chrift} uni- 
ct illins univerſal Epiſcepi & capitis Ecclefie Miniſtri. 


In which Harmony of theſe Confeſſions, ſee how both Caurches agree 
in theſe five points : 

Firſt, That there is in the Word of God,an exact form of government 
ſet down ; Dems iy werbo ſuo edecuit, 

Secondly, That this form of Government Chriſt eſtabliſhed intus 
Church ; Jeſus Chriſtus in Eccleſia ſancroit. 

Thirdly, That this form of Government 1s by Paftors,Elders,and Dea- 

cone. . 

Fourthly, Thar the true Church of ChriRt ought to be thus governed ; 
Veram Eccleſians debere regs. 

—_— Thar all crue Minifters of the Goſpel are of equal power and 
authority. 

For the reaſoft ke aſhgns, why thoſe Churches ſhould make this Opri- 
oN ; 


(53) 
on;we cannot enough admire that ſuch a paſſion ſhould fall from-his pen, 

a5 tO ſay, There is /itele difference berween their comin, and our Epiſcopacy, 

fave only im prrpetuity and lay-Elders ; for who knows not that berween . 
cheſe tio there 1s as valt a difference, as between the Duke of Venice, and 

. J, an abſolate Monarch. For, 1, The MoJetaret in Geveva 1s nor of a ſu- : $ 
perior order to his brerhren; Not 2. Hathan Ordination differing from 
then ; nor 3. Aſſumes power of ſole Ordination or Juriſdiction ; nor 
hach he 4. maintenance for tha office above his Brethren ; nor 5. a ne- 
g47ve voice in What is agreed by the reſt ; nor 6. any further power than - 
any of his Brechren.So chat the difference berween our Biſhops and their | 
Moderators is more than /:ttle: Bur if ic be o little as this Remonſtrant 
here pretends, then the alteration and abrogation of Epriſcopacy Will be wich 
che leſs d:fficslty, and occaſion the leſs difturbance. 


SE CT. XV. 


UT thete is another thing, wherein our Eprſcopacy differs from the S 
Geneva Moderatorſhip, beſides the perpetuity; and that is the excluſ7- 'Y; 
> | s on of the Lay-Presbytery,which (if we may believe this Remw9nſtrant) never | 
till rhis age had footing in the Chriſtian Church. 
Ini which aflertion, this Remwmnſt#ant concludes ſo fully , with Biſhop 
Halls irrefr agable Prepoſitions, and his other Book of Epyſcopaty by Dr- 
_ right , as if he had conſpired ro fwear to what the Biſhop had 
ſaid. 
Now, though we will not enter the Liſts with a man of that /earmmng 
and fame, that Biſhop Hall is, yet we dare tell this Renwonſtrant, that this « , 77,1 
his aſſertion hath no moretruth in it, cha the reſt that we have already no- 5, 17, 
ted. We will (to avoid profixity) noturge thoſe * three known Texts of 1 Cor.12. 
Scripture, produced by ſome for tleeſtabliſhing of Governing Eldets in = "AM 


nd ou : 
- 


- - » — 
{ot ons - 
_—_ # Bom. 


che Church, ot yee vindicated by the Adverſaries. * Unde & 
Nor will we utge that famous Text of * Ambroſe in 1 Tim. 5. Synagore, 
&> poſiea 


Ecclefie ſenioves habait quornm fine conTlio nibil ayedatur in Eccl efid. Quod qud ntgligentia ob- 
{otverit neſcio, niſt forte Bockorum defodil, aut magis ſuperbia, dumſol; wolunt aliqx;d videri, 
Origen Lib.z. Contra Celſum. 


Bur if chere were no Ley-Elders in the Churchill this preſent age,wve 

would be glad tn learn, who they were of whom Origen ſpeaks, when he (4 

rels us, it was the cultorn of Chriſtian Teichers,. firtt,,co examine ſuch as 
defired ro hear them, of whom. there were cs orders; the firſt were 

Catecumeni , or begianers ; the'other was of ſuch as were more perfect : 

| among whom &oi nrss r74y ul 101 aejs 71 010 muIey T5 Bies x4 The e030; 7 
| ar00w7e), &c, Nonrulli prepoſits ſunt qui 1n vitam Cf mores eorum qu ad- 

miuttw:tar inquiran », mt qui twrpra commuttant e05 COMM C 4 inter» 

dicant, qui vero ab iſtis abhorrent, ex anima complexty mehores guotidie red- 


E 


Fp.137. 
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dam : There are ſome ordained to enquire into the life and manners of 
luch as are admitced unto the Church, that they may baniſh ſuch from 
the publick Aſſembly, that perperrate ſcandalous a&ts ; which place tells 
us plainly : 

Firl, Tha there were ſome in rhe higher form of hearers (not Teach- 
ers) who were Cenſoresworum over the relt. 

 Secon\ly, Thar chey were deligned or conſtured ro this work, nley- 
Kyo, 

Thirdly, Thar they hid ſuch authoricy intruſted inco their hands, as 
that they n:1ghc incerdict ſuch as were icandalous from the publick Aſ- 
ſemblies, We would gladly knoiv, whe:her theſe were nor, as it were 
Lay-E laers, | 

Thar there were ſuch in the Church ( diſtinguiſhed from others that 
were called to reach ) appears. Axguſtine writing to his Charge, direfts 
his Epiſtie, Dulettiſſinus fratribus, Clero, Semoribus, & umverſe Plebi 
Eccleſie Hipponenſis : where firit ther is the general compellation, Fra- 
tribus, Brethren ;. Then there is a diltri>utzon of theſe Brechren tnto the 
Clergy, the Elders, and the whole people ; fo thar there were in thar 
Church, Elders diftinguiſhed both from the Clergy, and the reſt of che 
People. 

So again, Contra Creſconinm Gr ammaticum : Omnes vos Epiſcepi, Pres- 
byteri, Diaconi, & Semores ſents ; All you Biſhops, Elders, Deacons, and 


| Elders do know. What were thoſe rwo ſorts of Elders there m.entioned 


in one comma ? andibidem cap.56. Peregrinus Presbyter E' Semores Eccle- 
fie Muſt icant Regionis tale deſuderizum proſequuntur ; Where again we read 
of Elder and Elders, Presbyter and Sentors in one Church. 

Both theſe paſſages arc upon recordin the publick aQs,which are more 
fully ſer down by Baremus, Anno 303. Numb.15,16,17. As alſoby Al- 
baſpineas, m his Edition of Optatus : in which Acts rhe Sexrors are of- 
ren mentioned. In that famnus rehrion of the purging of Cecilianys and 
Fel;x, there is a Copy of a Letter ; Fratribus & filuus : Clero & Semoribus, 
Fratribus in Domino @ternam ſalutem : Another Letter is mentioned a 
liccle betore ; Clericis & Semoribus Carthenſium in Domino eternam ſalu- 
tem. Theſe Seniors were- interefled in affairs concerning the Church as 
being th: men, by whaſe advice they were managed. | 

The Letter of Purparins to Silvanus ſaith, Adþibere conclericos, & ſe- 
mores plebis, Eccleſiafticos viros, & inquirant que ſint iſt @ diſſextiones : ut 
ea que ſunt ſecundum fidei Precepta fiant. Where we ſeethe joynt power 
of thele Seniors with theClergy in ordering Eccleſiaſtical affairs ; char 
by their wiſdom and cafe peace might | be ſerlzd in the Church ; for 
which cauſe theſe Sexzors are called Eccleſiaſtical men ; and yet they are 
diſtinguiſhed from Clergy men. 

They are mentioned 2g1in afterwards by Marimus, ſayiug Loquor ne- 
mine SENIO RUM Popnli Chriſtiani. Greg. Mag. diftinguiſheth _ 
alſo 
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alſo from the Clergy : Tabellarium cum conſenſs SENIORUME&: 


Cleri memineris Ordinandum. 


Theſe Seniors had power to reprove offenders,otherwiſe why ſhonld Avg. 
Auguſtine ſay, Cum ob errorem aliquem a Sentoribus argunntur, & impu- Serm- 
rarur alicus cur ebr ins ſuerit, cur res alienas pervacerit, &c. when they were 19. de 
by the Elders reproved for their exrours, and drunkenneſſe is laid to a Verb. 
mans charge, 8&c.So that it was proper to the Seniors to have the cog- Dom. 


nizance of Dzlinquents, and to reprove them. 


The lame Anguſt ine in Pſalm 36. Neceſſe nos fuerat Primiant cauſam, Auguſt. 

Fc. Semorum literis ejuſdem E n— poſtul antibus audire. Being I-14 Pſal. 

quelied by Letters from the-Semjors of that Church,it was needful for me 38Conc, 
to hear the cauſe of Primian, &c. $. 


So again, Opratns, who mentioning a perſecution that did for a while 
ſcarter the Church,faith, Erant Eccleſia ex auro & argento quans plarima 
Ornamema, que nec defodere terre, nec ſecum portare poterat, quare fidelibus 
Sextoribus commendavit. Albaſpinexs,that learnedAntiquary on that place 
acknowledges, thatBeſide, the Clergy there were certain of the Elders of the 


- 


people en of approved life, that did tend the aff aires of the Church, of whom 
this place ts to be ood, 

By all theſe reftimonies ir is apparent: firſt that in the ancientChurch 
there were ſome called Sexzors.Secondly,that theſe Semors were notCler- 
gy men. Thirdly,that they had a ſtroake in governing theChurch,and ma- 
naging the affairs thereof, Fourthly , chat Semiors were diſtinguiſhed 


from the reſt of the people. 


Neither would we deſire to chuſe any other Judges in this whole controver ſie; PAg-32 


then whom himſelfe contticuced ; Forreign Divines, taking the Gene- 
ral Suffage and practice of rhe Churches, and nor of particular men. 

As for the learned Spanhemins whom he produceth , though we give 
him the deſerved honour of a worthy man-: yer we think it roo: much to 
ſpeak of him, as 1f the judgment of the whole Church of Geneva Were in- 
corporated into him, as this Remon(trant doth. And for Spanhemins 
himſelf, we may truly ſay, in the place cited, he delivered a complement, 
rarher then his jdgewzent, which 1n Dedicatory Epiſtles is not unuſual. 
We know that reverend Calvin and learnedBeza have ſaid as much upon 
occahion in their Epiltles, and yer the Chriſtian world knowes their 
Judgement was to the contrary. 


ba 


Lictke reaſon therefore hath this Remonſtrant, to declaim againlt all Pag.33. 


ſuch as ſpeak againſt this Government as unlawful, with the rerms of 39- 


norant and ſpiteful Seftaries, becauſe they call rhe Government unlawful: Pag.33. 


had rhey proceeded further to call ic Antichriltian , (which he charges 


upon them ) they had ſaid no more, then what our ears have herrd Do&. 


ſome of their principal Agents , their Legars a Latere ſperk publickly Deck. \ 


in their v:ftations: That howet'y the Church of England be as ſound 
and Orthodox m their Doftrine as any Church in the World, jet in our Diſci- 
H Pline 


.*. - - = 
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plins and Government we are the ſeme withtheChuweh of Reme , which a- 
mounts to as much as to ſay the Government 1s Amti i/hran , unleſie 
the, will ay-the Government of Kowe is not ſo, nor the Pope Anti- 
Criſt, 


SECT. XVI, 


| N\| Ow our Remonſtrant begins to leave his diſpure for. the Office, and 
flowes. inco the large praiſes of the Perſons, and what 1s wanting in 
Page 34 his Arguments for the Place., thinks ro make .up in his Emcomyaſtichs of 
the Perſons, that have poſleſt the= placeinthe Churehof God ; and rells 

us, LN1t the: Religious Biſhops. of all times are and(have been they that have 
ſtrongly upheld the truth of God agamſt- Satan and hus Amchriſt, It is well. 

he ſets this Crown qnly upon the heads of Religrave Beſhops, as. knowing 

, . that there are and have been ſome 1rreligions ones, that have 4s ſtrongly 
44825 ' upteld Setanand his Amichriſh againſt thetruth of God, But rhe Relrgrous- 
Cather ! Biſhops are they thas have all times. upheld rhe rrah.Þ What? they > and. 
thinkcbat 9#ly they ? did' never any uphold the truch , bura Rekgrows Biſbop:? did 
they neverany Religious Miſter or Profeſſor preach, or wroe, or dye, to up- 
_ hold the cruth,but a Kelzgcovs Biſhop? 1t ſo, then there is ſome perſwaſive 
Re. engthin that he ſaith ;and a credulous man might be induced rothink 
mem- Af Biſhops go down, truth will go down too: Bur if-we can produce for 08 
bring SB1hop many others that have been valliant for the rruthchis Rhecorical in- 
what fnuation Wil contribute nogreat help rocheir etabliſhment.Nor indeed 
Mains? any atall; unleſſe he wereable to make this good of owr-times,as well as 
Wor ro Of allothers, which he aſſaies ; for ſaich-he, Eve amongſt owr own,how. 
ſay to his many of the reverend and learned Fathers of the Church now truing , have 
friend ſpent their ſpirits and worng onttheir lives in the powerful oppoſition of that 
Swlp#11lS, man of fin ? many ? Sir,we would fain know how many - that there 
als (þj9'© ſome that have Rood up to bear witneſle againſt that Man of ſin, we 
nw pi/ co. acknowledg with all due reſpe&,to the Learning and worth of their Per- 
pat« eamſons; Bur thattheir Epiſcopal dignity hath added eicher any flaw to their 
virtuumn zeal, or any Nerves to their ability, We cannot believe, nor can we'think 
fropetiic they would have done lefſe in that cauſe , though they had been no Bt- 

- (hops. | 

57 *—y Bur what if this be true of ſome Biſhops in the Kingdom, 1s it true of 
buiſſe me. all2are there nor ſome that have ſpent their ſpirits 1n theeppyſition ofChrſs 
winiſſet. as o-hers have in the oppoſition of anrichrit: and are thoſe none buc 
Su!psWs Zealous, Religions Prelates in the kingdom ? are there none upon whons the 
5% wag guilt of that may mer itoriouſly be charged which others have convincingly and 
Par, 35, meritoriouſly oppoſed? And are there not ſone Biſhops in the King- 
dom,thar are ſofar from oppoſing the Mar of /in, that even this Rewor- 

rant is in danger of ſuffering under the name of Purizas for daring » 

Ca 
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call himby char narne ? we doubt not but this Reyworſtrent knowes there 
are. 

Bu: if he will againſt the light of his own Conſcience, bear up a mown er-048: 35 
rour ont of privaze reſpetts, ( we will nut ſay theſe s ) but bis own Conſcs- 
ence, ſhall one day be an evidence againft him before the dreadful Tribunal of 
the Almighty. 

Bur there 1s yer aſecond thing thar ſhould endear Epiſcopacy, and that 
5 the carefull, peaceable, painful, conſcionable managing of their Charges ; pag. 3 5. 
ro the great glory of God, and the comfort of his faithful people. Which (in 
not ſeeming to urge) he urgeth to the full and beyond. This care, conſci- 
ence, pains of our Biſhops is exerciſed and evidenced, either in their 
preaching, or in theirruling ; for their preaching, it is true, ſo:ne few there 
are that Labour in the Word and Deftrine ; whole perſons in that reſpe& we 
Honowr : but the moſt are fo far from preaching, that chey rather diſ- 
countenance , diſcourage,oppoſe, blaſphzme preachivg. 

' It was a Non-preaching Biſhop, that ſaid of a Preaching Biſhop he was a 
preaching Cox-comb. As for the diſcharge of their office of ruling , their 
entrulting their Chancelloys, and other officers with thicir viſirations , and 
Cours ( as ordinarily they do, whillt themſelves attend the Court) doth 
abundantly witneſle their care init. The many and loud cries of the in- 
colerable oppreſſions and tyrames of their Court-proceeding ; wicneſle 
their peaceableneſſe their unjuli fees, and exaCtions, commura. ions ; Witneſle 
their conſcionableneſſe in managing their charges, to the great glory of God, 
and the comfort of his faithful people. : 

And henceic is that ſo many ac this day hear ill (how deſervedly, ſaith pa- 36. 
this Remonſtramr, God knoives 3 ) and do not your Hon6urs know,and 
doth no: this Remonſiram know? and dorh not allthe Nation ( that will 
know any thing) know how deſervedy Soxz, nay, Moſt, nay, All the 
Biſhops of the Nation hear ill, were it but onely for the late Canons, and 
Oath ? But why ſhould the fantts of ſomre,d Fuſe the blame to all ? Why ? by p 
yout own argament, thit would extend the deſerts of ſome to the patronage Þ8" 30. 
of All ; andifiche a fawle in the impetus and wndiſtininilbing Valgar , (* 
to imvolve all, as to make innocency it ſelf a fin; whats itina Min ablers 
diſtinguiſh, by the ſame implication, to ſhroivd in #nder Immcency , the 
fin of many under the /nmocency of a few ? 

Buc have our Biſhops 1ngdeed been fo careful, painful, conſcionable, in 40.27 
managing their Charges ? hovy is it then rhar there ire ſuch manifotd ſcar- © 
dals of the wferiour C lergy preſented tn your Hozours view, which he can- 
not mention withem able:ding heart ; and could yer find'in his heort(1t hs 
knew how ) to excuſe them?2and though he confeſſe rgem to be the [Fame 
and miſery of the Charch, yet is he not athinet co pled their cauſe at 
your Honours BARRE, Ozuphrius ike, thit was the Advocate of every 
bad cauſe ; and to excire you by Co:ſkantines excrmnple (ina afferent cauie 
4'edped) if nor to ſuffer thoſe crines, which himſelt calls nateſul, ro pais 
H 2 u puniited 
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unpuniſhed, yer not te bring them to that open avd publick, pumfhmen 
they have deſerved, 

Bur Whar, if pious Conſtantine ( in his tender care to prevent the Diviſi. 


. ons, that th2 emulation of the Biſhops of that age, enraged with a ſpirit 
..of envy and faRion, were kindling inthe Church, lelt by that means the 


Chriſtian Faich ſhould be dericed among che Heathans ) did ſupprelle 
their Mu: ual accuſations,many of which might be bur upon ſurmiſes ; and 
not ina Conurt of Juſtice, butin an Eccleſiaſtical Synod ; thall this be urged 


| before the highelt Court of Judgement upon earth , to the Patronizing of 


Notorious ſcandals and hateful enormuties, that are already proved by evi- 
cence of clear witneſle ? 

But oh forbid to tell it in Gath, &c. What, thefin? alaſs ? that is done 
already ; Do we-not know, the Drunkenneſfle, Profaneneſle, —, 
A ee) of the Engliſh Clergy rings at Rome already? yes undoubtedly; 
and there is no way to vindicace the Honour of our Nation , Mimftry, 


, Parliaments, Severeign, Religion, God ; but by cauſing the puniſhment to 


ring as far as the fin hath done; that our adverſaries thar have triumphed 


'1n cheir fin, may be confounded at their puniſhment. Do not your Ho- 
.uoxrs know, that the plaſtring or palliating of theſe rotten members, will 


be a greater diſhonour to the Nation and Church,then their cutting off; 
and that the perſonal a&s of theſe Sons of Belial, being connived at, be- 
come National fins? 

Bur for this one fat of Conſtantine, we humbly crave your Honowrs leave 
co preſent to your wiſdom three Texts of Scripture, Ezck. 44+ 12, 13.Be- 
cauſe they miniftred unto thems before their Idols and cauſed the houſe of 1|- 
rael to fall ito iniquity therefore have T lift ” my hand unto them, ſaith the 
Lord, and they ſhall bear their iniquity. Ana they ſhall not come near unto me, 
to do the Office of a Prieſt unto me, nor to come near to any of mine holy things 
1n the moſt holy place, &c. 

Theſecond 1s, Jerem. 48. 10. Curſed be he that doth the work of the Lord 
xegligently : and the third is, Judges, 6. 31. He that will plead for Baal, 
let him be put to death whilſt it is yet morning. We have no more toſay in 
this; whether ir be beſt co walk afrer the Precedent of Man, or the pre- 

ſcript of God,your Honours can ealily judge. 


SECT XVII. 


prefaceto B UT fay, ſaith this Remonſtrant ; and indeed he might well have ſtay- 


ed and ſpared the labour of his enſuing diſcourſe,abour the Church of 


jENGLAN D, the Prelatical and the Antiprelatical Church : bur theſe 
tothe trye Epiſcopal Men deal as the Papiſts that dazel the eyes and aſtoniſh the 
Church, fenſes of poor people, with the glorious nameof the Church, the Charch ; 
Solis, The holy Mother the Charch, This is the Gorgons head, as DoRtor * hue 


ſaith 
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ſaith, that hath inchanted chem, and held them in bondage to their Er- 
rours , All their ſpeech is of the Church, the Church ; no mention of the 
Scriptures, of God the Father ; 'but all of the Mother the Church. Much 
like as they wrice of certain /rhyopransthar by reaſon they uſe no marri- 
age, bur promiſcuouſly company together , the Children only follow che 


Mother, the Father and his name is 1n no requeſt,but the Mother hath all 


the reputation. So it is with the Author of this Remonſtrance, he ſtiles him- 
ſelf, A Dutiful Son of the Church- And it: hath been a Cuſtome of late 
times to cry up. the holy Mother the Church of 'England, to call for abſo- 
lute obedience-to holy Church;full conformity to the orders of holy Church; 
NegleCting in the mean time Gedthe Father, and the holy Scriptures. 

Bur if we ſhould now demand of chem; what they mean by the Charch 
of England ? this Author ſeems tobe Thunder-ſtricken at this Queltion; 
and calls the very Queſtion, a New Divinity ; Where he deals like ſuch as pare 39s 
holding great revenues by unjuſt titles , will nor ſuffer their Ticles to be 
called in Queſtion. 

For it is apparent, Ac [5 ſolaribus r adirs deſcriptum eſſet ( to uſe Tertul- 
Liaxs phraſe) thatthe word Churchis an Equivocal word, and hath as ma- 
ny ſeveral acceptions as letters ; and that Dolus latet 17 wniverſalibns ; And 
that by the Church of Exgland; firſt by ſome of theſe men is meant only 
the B:ſhops ; or rather the two Archbiſhops ; or more properly the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury ; Jult as the Jeſmred Papiſts reſolve the Church and 
all the glorious Titles of it into the Pope; ſo do theſe into the Archbiſhop, 
or at fulleſt, they underſtand ir of the Biſhops and their party met 1n Conve- 
cation ; as the more ingenious Papiſts make the Pope and his Cardinals to 
be their Church: © thus excluding all the Chriſtian people and Prevbyters 
of the Kingdoms. as not worthy to be reckoned in the number 4 the 
Church. | 

And which 1s more ſtrange, this Author in his Simplicity (as he truly 
ſaith) never heard, nor thought of any more Churches of England then one ; 
and what then ſhall become of his Dioceſan Charches, and Dioceſan Bik- 
ops? And what ſhall we think of England, when it was an Heptarchy ? 
had it not then ſeven Churches, when ſeven Kings ? or if the Bounds of 4 
Kmgdom muſt conſtitute the Limits aud Bounds of a Church, why are not 
England, Scotland, and Ireland , all ove Church ? when they are happily 
uniced under one gratious Monarch,into one Kingdom? We read in Scrip- 
twe of the Churches of Judea, and rhe Churches of G alaria : and why nor 
the Churches of England? not that we deny the Conſociation Or Combiuati- 
en of Churches into a Provincial or National Synod for the right ordering 
of them. Bur chat there ſhould be no Charch in Eng.but a National Church: 
this is that which 1s Author in his ſimplicity afficmes, of which the very 
rehearſall is a refutation . 


SECT, 


Tertwl! , he took at Luthers 
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Here are yet two _ with which this Rexwpnſtraxce ſhuts up it ſelf, 
Tos mult not be paſt wichout our Obelisks, 

Firſt, he ſcoffes at the Axciprelaticall Church, and the Amtiprelaticall 
Diviſions ; for our parts, we acknowledg no Amiprelatical Charch. 
Bur there are a company of men in theK ingdows, of no mean Ranch, or qua- 
lity, for Piney , Nobulity, Learning, that ftand up to bear witneſle againit 
rhe Hierarchy ( as now ic (tands: )their uſurpation over Gods Church and 
Miniſers,their cruel ufing of Gods people by their tyranical government, 
this we acknowle.'g: and if he call theſe the Amiprelatical Church,we 
doubc not bur that your Honours will conſider, that there are wap thou- 
ſands in this Kingdom, and thoſe pious and worthy perſons, that thus do, 
and upon moſt juit cauſe. 

It was a ſpeech of Eraſmus of Luther , Ut quiſque vir eſt optimns, Ita 
whims Scriptis minime fans : Thebercer any man was, the lefle offence 

ritings : bat we may ſay rhe contrary of the Prelats, 


adverſus tt quiſque vir oft optumus , ita ullorum fattis mags offends ; The better 


Gert. 


any man is,the more he 1s offended at their dealings. And all that can be 
objected againſt this parry, will be like that in Terrulliav. Bom vir Ca- 
jus Sejus, ſed malus tantum, quia Antiprelaticus, But he upbraids us with 
our Drviſcons & Subdriſionsi0 do the Papilts upbraid theProteſtanrs w ith 
their Luther aniſme, Calvm:ſmeand Zumghianſme. And this is that the 
Heathens objected to the Chritians, their fractures were ſo many, they 
knew not which Religion to chuſe if they ſhould rucn Chriſtians : And 
can it be expeRed thac the Church in any ge ſhould be free from Diviſi- 
ons, when che times of the Apoliles were nor tree? and the Apoſile rells 
us, Ir muſt needs be that there be druifions : in Greg. Naz. daies there were 
600, Errours in the Church ; do theſe any way derognte from che truth 
and worth of Chriſtian Religion? 

Bur asfor the Diviſions of the Antiprelaticall party, ſo odiouſly exage- 
rated by this Remonſirant: Ler us aſſure your Honours, rhey have been 
much fomented by the Prelates, whoſe pradtice have been according to 
that rule of Machiavil : Drvide & impera, and they have made theſe di- 
viſions, and afterwards complain'd of chat which cheir Tyranny and Poli- 
cy hath made. Ir is no wonder, conſidering the paths our Prelares have 
crod,that there are divifons in the Nation. The wonder is our divifons 
are no more, no greater ; and we doubt not bur if they were of thar gra- 
cious Spire , aw. ſo intirely affeQed ro the peace of the Church, as Greg, 
Naz. was, they would ſay az he did in the tumults of the people, Mitte 
mos in mare, &* nonerit tempeſtas ; rather then they would hinder thar 
ſweet Concordance , and conſpiration of rind unty a Government _ 

Yall 
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M1ll be every way agreeable to the rule of Gods Word , and profitable 
fo: the edification of the Church. 

A ſecond thing we cannor bur rake norice of, is the pains this Anchor 
takes to advance his Prelatical Church : and forgetting what he harh ſaid Par. 2' 
in rhe beginning: That this party was ſo memerome, it could not be ſum- EO 
med ; rells us now, theſe ſeveral thouſands are punttually calculated, But 
we doubr not but your Honours wilt conſider rhat chere may be mult page 41s 
_— & paxcs wits 3 and there are more againſt them then for 
rhem. 

And whereas they pretend, that they differ from us only in a Cere- 
mony or an Organ-pipe , (which however is no contemprtible difference) 
yer it Will appear that our differences are in poinr of a ſuperiour allay. 

Though this Remonſtranr braves ir ir his'mulripliet Queries. hat areÞ48e 4% 
the bounds of this Church ? what the diſkin{tion of che profeſſors and Religi- 

on? What grounds of Faith ?' what ney Creed do they hold' differenc 

from their Neighbours * whar Scriptures 7 whar Baptiſm ? what means 

of Salvation orterthen thereſt ? yer if hepleaſed he might have filenced 

his own Quertes- but if he will necdspur us to'the anſwer, we wil reſolve 

chem one by one. 

Firlt, if he ask whar are che bounds of rhis Church? we anſwer him our 
of the fixr of their late founded Cannons: where we find the limits of this 
Prelatical'Church extends as far as'from the high and lofty Promoncory 
of Archbiſhops, to the” Terra meogyinx of an, &c. 15 

If what Di#tinftion of profeſſors and Religion ; we anſver, their worſhip- 
ping rowardsthe Eaft, and bowing cowards the Altar, proficating them- 
ſelves in their approaches inro Churches; placing” all Religion in outward 
formalities, are Viſible differences of theſe profeſſors and' their Reli- 

on. 

If what new Creed chey have; or what. grounds of faith differing from 
thetr NetghHours ? weanſwer, coiſcopacy by divine right is the firſt Ar- 
ticle of thzir Creed; Abſolute and blind obedietice to all the Command- of 
ments of the Church, (rhar is,the Biſhop and his Emiſaries) eleQion up- | 
on faith foreſeen, the influence of works into Jw#F:fication, falling fron Y 
orace, &c. 

- If what Scripture ? we anſwer, the Apochrypha, and unwritten Tra- 
- ditions. | 

If what Baptiſm? 2 Bapriſtn of abſolute Neceſſity unto ſalvation ; and 
yet unſufficient unto ſatvation ; as nor ſealing gtaceto the taking away of 
lin afrer Baptiſm, | 

If what Euchariſt? an Fuchatiſt that muſt beadimiinifired-upon aft Altar 
or 2 Table. ſer Altar-wiſe, rated in, ar Fatharift, in which there is ſuch a 
preſence of Chritt ( though Nodum nmeſtiune ) as makes the place of 1t6 
Adminiſtration the throxe of God, the place of the Reſidence of the Al- 

wizhty; and impreſſeth ſuch aholineſſeupotic as makes 1t not only capa- 
ble, bur worthy of adozaticn, 
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If what Chrift ? a Chrift who hath given the ſame power of abſolution 
ro a Prielt that himſelf hath, 

If what Heaven? a Heaven that hath a broad way leading thither,and is | 
receptive of Drunkards,Swearers, and Adulterers,&c.ſuch a heaven as we 
may ſay of it, as the Judiars ſaid of the heaven of the Spapiards:Unto that 
heaven which ſome of the prelatical Chwch living, and dying in their a Þ 
ſcandalows fins, and hateful Enormities go to, ler our Souts - never en-., 


ter, | | | 
If what means of Salvation ? we anſwer, confeſſion of fins toa Prielt, as 
the moſt abſolute , undoubrted, neceſſary, infallible means of Salvation. | 
P27. 41+ Farbeir fromus to ſay with this Remonſtrant, We dofully agree in all 
theſe,and all other Doctrinal, and PraCtical paints of Religiqn,and preach 
one and the ſame ſaving truths, Nay , we mult rather {ay as that holy 
Martyr did , we thank, God we are none of you. 
| Nordowe becauſe of this difſenſion, fear the cenſure of uncharicable- G 
neſſe from any bur uncharicable men. Bur it is no unuſual thing with the 
Prelates and their party, to charge ſuch as protelt againſt their corrupr 
opinions and waies, with uncharitablenefle and Schiſm, as the Papiſts .do 
the Proteſtants : and as the Proteſtants do juſtly recriminace , charge 
that Schiſm upon the Papiſts, which they objec to us:So may we upon the N 
Prelates : And if Aſtin may be judge,the Prelates are more Schiſmaticks 
then we. Dwmicungue ( ſaith he) wwvident bonis, mt quernnt occaſiones ex- 
cludend; eos, aut degradand;, vel crimina ſua fic defendere parati ſunt.( fs obje- 
fla vel prodita fuerimt ) ut etiam comventiculorum congregationes vel Eccleſie 
perturbationes cogttent excitare, jam ſchiſmatici ſunt; Whoſoever envy thoſe 
that are good, and ſeek occaſions to exclude and degrade them,and are ſo 
ready ro defend their faults, thar rather then chey will leave them , they 
will deviſe how to raiſe up troubles in the Church and d:ive men into 
conventicles and corners, they are the Schiſmaricks. - 
And that all the world may take notice what juſt cauſe we have tocom- 
plain of Epiſcopacy, as now it ſtands, we humbly crave leave to propound 


theſe Queries. 
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Queries about Epiſcopacy. 


WW Hether it be tolerable in a Chriſtian Charch, that Lord Biſhops + 
ſhould be held to be Jure Divino ; And yet theLords day by ſome 
men to be but Twure Humane ? And that the ſame perſon ſhould: cry up 
Altars inſtead of ConmmanonT ables, and Prieſts inſtead of Minfters, 
and yer not Jwdajze, when they, will nor ſuffer the Lords day to be called 
che Sabbath-day, for fear of F#daizing ? Whereas the word Sabbath is 
a general word , ſignifying 4 day of reſt , which is common as well to the 
Chriſtian Sabbath , as ro the Jewiſh Sabbath,and was alſo uſed by the An- 
CIents, Ruſſinus 11 Pſal, 47. Origen. Hom. 23. in Num. Gregory —_— 
ether 
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_ Whether that aſſertion, No Biſhop, No King ; and no Ceremony,no 
| L ey Secs | ——_ to the Kingly Authority ? For it ſeems 
to 1umply, onat the c1vill power depends upon the ſpiritual, and i - 
re] by Ceremonies and Kiſhope. POOR Y ETSY 
Whercher ſeeing ir hath been proved, that Biſhops ( as they are now aſ- 
ſerred) area meer humane Ordinance, ir may not by ihe ſame authority 
be abrogated by which it was firſt eſtabliſhed : eſpecially , conſidering 
the long experience of the hurt they have done ro Church and State ? 
Whether the advancing of Epiſcopacie into Jus Divinum , doth not 
make it a thing ſimply unlawful co ſubmir to thar Government ? Becauſe 
chat many conſciemious men that have hitherco conformed to Ceremo- 
nies and Epifcopacy, have done is upon this ground , as ſuppoſing thar 
Auchorisy. did not makethem matters of worſhip , bur of order and De- 
cencle, .&c.\ And thus they ſarisfie their conſciences in anſwering thoſe 
Texts, Coloſ, 2.20,21,22, Mat. 15, 9. But nowfince Epiſcopacy comes 
tobe challenged as a Divine Ordinance, hoiv ſhall we be reſponlible co 
thoſe Texts ? And is it noc aSitis now aſſerted ,, become an Idol, and 
like the Brazes Serpent to be ground topowder ? 
Whether chere be any.difference in-che point of Epiſcopacy berween Ju 
- Divinumand Jus Apeſtolicums ? Becauſe we find ſome claiming their 
ſanding by Fs divimens; others by Tus Apoſtolicum. Bur we conceive that 
Jus Apoſtolicnms properly taken, is all one with Jus Divinum. For Jus A- 
poſtolicum 1s ſuch a = Which is founded upon the As and Epiſtles of rhe 
Apoltles,written by them ſo as tobe a perpetual Rule for the ſucceeding 
Admuniſtration of the Church,as this Amther ſaich, Pag. 20. And this Jus 
1s Ju Drvinumas well as Apoſtolicues.But if by Jus Apoſtolicum they mean 
1 mproperly ( as ſome do ) ſuchchings which are not recorded in the wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles, but introduced,the Apofles being living, they cannor 
be rightly ſaid cobe Jure ApoPolics, nor ſuch things which che Apoſtles did 
intend the Churches ſhould be bound unto. Neither is Epyſcopacy as it 


1mports a ſuperioricy of power over a Presbyter, no not in this tenſe Jure - 


ApeFtolico, as hath been already proved, and might further be manifeited 
by divers Teſtimenies, if need c1d require. We will only inſtancein Caſ- 
ſander a man famous for his imm3derate . moderation in controverted 
Points of Religion, whoin his Conſultats Article: 14. .hath this ſaying, 
An Epiſcopatus inter ordines Eccleſiaſtices ponendus ſit, inter Theologos && 
Canonſtas non convent ; Comvenit autens inter ones, Apoſtolorum ecate in- 
ter Pretbyterums &* Epiſcopum nullum diſcrimen fuiſſe, &c. 

Whether the diltinCtion of Beza, between Epiſcopus Divinns, Humanus 
& Diabolicu,be not worthy. your honours conhideration ? By the Divine 
Biſkop, he means the Biſhop.as he is taken-in Scripture, which is one and 
rhe ſame with the Presbyter : By the humane Biſhop he means the Byſbop 
choſen by the Presbyters to be Preſident over them,and ro rule with them 


by fixed Laws and Canons, By the Diabolical Biſhop, he means a Zion 
Lt Wh ., 


Be 
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With ſole power of Ordinaion and Juriſdition , Locding it over Gods 
heritage, and governing by lis own will and authority. Which pursus in 
mind of the Painter rhat Limned two pictures totheſame proportion and 
figure ; The one he reſerved in ſecret, the other he expoſed to common 
view, And as the phanfie' of benolgers led chem co cenſure any line er 
proportion , as no: done to.the life, he mends it after direQtion: If any 
fault be found with the eyes hand, foer,&c. He corrects ir, till ar laſt the 
addition of every mans fanfie had defaced the firſt figure , and made thar 
which wasthe Pi&ture of a man , ſwell into a monlter : Then bringing 


Hue po- forth this,and his other Pitire which he had reſerved, he preſented both 
- 4 [* to the People: And rhey abhorring the former,and applauding the latter, 


he cryed, Hanc popmiys fecit : This deformed one the people made - This 
_—_ one I made. As the Painter of his painting, fo (in Beza's ſenſe)ir 
_ e ſaid of Biſhops, God at firſt inflicuted Biſhops, ſuch as are all one 
with Presbyrers, ; and ſuch are amiable, honourable in all che Churches of 
God: Bur when men would be adding to Gods inftitution,whart-power, 
preheminence, Juriſi@ion,Lordlineffe thar phantie ſuggeſted unto them, 
this divine Biſhop loſt his Original beauty, and becageto: be Humam:; 
And in concluſion (by theſe and orher addicions ſwelling into a Pope ) 
Diabolicus. . 
Whether the Ancient Fathers, when they call Perer, Mark, Tames T;- 
mothy, and Titus Biſhops , did nor ſpeak according to the: Language of 
the rintes wherein they lived, rather then according to the true acceprati- 
on of the word Biſhop ? and whether ir be not crue which 1s here ſaid in 
this Book , that they are called Biſhops of Alexandria, Epheſms , Jernſa- 
lem, &c. in a very impropet ſenſe, becauſe they abode ar thofeplaces a 
longerrime, then at other places ? For ſure is, 1f Chriſt made Peter and 
James Apoſtles, (which are Biſhops over the whole world(and the Apo- 
ftles made Mark, Timothy and Tir Evangeliſts,8c. ic ſeems to us that it 
would have been a great fin in them to limit themſelves roone particular 
Diocels , and to leavethat calling in which Chriſt had placed them. 
Whether Presbyrers in Scripture are called wporysur0: & Tpordpueyor, 
&thar it is an office, required at their hands, to rule and to govern, as hath 
been proved in this book: the Biſhops can without fin arrogare the exer- 
ciſe of this power to themſelvesalone, and why they may not with the 
ſame lawfulnefſe impropriate ro themſelves alone, the Key of Do&ring 
(Which yet notwithſtanding all would condemn)as well as the Key of di- 
ſcipline,ſeeing that the whole power of the Keys 1s given to Presbyrers in 
Scripture as well as to Biſhops ; as appears Mar. 16. 19. where the power 
of the Keys is promiſed to Peter, in the name of che cett of rhe Apolllzs, 
and their ſucceſſors ; and given to all the Apoftles, and their ſucceſſors , 
Mia. 18, 19. John20. 23. And that Presbyters ſucceed the. Apoliles , 
appears not only, Mat. 28.20, but alſo Afs 20,28, where the Apoſtle 
e 


ready to leave the Church of Epheſus, commends the care of ruling and 
feeding 
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feeding rt to the Elders of the Church. To this [renexs witneſſeth, 1b 4. 
cap« 43, 44+ This Biſhop Jewel againit Harding, Artic. 4. Sei. 5, 6. faith 
Lat all Paſtors have equal power of binding and looſing with } Wand ; 
Wherher ſince char Bubops aſſume to themſelves power temporal (ro 5g 
be Barons, and to fit in Parliament, as Judges,andin Court of S:ar-Cham- © 
ber, High Commillion, and other Courts of Juſtice) and alſo power {pirt- 
tu: ove: Miruſters and People, to ordain,(ilence, ſuſpend,deprive,excom- 
municate, &C. ther ſpiritual power be nor as dangerous (though both be 
dangerous) and as much tobe oppoſed as their temporal ? x. Becauſe the 
ſpiritual 15 over our conſciences, the temporal but over our purſes. 2, Bz- 
cauſe the ſpiritual have more influence into Gods Ordinances to defile 
chem, chen the temporal. 3. Becauſe ſpicitual judgements and evils are 
greater then other. 4. Becauſe the Pope was Ancichrift , before he did 
affume any remporal power. 5. Becauſe the ſpiritual is more inward and 
lefle diſcerned: and therefore izconcernsall choſe that have Spiritual eyes, | 
and deſire to worihip:God infpirit and” truth, ro conſider and indeavour xy;qpaui- 
to-abragare their ſpiricual uſurparions as well as their temporal. 145 ſairh, 
10, Wherher Aeris be juftly branded by Epiphaniusand. Auſtin for abe did 
Herevck ( as ſome reporr ) for affirming Biſhops and Presbyters to be of £97" 
an equal power ? 'pſ _ a. 
We ſay, as ſome reporr,for the truth is,he is charged with herefie meer- __ 
ly and only becauſe hewas.an zr;@v. As for his opinion of the parity /uperare. 
of a Presbyrer with a Biſhop; this indeed ts called by 4uſtiz , propriums Avuſtin 
dogma Aeri;, the proper opinion of Aerizs. And by Epiphanixe it is ſaith in 
called dogma furioſuns & ſtolidums, a mad and foolith opinion , bur not an —_ 
herelie neither by rae one nor the other. Burler us ſuppoſe ( as is com- ſy ty ſum 
monly thought, that he was accounted an Heretick for this opinion : yer Epiph.ac- 
notwithſtanding, that this was but rhe private opinion of Epphanins, and <uledbim 
borrowed our of him by Aftin,and an opinion no: tobe aliowed,appears, 2*=2%* 
Firſt, becauſe the ſame Aurhors condemn Aeris, as much for repre-\) ”_ 
hending and cenſuring the mentioning of the dead in thz publick pray- perſlitum 
ers, and the performing of good works for the benehit of rhe dead. And preces did 
alſo for the reprehending /tara jejwnia , and the keeping of the week be- nor op%+, 
fore Eafter as a ſolemn Fait ; which if worthy of con.le:nnation , would #77! © 
bring 11 molt of the reformed Churches into rhe cenlure of Hereſy. = _ 
Secondly, becauſe not only Saint Hieromz, but Auſtin himſelf, Sedalins, (c:ſſerint. 
Primaſins, (bryſoſtom, Theodoret, Occumentus, Theoptulatt , were of the and Aur 
ſame opinion with Aerms ( as Michael Medina obſerves in the Councel fin ater. 
of Trext, an4hath wruten, Lib. I. de ſacr, hems. srigine) and yet none of {el "en 
theſe deſerving the name of fools, much lefle ro be branded for Here: ics. wry 
Thirdly,hecauſe no Councel did ever condemn this for Hereſy, but on 104 lice: 
tie contrary, Conſfilium Aqniſerancuſ. ſub Ludovico Pio Imp. T1. annoST6,0'w0, v 
hh approved it for true Diviniry out of the Scriprure, that Biſhops and '** 0 
, Mts 


Presbyrers are equal,bringing the ſame text that Aer;us doth , and which | 
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by er G OY 
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gy bor ag from the Diſcipline of Chr:ft, as we 1. 28. 9; and divers 
19. hatbſ\verving from 2.4. And alſo, Revel. 18. 7. ; 
melee (ir ſeemsby that Text, 2 Theſ. 2.4 noſe char defire the purity 
wang, how And if fo, then ic much concerns 7 ; ns of the Church of Eng- 
Atria Church, to conſider, how neer the _ indeavour to keep out 
Epipban, Of the "_ n Amnichriſt ; leaſt while they 1 11d ſuffer bic 
& Aucu-land borders upon 4 by the door of Doftrine, they (ho s 
Greets Zoicbrift from New ox 4 Joor of Diſcipline, eſpecially conſidering, w h 
— _— i rc chat by their own confefſion che Diſcipline of the 
& pretey 5 here fai hes tal is the ſame wich the Church of _ acher then Dury, 
eos anti C1 _ —_ 44 Epriſcopacy be nor made a -prowhn—g1 y— whether, if the 
FULL pauci, . Tt reVEnues OI © . ; d cline 
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bien —_—_ of their revenues Were taken or Nan her to their places, 
—— the great ourchen endl charge rye hid hamletves, chat they _ 
equare ſa he ancient B; 10, Yai hen- they wou 
bereti-" as Much as t dy ﬀ their ears, rather t : 
; and cut © chat ſpeak a- 
Cu rnde Hips: nies now Bip exec ears of hole hip 
_ cSainſ — aſs that inEnglerd there is CI 
go" Hi- £3. How it Arnie fo , and Prophaneſſe , ———_ proceed from 
— v7 ie Doth not the roor of 0 joon hold correſpondencie 
rs emni- Bhs and wone f — = Seb Courts and Canons, _— 
o feaſt - uphold their greatneſs, : t to be feared, thar 
tle 7 pane with Rowe ? And whether it beno ? 
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tes eſſe > . tefe(ltKinedoms in Emrope , 
bo 1 . Why ſhould Englerd thatis one of Prue d a Diſcipline differenc 
Sozomon. 14 s from Amichriſt, Mautan an d in the like Separation ? 
b:/t.lih, 6, that ſeparate eformed { hurches , which ſtan og laſt brine us to 
69p.10, from all other refor nuance of this Diſcipline will not w- A Bhs. 
And whether th rs mas fron which we are ſeparated, anc wr > P 
Goneather bens Churches, unto which we _—_—— MW K 
ne berker i be fir that the name Byſhop, which in Scrip 
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(67) 
vppoſers ; to wir, the antiquity of Zp;ſcopacy, that ir hath continued in 
the Church of Chrilt for 1 500. years, 8c. which argument is cited by this 
Remonſtrant ad nauſeam nſque & nſque. Now it is evident that this argu- 
mentis a Paralogiſm, depending upon the Equivocation of the name Bi- 
ſhop. For Biſhops in the Apoſtles time were the ſame with the Presbyters in 
name and Office, and ſo for a good while after. And when afterwards 
they came to be diſtinguiſhed, the Byſhops of che Primitive times differed 
as much from ours now, as Rome ancient from Rowe at this day, as hach 
been ſufficiently declared in this book. Andrhe beſt way to confure this 
argument is by bringing in a Community of the name Byſhop to a Presby- 
rer as well as to a Biſhop. 

Secondy,becauſe we find that the late Innovators, which have ſo much 
diſturbed the peace and purity of our Church, did firſt begin with the al- 
ceration of words ; and by changing the word Table into the word Altar, 
and the word Minifter into the word Prizft, and the word Sacrament into 
the word Sacrifice , have indeavoured to bring in the Popsſh Haſſe. And 
the Apoſtle exhorts us, 2 Tim.l.13, Ti bel faſt the form of ſound words: 
and 1 Tim, 6.30. To avoid the prophane novelties of words. Wpon 
which rext we will only mention what che Rhemiſts have commented, 
which we conceive to be worchy conſideration ; Nan inſtruunt nos non ſo- 
luns docentes, ſed etiam errantes. The Church of God hath alwaies been 
as diligent to refilt novelties of words,as her adverſaries are bulic toinvenct 
chem, for which cauſe ſhe will not have us communicate with them , nor 
follow cheir faſhions and phraſes newly invented, rhough in the nature 
of the words ſometimes there be no- harm. Ler us keep our forefathers 
words, and we ſhall eafily keep our old and crue faich, that we had of the 
firſt Chriſtizns ; ler them ſay, Ammdment, Abſtinence, the Lords Supper, 
the Communion-Table , Elders, Miniſters, Super-1ntendent , Congregation, 
So be it, Praiſe ye the Lord, Morning Prayer, Evening prayer , and the reſt 
as they will ; Let us avoid thoſe novelries of wordsaccording to the Ape- 

ſeles preſcript,and keep the old terms, Pexance, Faſt, Prieſt, Church,Biſhop , 
Maſſe, Mattin, Even-ſong, the B. Sacrament, Altar, Oblation, Hoſt, Sacy:- 
fice, Hallelujah, Amen ; Lent, Palm-Sunday, Chriſtmas, and the words 
wi!l bring us to the faich of our firfl Apoſtles, and condemn theſe new A- 
p:ftates, new faith and phraſe. 


Whether having: proved that God never {et ſuch a government in his 


Church as our Epiſcopal Government is, we may lawtully any longer be £x#.16 


ſubje& unto it, be preſent ar their Courts, obey their [njunft;ons, and c- 
ſpecially be inſtruments in publiſhing, and executing thett Excommunica- 
tions and Abſolutions ? 

And thus we have given( as we hope) a ſufficient anſwer,apd as brief 
as the matcer wou'd permit, ro the Remonſtram : With whom, though we 
agree not 1n opinion touching Epiſcepacie and Liturgy 3 yer We fully 
CO” 
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conſent withhim to pray unto Almighty God, Who rs great in power, and 
infinite in wiſdome, to pour downe mpon the whole Honony able Aſſembly the ſpi- 
rit of wiſdonue and under anding, the ſpirit of Counſel and might, the ſpiru of 
Knowledge and of the frarof the Lord : That you may be able te diſcern be- 
twixt things that difer, ſeparate berween the precious and the vile, purely purge 
away our drofſe, and take away all owr Tin, root ont every _-u that 15 not of 
our heavenly Fathers pling : That ſo you may Taiſe up the foundations of waa« 
» gener ations, and be called the Repairers of breaches, and Reſtorers of paths 
to dwel in, Evenſo, Amen. 


—  — 


A FOST SCRIPT. 


8 Bo we might have added much hghr and beaury to onr Diſcourſe 

by inferring variery of Hiſtories upon ſeveral occalions given ns in 

the Rermaſirance, the anfwer whereof we have undertaken ; eſperially 

here it ſpeaks of the and rations meunificence' Of Religions Princes 

roivards 'Biſhops, yer univilling to break the chred of our diſcourſe, and irs 

connettionwith'the Remonſtrance by ſo large a digreflion, as the whole 

ſeries of Hiſtory producible to our purpoſe, would exrend unro : we have 

choſen rather to fubjotn by way of Apperfix , an hiſtorical Narration of 

thoſe bicter frurrs, Pride, Rebelliom, Treaſon , unthank fulneſſe, &c. which 

have iflued from Epiſcopary, whilft it hath flood under the continued in- 

fluences of Sovereigne goodnefle. Which narration would fill a volume, 

bur we will bound our ſelves pon the Scories of this Kingdome, and that 

revolution of cime which harh paſſed over us fince the ereftion of the See 

Reds. of Camerbury. And becanfe in moſt ghings the beginning is obſerved ro 

Holmſh,be a preſage of thac which followerh,'fec their Founder Auſtin the Monk 

Speed, come firſt ro be con(Wered : Whom ye may juſtly account to have been 

ſuch ro the Engliſh, as the ' Arian Brſhops were of old to the Goths , and 

the Jeſuirs pow among the Indians;who of Pagans have made but Arians 

and Papitts. His ignorance im the Goſpel which he preached,is ſeen in his 

Idle and Judaical conſultations with the Pope, about things clean and un- 

clean ; his proud demeanour towards'the Brictiſh Clergy, appears in his 

Councel called abour no ſolid point of faith , but celebration of Eaſter , 

where having troubled and chrearned the Churches of Wales, and after- 

wards, of Scotland, about Romtth Ceremonies, he is ſaid 1n fine to have 

been theſtirrer up of Ethelbert, by mexns of the Northumbrian King, to 

Hellinſ © ſlaughrer of rwelve hundred of thoſe poor laborious Monks of Bar- 

tad ror HisSucceſſors buſied in nothing bur urging and inſtituting Ceremonies 
and maintaining Precedeticy we paſſe ove:. 

_ Till D#»f ar, the Sainred Prelate, who of a franick Necromancer, and 

Hirden, fuſpeRed fornicator, was fhorn a Monk, and afterwards made a Biſhop. 

8** His worthy deeds are noted by Speed, to have been the cheating _ 

E lare: 
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Elared of rhe treaſure colmmirced to bis keeping z the prohibiting of mar- 
riage,to the increaſing of all filthineſle in rhe Clergy of thoſe times ? as 

the long oration of King Edger in Stow well teſtifies. 

In Edward the Conteflors daies, Robert the Norman no ſooner Arch- x; 4 
biſhop of Canterbury, but ſetting the King and Earl Godwine at variance &,, c 
—_— revenge , broach't a Civil War, gill che Arch-aiſhop was ba- xx lh, 
niſhr, | 

Now 1illemthe Conqueter had ſer up Lenckefraxcke Biſhop of Car ,511 
terbury, who to requite him, ſpent his faithfull ſervice ro the Pope Gre- Con a 
gory,in perſivading the King to ſubje& himſelf and his State to thePapacy p KI p. 
as himfelfe writes tothe Pope. Snaf ſed no perſuaſi. P = 

[The treaſon of Anſein to Rufus was notorigusyhonot content to wich-* Ruff 
ſtand che King obliinately in mony-macrers, made ſuir to ferch his Pall "02" 
or Inveſtiture of Archieptſcopacy fram Rome, which the King denying as 
far againſt his Regal Sovereignry, he went without his leave, and for his 
Rorgiſh good ſervice receiv >at honour from the Pope, by being ſea- 
red ac his righo foot in a Synod, with theſe words, Includanus bunc it orbe 
noftro tanquam alterius orbis Papam. Whence perhaps ir is that the See of 
Canterbury hath affected a Pacriarchy in our dates. This Anſelm alſo 
condemned the marrred Clergy. 

Henryche firſt reigning, the ſame Anſclns deprived thoſe P:elares that Her. 7. 
had been inveſted by the King, andall the Kingdome is vext with one 
Prelate ; who the ſecond hnabrraher himſelf co-his old fortreſle at Rowe, 
rill the King was fain to yeeld.Which done, and theArchbiſhop returned, 
ſpends the reſt 'of hisdaies in a long contention and unchriſtian jangling 
with York, about Primacy. Which ended not ſo, but grew hot berween Hellhin, 
York and London, as Dean to Canterbury, (triving for rhe upper ſear ar > = 
—_— ; tilt che King ſeeing their odious pride, put, them both out of 

rs. J | 

To ſpeak of Ra/ph and Thurſtan , the next Archbiſhops purſuing the Holi 
ſame qu:r:el, were tedious , as it was no {mall moleſtation ro the King 77919 
and Kingdom; Thurſtan refuſing to ſtand to the Kings Doom , and wins A 
the day, orelſe the King muſt be accurs'd by the Pope ; which further a- 
nimares him to ery the mattery wich #//Uiam next Arch-Biſhop of Camer- pr, linh. 
bury, and ns man can endit bur theirÞather the Pope ; for which they ,, 1. 
cravel to Rome. In the mean while, marriage is ſharply decreed againlt. x- « tp, 
Speed 448. and the Legute Cremonenſis, the Declauver againſt marrimo- 
ny taken with a Serumper the ſame night. 

In King Stephens Reign, the haughty Biſhops of Canterbury and FWinche- Holinlh. 
fter bandy about Precedency; and to Rome to end the Duel. Theobald 57, 58, 
goes to Rome avain(t the Kings will ; interdifts the Realm, and the Kiug 59. 
forc' to ſuifer it; till refuling ro Crown Exface the Kings Son, becauſe 
the Pope hid fo conmanded, he flies again. | 

Becker's pride and outragious treaſons are too maniteft ; reſig-ung the [ere 2. 
K ings 
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$P-462. Kings gift of his Archbifhoprich to receive ic of the Pope 3 requiring the 
out Of Cultody of portrays 7g? the Tower of Socks - anos. co 
Nwort” his Seignorie, Prote&ts murchering Prieſts from temporal ſword ; Rand-- 
$5. ing tlitiyferthe liberties and; Dignities of Clerks , bur little. to chaſtiſe 
Vet ris cheir vices, which beſides other crying fins , were above a hundred mur-: 
is lately CCS ſince Hemry the Seconds crowning, cill that time ; co maintain which 
Printed rr:olt of the Biſhops conſpice , tall rhe terrour of che King made them 
incogliſh ſhrink ; but Beckes o>dures, demies that the King of Exglards Courts 
asathing hzye authority to judge him. And thus was this noble King diſquiered: 
cove i- by aninſolenc T in habir of a Biſh bis Reign ; 

y an inſolenc- Trayror, in havit of a Biſhop, a great part ofthis Reign ; 
Hal.7 | the land in uproar; many Excommunicated and accurſed ; France and Ex- 
Sp«469 __ ro War, andthe King himſelf curbed, and controled; and laftly 
diſcipline by the Biſhops and Monks : firſt, with a bare-foor penance, thac 
drew blood from his feer,and laſtly, with fourſcore laſhes on his anointed - 
body with-Rods. 
In the ſame Kings time ic was - thatthe Archbiſhop of Tork ſtriving to 
fit above Camerbury,ſquars him down on tus lap,vhence with many acutb 

Hel.g8. he was thrown down... [; | | 
Rich. 1. Next theprideof -. Lo - Biſhop of Ele, was notorious, whos 
Pa.129.would ride with a thouſand horſe ; and of a Governour in the-Kings ab» 

130. ſence,became aTyrant;for which flying in womans apparrel he was taken. 
132, Torhisfi contention between Cant and Tork: about carri- - 
age - cheir-Crofles,and. Rzyeappeal'd to:the Biſhop of Durham buyes an 
ridom. . 
144- Noſooneranother King, bur Huber: another Archbiſhop covex him, 

K, 1ohn ,nd left that were not enough, made Chancellour of or beſides 

him of York, who refuſing. to — in his precin&s , 
and therefore all his cemporalicies ſeaſ*d ; excommunicates the Sheriff, 
beates the Kings Officers, and interdidts bis whole Province. Hwber: out- 
braves the_King in Chriftmas houſe-keeping: hinders King Fehr by his 
$9,502, £gantine r from recovering Normandy. After him Stephen Langton, 
Þ:393*fer up by the Pope in ſpite of the! King, whooppoſing ſuch an affrenr, 
fals under an interdi&t , with his whole Land; and at the ſuit of his Arch- 
biſhop ro the Pope, is dEpoſed byPapal Sentence his Kingdom given to 
Philip the French King, Lvgtons friend ; and laſtly, refignes and enfends 

his _ ro the + R tray which Buaifae th Ardbed, 
'co00, After this tragical S; the fray which Bwwface the-next Archbilhop 

Sp-509 bur one had the mo of Sr. | Arms 1s as pleaſant:the tearing 

Hen, 3.0f Hoods and Comls, the miring of _ che flying about of Wax Can- 
$e,188, dlesand Cenſors inthe ſcuffle, cannor be imagined without murth7 as his 

** "oathes were loud in this bickering, ſo his curſes were as vehement inthe 

contention with the Biſhop of #/zcheſter for a ſlight occahon. Bur now 
the Biſhops had turned cheir conteſting into baſe and ſervide flattertes, to 


advance themſelves on theruine of the Subje&s,. For Peter de un 
. ilhop 
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7) ' 
'Biſhop of Wincheſter perſwading the King to diſplace Engliſh Officers,and 
re Le rl on relling the Lords to their wn. that rherewere _, . 
no Peers in England, as in France, bur that the King mighr do what he *P:5"© 

wall, and by whom he would,became a fire-brand co the civil wars that 53** 

owed, 

In chis time Peckhans Archb;(hep of Camerbary in 2 Synod Was Edw. 1. 
| tampering with the Kings liberties, bur being chrearned, deſifted. Bur his x79.280 

ſucceſſor zy;nchelſey on occahion of Subſidies nded of theClergy,made x7-.301 
anſwer, That having two Lords, the one Spirirual, the other Temporal, x40. 31.5 
he ought rather to obey the Spiritual governour the Pope , but he would 
ſend to the Pope toknow his pleaſure,and ſo perſiſted even to beggery. The 
Biſhop of Dwrham alſo cited by the King flies to Rome. 

In the depofing of this King, who more forward then the B;ſhop of He- x4,,. 2. 
rfford? witneſle his Sermon at Oxford, My head, my head aketh, conclu- Sp. 574+ | 
00g Biogen ing and fick headof 4 X;»g was to be taken off wichour fur- | 
John the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, ſuſpeRed to hinder the Kings glo- Edv. 3+ 

nous viftories in Flanders, and Fravce, by Ropping the conveyance of mo-Sp.586, 
I |-- neyscommitred to his charge, conſpiring therein with the Pope. Bur nor 
long after was confticuced thar fatall premwwmire,which was the ticſt nipping Ho.40g 
of their courage toſeck aid at Rome. And next to that, the wide wounds 
tharzick/effe made in their ſides.From which cime they have been falling, 
and thenceforch all the ſmoke chat chey could-vomir, was turned againtt 
the rifing light of pure doctrine . 

Yer could not their pride mifſe occaſion toſer other miſchief on foot. ,,. n 
For the Citizens of London riſing to apprehend & riorous ſervant of the B;- ans b, 
ſhop of Salibury, thien Lord Treaſurer, who with his fellowes ftood on his 
guard in the Biſhops houſe, were by the-Bſhop, who maincained the rior xp, 4-8 
of kis ſervant, ſo complained of, that the Kizg therewich ſeiſed on their 
liberties, and ſer a Governour over the Ciry. And who knowes nor, that pa. 506, 
T ho. Arandel Archbiſhop of Camerbury was a chief inſtrument and agent 
. || Indepoſing K. Richard, as his ations and Sermons well declares. | 
Thelike intended the Abbor of Weſtminſter tro Henry che fourth,who for Hen, 4+ 
no otherreaſon , but becauſe he ſuſpe&ted that the K12g did nor favour the 
wealth of the Church , drew into a moſifhorrid conſpiracy the Earls of p4+ 514+ 
| Kent, Rutland and Salishwry,to kill the Kizg in a turnament at Oxford, 5; 

who yet notwithſtanding was a man that profeſſed to leave the Church in Sp.63T. 
better ſtate then hefound it. For allthis, ſoon is Richard Seroop Arth- 9-529 
b;ſhop of York in the field againſt him, the chief arraRor of the rebellious 
party, 
In theſe times Thomas Arundel a great perfecuto? of the Goſpel preach- x, 5. 
ed by Ficklefs followers, dies a feartul death, his rongue ſo ſwelling with- 
in his mourh, that he muſt of neceffiry tarve. His ſucceſſor (hickeley no- 
thing milder diverrs che X:»g, that was looking too nearly into the ſuper- 
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$p.638. fluous revenues of the Church, to a bloody war, 
Atl the famous conqueſts which Heery the fift had made in Fravce,were 
Hen. 5.1olt by a civil diſſention here in Exgland, which ſprang firſt from the 
haughty pride of BeawfordBiſhop and Cardinal ofj;xcheſter,and the Arch- 
H.596 biſhop of York, again(t the Protector, Speed 674. In the civill Wars the 
pa. 620. Archbiſhop ſides with the Earl of Warwick, and March in Kent. Speed 
682, 
Ed. 4. Edward the 4th. Mountacute -— 2m gu mh York, one of the chief con- 
$p.699, ſpiracors with Warwicke againſt E dward k 4h. and afterwards his. Jay- 
lour, being by Warwicks treaſon- commirred to this Biſhop. 
Edw. 5- In Edward the fifths time the Archbiſhop of York, was, thovgh perhaps 
unwittingly ( yet by a certain fare of Prelacy ) the unhappy inſtrument of 
p_ the young Duke of York, out of Sanctuary, into his cruell Uncles 
ands. 


Rich. 3. Things being ſerled in ſuch a peace, as afcer the bloody brawls was to 


the afflicted Realm howſoever acceptable, though nor ſuch as might be. 


wiſhed : Morton Biſhop of Ely, enticing the Duke of Buckwghans co take 
the Crown, which ruin'd him , opened che veins of the poor Subjects ta 
bleed afreſh, - 

Fu. 8, The intolerable pride, extortion, bribery, lwwury of Wolſey Archbiſhop 
Ho.845 of York, who can be ignorant of ? ſelling diſpenſations by his power Le- 
462 ro for all offences,inſulring ever the Dukes and Peers,of whom ſome. 
* hebrought to deſtruRion by bloody policy, playing with State-affairy ac- 
cording to his humor, or benefit : cauſing T ewxey, got with the blood of 
many a good Souldier, tobe rendred at the French Kings ſecret requeſt to 
him, not without bribes; with whom one while fiding, another while with 
the Emperour, he-ſould the honour and peace of England at what rates he 
pleaſed; and other crimes to be ſeen in the Articles againlt him , Huli. 
912.and againſt all theBiſhops in general,911.which when theParliamenc 
ſought to remedy , being moſt exceſſive extortion in the Ecclefiiſticall 
Courts,the Biſhops cry out, Sacriledg, the Churci goes to cuine, as it did 
in Bohemia, with the ſchiſm of the Huſites, bid. After this, though the 
$p.784- Biſhops ceaſed to be Papiſts ; for they preached againſbthe Popes Supre- 
macy to pleaſe the King, yer they ceaſed not co oppugn the Goſpel, cau- 
| fing Tindals Tranſlation to be burnt; yea,they agreed ro the ſuppreſſing of 
H0-99? Monafteries, leaving their revenues tothe King, to make way. for the fix 
bloody Articles, which proceedings with all cruelty of incuifition are ſer 
Sp. 792 down, Holing. P.946.ull they were repealed the ſecond of Edz.the fixth, 
Sp:ed ſtopping inthe mean while rhe cauſe of Reformation well begun by the 
62.27. #7, Lord Cromwell, And this miſchief was wrought by Stephen Gardner, Bi- 

$. 4nyo {hop Of Wincheſter. The fix Articles are ſer down in Speed, p. 792. 
35.C. 5. The Archbiſhop of St. Andrewes, his hindring of Englands, and Scotlands 


Eds, 6, Union, for fear of Reformation, Speed 794+ 


As for the daies of King Ed, the 6th, we eannot but acknowledge " 
ck 


(73) 


che glory of the rich mercy of God, that there was 4 great Reformation of 


Religion made even to admiration, And yer notyathſtanding we do much 

dislike the humor of thole, that cry up thoſe daies asa complear pattern of 

Reformation, and that indeavour to reduce our Rel:gzon tothe firſt rimes 

of K. Ed. which we conceive were comparatively very imperfeR, there 
eing four impediments which did much Finder that bleſſed work. 

The 3. Rebellions. Onein Hex. Sths time, by the Prieſts of Lincoln 
and York-ſhire, for that Reformation which Cromwel had made. The other 
rwo in K. Edwards daies, one in Cornwale, the other in Tork-ſhire. 

The ftrife that aroſe ſuddainly amongſt the Peers , emulating one ano- 
thers honour, Speed pag. $37. 

The violent oppoficion of the Popsſh Biſhops, which made Martin Bu- 
cer Write to K. Edw. in his book de Regs Chriſti, lib. 2. cap. 1. and ſay; 
Your Majeſty doth ſee,that this reſtoring again the Kingdome of Chritt , 
which we require, yea , whichthe ſalvatien of us all requireth, may in no 
wiſe be expected to come from the Biſhops, ſeeing there be ſo few among 
them which do-underſtand the power and proper Offices of this Kingdom ; 
and very many of them by all means ( which poſſtbly they can and dare ) 
either oppoſe themſelves againſt it, or defer and hinder. 

The deficiency of zeal and courageeven in thoſe —— 
proved Mrtyrs,wirneſſe the ſharpe contention of Ridly againſt Hooper for 
the ceremonies. And the importunare ſuit of Cyanmer and Ridly for tole- 
ration for the Maſe for r..c Kings fifter, which was rejeted oy the Kings 
not only reaſons, bat rears ; whereby the young King ſhewed more zeal 
then his belt Biſhops, 139. 

The inhumane butcheries,blood-ſheddings and cruelties of Gardiner , 
Bomer,and t he reſt offthe Biſhops inQu. aries dayes,are ſo freſh in eve- 
ry mans memory, as that we conceive ita thing altogerher unneceſſary to 
make mention of them, Only we fear leaſt che guilt of che blood then 
ſhed, ſhould yer remain to be required at the hands of thisNation,becauſe 
it hath nor publickly indeavoured to appeaſe the wrath of God by a general 
and ſolemn humiliation for ir. 

Whar the pra&ices of the Prelates have been ever ſince, from the beginning ofQu. 
Eliza, ro this preſent day,would fill a volume(like Exehiels Roll) with lamenration; 
mourning,and wo to record.For it hath been their grear deſign to hinder all furthes 
Reformation, to bring in do&rines of popery, Armimaniſm, and Libertiniſm, to main- 
rains, propagate and muchincreaſe the burthen of humane ceremonies: to keep out, and 
bear down the Preaching ef the Word, to filence the faithiull preachers of it, to op- 
pole and perſecure rhe moſt zealous profeſſors and to turn all Religion into a pompous 
eut-fide;and to tread downghe power of godlineſſe. Inſomuch as ir is come to an or- 
dinary Proverb, that when any thing is «rn uſe ro ſay, The B ſheps foot hath 
been in it, And in this (and much more which might be ſaid) fulfilling Biſhop Bonne: $ 
Propheſic, who when he ſaw that in King Edwards reformation, there was a reſerva- 
vation. of Ceremonics and Hierarchy, is credibly reported to have uſed theſe words : 

Since they bave beg t0 ta ft of aur Broath,it will not be long ereth:y wil eat of our Beef, 
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